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The Australian Defence Force is Recruiting 
 

 

 

  
Are recruiting posters a thing of the past?  

 
We’re fortunate to have a half a dozen or so in 
our library. This one probably dates from the ill-
fated Pentropic Army era around 1963. At that 
time recruiting teams – predominantly 
uniformed and experienced – toured drill halls 
(we had many then). ‘New’ was judged to be 
an exciting word. Citizen Military Force 
(reserve) units did much of their own recruiting 
and the better units got better results. 
 
One reading of the Defence Strategic Review is 
that recruiting for the three services at present 
is far from successful. Perhaps something could 
be learned from the past. Recruiting in place, 
particularly if it provides swift responses to 
enquiries may be better than a centralised 
alternative.  
 
Reserve units can play a significant role in 
getting troops for their units. University 
regiments can attract a wide – wider than 
before – range of talented youths. Closing 
down the university regiment of Australia’s 
largest university may have been neat and tidy, 
but was it sensible? New thought is required for 
modern generations but some older ideas may 
need revisiting. 

 

 
 
 

 
The latest RUSI National Journal can be downloaded at: 

 

https://www.rusinsw.org.au/Papers/2023A.pdf 
 

 

https://www.rusinsw.org.au/Papers/2023A.pdf
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From the President: 
 

Major General Mike O’Brien CSC (Retd) 
 

 
 

 

Our Patron, the Governor of Victoria, the Hon Linda 

Dessau, AC, CVO will complete her term on 30 June.  
The Premier has announced that the new governor will 

be eminent academic and Vice Chancellor of Monash 
University, Professor Margaret Gardner, AC.  Council has 

asked that the new governor take over as our patron. 
 

In May we mounted an exhibition of 100 or so of the 

most valuable items from our library collection in the 
Robertson Room at Victoria Barracks.  The Treasures 

Exhibition was well received and achieved its primary 
purpose of exposing our collection to a wider audience 

both within the Barracks and to the public. The 

Exhibition also achieved a secondary purpose; to gain 
support for the extension of our lease.  

 
In recent months Council has experienced some 

uncertainty regarding the renewal of our lease which 
expires on 31 December.  This has now been resolved.  

The Assistant Minister for Defence (Hon Matt 

Thistlethwaite) responded to an invitation and visited us 
with his Chief of Staff. He looked at our building, the 

library and fortuitously our Treasures Exhibition in the 
Robertson Room. The outcome was his confirmation 

that Defence will renew our lease. 

 
I hope you were able to visit the Treasures Exhibition. 

 
 

                                                  Mike O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                  

MAJGEN Bottrell opens the Exhibition. 

RUSI Victoria-Treasures Exhibition 

The President sets the scene 

Really Interesting Stuff! 
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 

Nothing much to say. 

 

"We regret to advise the 

deaths of the following 
members. Ken Ball, Wendy 
Surtees. 

Welcome new members 
Richard Gray, Mary 

Michaelopolous, Phillip Battye 

and Tim Lewis. 
Stay safe ." 

 
 

 If your contact details alter, please remember to inform 

us promptly! 
                                                                     Bob Hart  

 
 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
FAMILY MEDALLION 

 

The Australian Government, through the Department of 

Veterans' Affairs, has created a special commemorative 

medallion to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of 
Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War. This strictly 

limited medallion created by our design team is only 
available to Australian Vietnam veterans, or their 

surviving family.  Details of this free medallion and 
application procedures can be found on the Veteran’s 
Affairs Web Site. 

 

 

Bequests 

 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria 

 
The Royal United Services Institute of Victoria was 

established in 1890. It seeks to promote informed 
debate on and improve public awareness and 

understanding of defence and national security.  

 
The Institute maintains a specialist library to assist in 

this, as well as scheduling regular lecture 
es and visits of interest. The costs of doing so, however 

are becoming burdensome and are exacerbated by an 

ageing and declining membership.  
 

To allow us to continue to provide services to members 
and the community into the future, you could greatly 

assist us by remembering the Institute in your will. 
Should you desire assistance in adding an appropriate 

codicil to your will, please contact the Secretary at 

secretary@rusivic.org.au. If you have added a bequest 
to your will, it would be of assistance to be advised of it 

(not the specific amount) in case we need to 
communicate with you or your executors. 

 

 

Senator Patterson was the guest speaker at the April 

lunch time address on the topic of Cyber Security.  
Senator Patterson covered a range of issues closely 

related to national security stating    that the present 
situation is a race against time to try and rectify past 

mistakes, and that it may be too late even now to rectify 

this situation.   

 

Senator Patterson referred to ‘the battlefield of and for 
the mind’ three times, and said we are experiencing an 

information war. He referred to the on-going Ukraine 
situation where ‘information’, and maintaining high 

morale are closely related.  To illustrate, he referred to 

Emperor Napoleon who provided ‘correct information’, 
and so maintained the morale of his troops.  Senator 

Patterson spoke about AUKUS, and the current 
bipartisan approach to Defence thinking.  He said there 

was a need for transparency, for we are now at a 

‘crossroad’, and the right decisions have to be made.  
It’s a battle for ‘hearts and minds’, and people should be 

aware of the on-going situation.   

 
                                              Summary by Michael Small 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Speaker – Senator James Patterson 

Topic – Cyber Security 
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The Cove’s Defence Strategic 
Review Report Digest 

 
For Navy and Air Force members, ‘The Cove’ is the Australian 

Army’s professional development platform. 

 

The Cove brings to you this six-minute read on the DSR. 
 

So what is the DSR? 
 

The DSR was announced by the Prime Minister and 

Deputy Prime Minister on the 3rd of August 2022. On 14 
February 2023, the DSR report was handed to the 

Australian government and on 24 April 2023 its findings 
were made public.  The DSR was an independently led 

review of the ADF’s force posture, structure and 

capabilities. 
 

Who conducted the review? 
 

The report was authored by His Excellency Professor the 
Hon. Stephen Smith, former Minister for Defence, and 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Angus Houston, AK AFC (Retd). 

former Chief of the Defence Force. It was conducted 
over six months with inputs from more than 150 

defence and national security experts and a further 360 
submissions from the general public and other 

interested parties. 

 
What did the review aim to do? 

 
The Terms of Reference for the review outlined the 

following outcomes that were required from the review: 
 Outline the future strategic challenges facing 

Australia, which may require an ADF operational 

response. 
 Identify and prioritise the estate, infrastructure, 

disposition, logistics and security investments required 
to provide Australia with the Defence force posture 

required by 2032-33. 

 Consider all elements of the Integrated Investment 
Program and provide recommendations for the 

Programs reprioritisation, particularly in light of recently 
announced large-scale projects, to provide Australia with 

the force structure required by 2032-33. 
 Outline the investments required to support Defence 

preparedness, and mobilisation needs to 2032-33. 

 Outline funding needs to 2032-33 to ensure longer-
term strategic investments are progressed. 

 
Why is this review so important? 

 

The DSR is far more than a Defence White Paper or 
Defence Strategic Update and its creation signals the 

end of an era. As a nation we can no longer expect a 
long period of indicators and warnings as a pre-cursor to 

high intensity conflict. The subsequent requirement for a 

change in force posture relies upon rapidly scalable 
capabilities that can be generated in a matter of days, 

weeks or months, not years. This calls for reallocation of 
resources which will reduce spending on some projects 

already in motion. 

What did the Prime Minister have to say about it 

when he received it? 

 
“The Defence Strategic Review will help prepare 

Australia to effectively respond to the changing regional 
and global strategic environment and ensure Defence’s 

capability and structure is fit for purpose and delivers 

the greatest return on investment.” 
 

                  Prime Minister of Australia  

Hon Anthony Albanese MP, 14 February 2023. 

Key Themes 

 

The DSR contains 62 recommendations to Government 
and the ADF, all of which the Australian Government 

have either agreed with or agreed with in-principle. The 
key themes of the DSR are as follows: 

 Prioritised diplomatic partnership building in the Indo-

Pacific. 
 A review of each of the service’s force structures to 

accommodate required changes in capability. 
 Acquisition of conventionally armed, nuclear-powered 

submarines. 
 Enhanced and consolidated sovereign shipbuilding 

and increased naval basing options including the 

addition of an east coast submarine facility. 
 Reduction of LAND 400 Phase 3 (450 Infantry 

Fighting Vehicles (IFV) reduced to 129). 
 Cancellation of LAND 8116 Phase 2 (second Regiment 

of Self-Propelled (SP) Howitzers). 

 Acceleration and expansion of LAND 8710 Phases 1-2 
(medium and heavy landing craft). 

 Acceleration and expansion of LAND 8113 Phases 2-4 
(long range fires) and LAND 4100 Phase 2 (land based 

maritime strike). 
 Increased F-35A and F/A-18F munition options. 

 Strategies to grow and retain personnel across the 

ADF and the review of ADF reserves. 
 Enhancement of the northern bare military bases. 

 Streamlined acquisition processes acknowledging 
present operational risk and the speed required for such 

acquisitions, particularly for disruptive technologies. 

 Increased domestic Guided Weapons and Explosive 
Ordnance manufacturing and storage. 

 A National Defence Strategy to be developed and 
reviewed every two years to keep pace with global 

security changes. 

 States and Territories should aim to have sufficient 
emergency services to support natural disaster relief 

with the ADF, except in the most extreme cases. 
 

So what? 
 

The term ‘National Defence’ is the title of the report and 

this demonstrates the change in how the nation should 
view its sovereignty. The term highlights the need for a 

whole-of-government and whole-of-nation approach, 
identifying that the ADF cannot defend the Nation on its 

own.  

‘Statecraft’ must be employed at the government level 
to ensure we are a defence partner of choice in the 

region which contributes to the strategy of denial.  
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This seeks to deny potential adversary military operation 
within the geographical region of Australia.  
Defence industry and infrastructure must also be enhanced to 

ensure the ADF can be adequately supported during periods of 
conflict. 
 
The report signals a clear change in military strategy for the 
ADF. It acknowledges that the ADF’s capability acquisition 
culture has largely been focussed on like for like replacement 
centred on platforms; and that the ADF has been used for 
domestic disaster response at a much higher rate in recent 
history. This has led to a requirement to redefine the focus of 
the ADF. 
 
The report acknowledges the change in global and regional 
security and as such identifies the need for large scale 
changes in the way we defend Australia, and project military 
power. It also acknowledges the capability bias towards 
platforms, and notes that platforms that can’t be crewed and 
those that can’t strike at range to achieve the desired 
operational or strategic effect will not ‘serve us well in the 
current strategic environment.’ 
 
The report also discusses the need for not just a joint, but an 
Integrated Force across the five domains of maritime, land, 
air, space and cyber. This aims to generate a ‘focussed force’ 
which is capable of addressing the nation’s most significant 
military risks whilst having latent capability to deal with lower-
level contingencies and crises. 
 
So what does this mean for me? 
 
Take a look below for a snapshot of what the DSR means to 
you depending on your role and area of expertise. 
 

What does it mean for Navy? 
 
Greater sub-surface capability and possibly greater numbers of 
surface vessels to support. 
Increased ship building and enhanced and increased naval port 
facilities. 
 
What does it mean for Army? 
 
Reduction in planned IFV and SP Artillery but increases in long 
range fires and littoral landing craft. The Chief of Army also 
recently released his own message on how he sees this review 
transforming the Army and what he expects of the force to 
ensure that it is Ready Now and Future Ready. 
 
What does it mean for Air Force? 
 
Increased lethality options for the already highly capable air 
platforms. Significant infrastructure enhancements in the 
northern bases to support in service capabilities in both 
projection and sustainment. 
 
 
 
What does it mean for Reservists? 
 
The review has signalled the possibility of a broader 
employment offering aiming to reduce skills shortages across 
the ADF and enable mobilisation in times of crisis.  
The review has also highlighted the need to change the role, 
shape and structure of Reserves and the ways in 
which they are used to support whole-of-government 

response. 
 
 
 

What does it mean for Defence Industry? 
 
Changes in Defence priorities will likely result in the expansion 

of some areas of Defence Industry with contraction in others. 
Government has signalled its desire to deliver capability more 
rapidly and generate better partnerships with industry to 
promote innovation.  
The approach to open architectures also paves the way for 
more effective integration with Defence systems. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The DSR is an important document which will shape how the 
Government of Australia employs the ADF into the future. It 
signals mass changes for each of the Services and Commands 
and well as the wider defence organisation and defence 
industry.  
 
It also makes it clear that there is considerable need for 
urgency in making these changes. It’s up to each and every 
one of us to now work toward planning and enacting the 
changes that are needed to allow us to contribute our piece to 
National Defence.  

_____________________________________________ 

 
 

The Yachties 
a new book by 

Janet Roberts Billett 
Published by 

Australian Scholarly Publishing 

 
The Yachties is the largely unknown story of exceptional 
valour of a group of Australian volunteers recruited 

through the Dominion Yachtsmen Scheme to be trained 

as officers in the Royal Navy during World War II. 
 

RRP $49.95, p&p $15.00, janrobbill@bigpond.com 
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A CHRONICLE of Events, Decisions & 
Issues 

relating to Defence Matters 
1 March 2023 – 31 May 2023 

 
Michael Small 

 
March 2 2023 

Defence has given Prepack Ltd, a NZ company, an eight 
year contract to supply ADF’s combat ration packs. 

Despite the government’s “make things in Australia” 

mantra, the contract, said to be worth $250m, went to a 
NZ company. 

 
Ration packs are used by ADF personnel deployed 

overseas, and on exercises or domestic operations. 
Major General Bottrell said: “the NZ-supplied rations 

would help ADF achieve success on the battlefield.  The 

new ration packs play a role in maintaining the dietary 
requirements and morale of the deployed force”. 

 
Xi Jinping (China) and Alexander Lukashenko (Belarus) 

have issued a joint statement calling for a ceasefire in 

Ukraine and negotiations to bring about a political 
settlement. The joint call is an endorsement of Beijing’s 

peace plan issued last week that called for respect of 
national sovereignty and “territorial integrity”. 

 
March 6 2023 

Day 375 of Russia’s special military operation in 

Ukraine.  President Vladimir Putin said nothing had 
changed.  The ultimate goal of Moscow’s ‘special military 
operation’ in Ukraine was to capture the Donbas.  This 
war began February 20, 2014, but the war, we know 

today, began February 24, 2022. 

 
March 8  2023 

Day 377 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   
 

March 12 2023 

PM Anthony Albanese, UK PM Rishi Sunak and US 
President Joe Biden will announce tomorrow the 

decision relating to Australia acquiring nuclear-powered 
submarines.  It is expected that Australia will buy five 

Virginia-class submarines.   
 

Reports suggest that Australia could have a dual 

submarine policy. Initially, US subs will rotate through 
Fleet Base West, HMAS Stirling.  Australia will then buy a 

number of US built Virginia-class subs as early as 2027.  
These will be jointly crewed and used for Australia’s 

training purposes, followed by a commitment to build a 

UK-Australian sub-marine based on Britain’s Astute-class 
with a US combat system. 

 
March 14 2023 

 PM Albanese announces nuclear submarine deal in San 
Diego CA.  Australia’s nuclear submarine program will 

cost up to $368 billion over the next three decades.  

Australia will acquire three Virginia-class submarines 
next decade.  There will also be an option to purchase 

another two under the AUKUS defence and security 

pact.  Work will continue on building a new submarine, 

the SSN-AUKUS which the UK and Australia will operate, 

using American combat systems.  One submarine will be 
built every two years from the early 2040s through to 

the late 2050s, with five SSN-AUKUS boats delivered to 
the RAN by the middle of the 2050s. 

 

March 17 2023 
RAAF will re-activate a squadron for the three MQ-4C 
Triton unmanned aerial vehicles it will start operating in 
2024.  Deputy PM and Defence Minister Marles and 

Chief of RAAF Air Marshal Robert Chipman announced 

the re-formation of the squadron at the Avalon Airshow.  
The new squadron will be based at RAAF Edinburgh, SA, 

though the MQ-4s will operate out of RAAF Tindal, NT. 
 

March 18 2023 
Day 388 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

 

March 19 2023 
It has been suggested (ref. PJ 19.03.2023) that: (i) 

Parliament should adopt a bi-partisan approach re the 
new Defence arrangements; (ii) Parliament should set 

up a special joint implementation committee to deal with 

problems that may arise; (iii) government should make 
more widely known PRC’s policy, which is to dominate 
the Indo-Pacific region; (iv) Department of Defence 
should explain more clearly what they are about;  (v) 

State and Territory leaders should become more 
involved in matters of national security; (vi) industry 

should be more closely involved in Defence issues; (vii) 
that Port Kembla should become the new nuclear-
submarine base;  (viii) the debate about sovereignty 

should be ended;  (ix) the Virginia-class of sub should 
be the only class of sub that Australia acquires, and 

should not become involved with other types of 

submarine;  (x) Defence should remember that AUKUS 
is not just about submarines; (xi) other areas of ADF 

also need recharging; and (xii) the DSR will be released 
shortly, so recommendations from that review should be 

acknowledged and acted upon.    

 
March 20 2023 

AFP have arrested, a former SAS soldier, aged 41, in 
regional NSW, over alleged war crimes in Afghanistan.  

He was expected to face local court later in the day.  It 
will be alleged that he murdered an Afghan man while 

deployed to Afghanistan with the SAS. 

 
Tomahawk strike missiles will be installed in the six 

Collins-class submarines before RAN takes possession of 
the US Virginia-class nuclear-powered submarines in the 

early 2030s.  The cost will be $1.3bn.  The missiles were 

intended mainly for the three Hobart-class Air Warfare 
Destroyers. 

 
March 23 2023 

Defence officials hosted a Chinese military delegation 
in Canberra.  .  It is the first meeting between Australian 

and Chinese Defence officials since 2019 and comes a 

week after China responded angrily to the AUKUS 
nuclear submarines deal, accusing Australia, the US and 

UK of embarking on a "path of error and danger". 

          

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/mar/01/russia-ukraine-war-live-finland-mps-to-vote-on-nato-bid-blinken-warns-central-asia-against-ignoring-russian-aggression?page=with:block-63ff56fc8f08e6fa0007b5d2#block-63ff56fc8f08e6fa0007b5d2
http://9news.com.au/china
http://9news.com.au/military
http://9news.com.au/canberra
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March 30 2023 

The government will consider purchasing sea mines 

capable of destroying enemy ships and submarines 
while leaving friendly vessels untouched.  Rheinmetall’s 
Italian subsidiary has been selected as preferred 
supplier, with an initial order “in the low hundreds” for 

Asteria and Murena mines.  The mines can be laid by 

submarines, ships and aircraft.  They can sit on the sea 
floor or be anchored at a designated depth, activating 

only when they detect acoustic and magnetic signatures 
of enemy ships and submarines. 

 

Defence is also looking at two US-made sea mines, 
Boeing’s Quickstrike, which is designed to be deployed 

by helicopter; and General Dynamics’ Hammerhead, 
which is based on an Mk 54 torpedo. 

 
March 31 2023 

Day 400 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

 
April 1 2023 

Day 402 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   
 

April 2  2023 

France has joined the tri-national AUKUS submarine 
program.  Australia, UK and US are already involved in 

the $368b. project. The plan now is to build and deliver 
a new class of nuclear-powered submarine for the 

respective navies which means the Marine Nationale 
could receive up to four nuclear powered submarines. 

  

April 3 2023 
Day 404 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

 
April 12 2023 

General Angus Campbell has said that Australians should 

expect more charges against Defence personnel over 
alleged war crimes.  He said there could be some “very, 

very uncomfortable” days ahead, but that the ADF 
needed to face up to failures if they had occurred. 

 

General Campbell said that Australia’s strategic 
environment had deteriorated amid large-scale military 

modernisation, technological disruption and climate risks 
which he said had left the prospect of state-on-state 

conflict “less remote than it was”. 
 

AFP launched the nation’s first war crimes prosecution 

for an alleged battlefield murder, charging former SAS 
soldier Oliver Schulz over the death of a man in 

Afghanistan more than a decade ago. 
 

General Campbell said more charges may be laid against 

soldiers, but that further cases would be determined by 
the Office of the Special Investigator (OSI), and the 

Commonwealth Department of Public Prosecutions. 
 

General Campbell welcomed the release of the Defence 
Strategic Review (DSR).  He said the ADF should be held 

up as an “accountable instrument of government” not 

immune from scrutiny. 
April 16  2023 

Day 417 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

April 22/23 2023 

The Defence Strategic Review (DSR) will be released on 

Monday, April 24, 2023.  The DSR will recommend that 
the army’s new fleet of infantry fighting vehicles (IFVs) 

be cut from 450 to 129 and plans for a second regiment 
of self-propelled howitzers be cancelled. 

 

The government has announced the purchase of 20 
Lockheed Martin High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 

HiMARS.  More will be ordered and their delivery 
accelerated. 

 

The contract is yet to be awarded for land-based 
maritime strike missile systems, but the likely supplier   

is the StrikeMaster system, firing Kongsberg Naval Strike 
Missiles from a Bushmaster-mounted launcher. 

Lockheed-Martin is also offering a surface-launched 
version of its Long Range Anti-Ship Missile. 
 

The army will get more landing craft to strengthen its 
amphibious warfare capabilities. New landing craft will 

replace the army’s ageing Mechanised Landing Craft 
(LCM8).   
 
April 24 2023 
The Defence Strategic Review (DSR) released today.   

For more detail see RUSIV Defence Update, Vol. 18, 
Issue 2, 24 April, 2023, Defence. 

 
April 25 2023 

ANZAC DAY Anniversary of the ANZAC landings on 

Gallipoli 108 years ago. 
 

April 29/30  2023 
Day 430 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.  

 

“Serious people who have been at the heart of national 
security tell me that really the defence establishment 

doesn’t want any Australian government ever to have a 
serious war-fighting capability. At the end of the day, 

they think, the Americans will determine everything, 

they will succeed or fail, there’s nothing we can do 
beyond local policing, basing some American equipment 

here and symbolic deployments to show the Americans 
we are really good allies”.  (Ref. GS 29/30/04/2023). 

 
May 2  2023 

PNG supports a plan to train Pacific Island troops within 

the ADF.  PNG Foreign Minister Justin Tkatchenko 
supports the idea as PNG prepares to host PM Albanese, 

President Biden and Indian PM Narendra Modi for a 
meeting of Pacific Island leaders. 

 

Defence Minister Marles said he wants to cooperate with 
Pacific islands’ security forces as he works to transform 

the ADF into an agile force that can operate in the 
region.  Mr Tkatchenko said hundreds of PNG Defence 

Force personnel could rotate through the ADF for 
extended periods “to train and to build up the 

professionalism of our forces”. 

Full-time ADF personnel could receive a $50,000 bonus 

near the completion of their initial period of service if 
they commit to serve for another three years. The 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/topics/defence-strategic-review
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/topics/defence-strategic-review
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government identified recruitment and retention as a 

priority in its response to the DSR, but faces opposition 

amid tight employment conditions 

Singapore’s Defence Minister Dr Ng Eng Hen said that 
RAN’s future nuclear submarines would be welcome to 

visit his country’s ports. 

 
May 5 2023 

Day 434 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   
 

Saturday, May 6  2023 

CORONATION DAY of Their Majesties King 
Charles III and Queen Camilla 

 
ADF personnel in the Coronation procession have 

spoken about their pride in marching with 4000 others 

who will march from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham 
Palace.   Forty members of the AFG have been training 

in preparation to march alongside the Gold State coach 
which will be carrying Their Majesties King Charles III 

and Queen Camilla, and the following carriage carrying 
the Prince and Princess of Wales with Prince George, 

Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis. 

 
Day 437 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.    

 
May 8  2023 

Day 439 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

 
May 10  2023 

Defence spending will increase to 2.3 % of GDP to help 
pay for the nation’s nuclear submarines and new long-

range missile capabilities.  Defence will get 75 new 
Abrams tanks and 52 combat engineering vehicles under 

a  $2.2bn program. The tank purchase survived a cut to 

the army’s armoured vehicle orders, which reduced a 
planned 450 IFVs procurement to 129 IFVs. 

The allocation includes $4.2bn to establish an Australian 
Submarine Agency, and $127m for 4000 higher 

education places in science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics, to support the AUKUS program. 
 

An extra $1.9bn will be spent over the next four years to 
bolster Australia’s standing in the Pacific and strengthen 

regional security amid unprecedented strategic 

challenges. 
This includes $1.4bn to strengthen Defence and AFP 

engagement in key Pacific countries such as PNG and 
Solomon Islands, and $370m to expand the Pacific 
Australia Labour Mobility Scheme that provides vital 
foreign earnings for regional partners. 

 

The $1.9bn also includes $114m to support the Pacific 
Island Forum “to ensure it is equipped to respond 

collectively to shared challenges”. 
 

New security infrastructure and maritime capabilities will 

be provided by Defence in key partner countries, while 
the AFP and the AG’s Department will strengthen Pacific 

law enforcement and criminal justice co-operation. 
 

The budget allocates $377m over four years to 

strengthen DFAT’s core capabilities, including $250m to 

fund overseas posts and $90m to improve the 

department’s antiquated cable system. A funding boost 
of $468m over four years is allocated to  modernise” 

ASIS.   
 

Australia’s diplomacy in Southeast Asia will receive an 

extra $56m over the forward estimates.  That will 
support more scholarships for Southeast Asian students 

to study at Australian universities, and more visits to 
Australia by regional leaders. 

 

$32m will be allocated to diversify Australia’s trade and 
investment options through the Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework, which will increase opportunities in green 
and digital trade and strengthen regional supply chains. 

 
Australia will fund a new shipyard in Solomon Islands 

through its off-budget Pacific infrastructure facility, as 

the government works to counter Chinese influence in 
that country. Senator Wong said the Pacific package was 

a “transformational” one that responded to regional 
priorities.  Senator Wong said the government was 

“investing in all elements of our statecraft “to advance 

the nation’s interests.” 
 

May 23 2023 
Day 453 of Russia’s war in Ukraine  

 
May 24 2023 

General Angus Campbell may remove awards from some 

soldiers who held command positions in the Afghanistan 
war, following the findings of the Brereton inquiry.  In 

correspondence to a group of Afghanistan veterans, 
General Campbell declares his "consideration of your 

command accountability is now closed”, and said he had 

referred the termination of their decorations to Defence 
Minister Marles. 

"It is then for the minister to determine whether he 
accepts the assessment in my letter after considering 

the relevant information including your response.”  "If he 

is of the view that your award should be cancelled, the 
minister will make a recommendation to the governor-

general. The governor-general will then make a 

decision."   

When releasing the findings of the Brereton inquiry in 

November 2020, General Campbell announced he had 
accepted a recommendation to remove the meritorious 

unit citation from the SOTG following revelations of 

alleged war crimes.  

May 27 2023 

Day 458 of Russia’s war in Ukraine.   

 
May 30 2023 

Day 461 of Russia’s war in Ukraine  
 

Defence has issued a directive, warning alcohol 

consumption will not be tolerated on operations or 
exercises, after drinking by troops in Afghanistan was 

linked to cultural failings that allowed war crimes to be 
committed and covered up. 

 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/king-charles-coronation-drone-and-light-show-extravaganza-will-be-a-crowning-glory/news-story/3277a37d9485e1a5ed6c1fda1ed24205
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/king-charles-coronation-drone-and-light-show-extravaganza-will-be-a-crowning-glory/news-story/3277a37d9485e1a5ed6c1fda1ed24205
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/king-charles-coronation-drone-and-light-show-extravaganza-will-be-a-crowning-glory/news-story/3277a37d9485e1a5ed6c1fda1ed24205
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/king-charles-coronation-drone-and-light-show-extravaganza-will-be-a-crowning-glory/news-story/3277a37d9485e1a5ed6c1fda1ed24205
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The notice was issued in response to the Brereton war 

crimes report, which found widespread drinking by SAS 

personnel in Afghanistan was evidence of lax standards 
within the regiment, whose members were accused of 

39 murders. 
 

The Chief of Joint Operations’ directive, obtained under 

Freedom of Information laws, warns consumption of 
alcohol on “warlike operations” will not be approved 

except in the case of communal wine used for religious 
services.   

 

May 31 2023 
Former Defence Department secretary Dennis 

Richardson has been appointed to an independent panel 
to oversee the progress of the recommendations handed 

down in the DSR last month.  An increase in defence 
funding to meet challenging circumstances, an east 

coast facility for Australia’s future submarine capability, 

and an audit of defence estate and infrastructure by the 
end of the year are among the recommendations the 

panel has been tasked to supervise. 
 

Defence Minister Marles said the external advisory panel 

would conduct an independent assessment of Defence’s 
progress, in accordance with government direction, and 

in line with the intent of the recommendations, and 
report biannually to the government. 

                                                             
                                                                         End 

 

 
 

Book Reviewers Wanted 

 
Due to the generosity of Australian and overseas 

publishers, RUSI – Vic Library finds itself swamped with 
copies of books that are required to be reviewed. To 

lighten the load and spread the workload, we are 

urgently seeking members who are prepared to assist 
with this task. 

 
It matters not that you have never review a book before 

– we can provide you with easy-to-follow guidance.  

As benefactors of their generosity, we have an 
obligation to the publishers. They are often looking for a 

review to include in their publicity for the launch of a 
new title – so timeliness (a reasonably short turnaround 

time) is expected.  
 

If you feel you can assist, we would be delighted to hear 

from you. 
 

Please contact the Secretary Bob Hart, on 9282 5918  
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

Opinion - DSR and the Budget 
 
                                        Mike Rawlinson 

 
The Defence Strategic Review (DSR) recommended that 

the ADF change from a balanced force to a focussed 
force capable of independent power projection and 

deterrence.  It stressed the urgency of making this 

change. 
 

The Budget in May was the first opportunity for the 
government to practically respond to the DSR.  

However, DSR urgency was not reflected in the Defence 
budget which in quantum appeared unchanged as 

previously budgeted deferrals funded new expenditures.     

 
Had there been a significant increase in the Defence 

budget it would have demonstrated the urgency of 
defence restructuring.  The government is possibly 

waiting until after the next election to condition public 

expectations to more economic pain and the belt-
tightening that will be required. 

 
Two issues vital to Defence have come out of the DSR 

and Budget. 
Firstly, Deputy PM /Defence Minister Richard Marles has 

acknowledged that Australia’s has inadequate on-shore 

fuel reserves.  This sovereignty/resilience issue has been 
known for decades but governments of both major 

parties have been reluctant to commit the significant 
funds necessary to achieve fuel security.  It remains an 

outstanding issue. 

 
Secondly, in anticipation of failure of the government’s 

Energy policy the Opposition Leader has proposed Small 
Modular Nuclear Reactors (SMRs) as part of the energy 

mix.  This is the highest-level endorsement of nuclear 

power that has been made since the 1960s.   
 

While an improvement in Australia’s productivity is 
widely recognised as being necessary, the Budget did 

not provide any indication of how or when this might 
occur.  There was no mention of economic reforms to 

modernise the tax system, including the compact 

between the federal government and the states; and 
ending the wasteful duplication of government services.  

Again, we probably must wait until the after the next 
election. 

 

A current problem for Australian democracy is that with 
slim majorities in power, neither of the major political 

parties have been willing to undertake, or even 
foreshadow major structural reform. 

 
Community understanding of Defence will become more 

important as the Defence budget increases at the 

expense of Health/Education/Welfare/Aged Care and 
housing.  Expect the pips to squeak as the pressure 

comes on. 
 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/the-defence-strategic-review-says-australia-is-not-ready-for-conflict-with-china/news-story/7fce64d7c6a0de4c6c1df67900299e8f
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/the-defence-strategic-review-says-australia-is-not-ready-for-conflict-with-china/news-story/7fce64d7c6a0de4c6c1df67900299e8f
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/defence/defence-strategic-review-key-findings/news-story/5b561029696d5041cf0661e8dcbbcab3
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has 15 Book Reviews.  On behalf of 
members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The Royal 
United Services Institute of Victoria Library thanks 
authors and publishers for providing copies for 
review.    
If you would like a hard copy of a review, please 
contact the Secretary. 
 

 

Running Deep 
An Australian Submarine Life 

 
 

Peter Scott 
Fremantle, WA: Fremantle Press, 2023 

Paperback    288pp   RRP $34.99 

 
Reviewer: Kevan Sanderson, April 2023 

 
Commodore Peter 

Scott’s account of his 

naval and submarine 
career is, in his own 

words, intended to inspire 
the next generation of 

Australia’s submariners. 
Scott’s memoir includes 

tales of courage, 

commitment and 
compassion which 

capture the mystery, 
thrlll, occasional terror 

and enduring satisfaction 

of his life in the 
submarine service. However, readers expecting a ‘tell-

all’ of Australia’s currently very topical ‘silent service’ 
will be disappointed. There are no state secrets 

disclosed and mystery boats are not given even a 

passing mention. 

A prologue describes a desperate flooding, not a 

happy situation for any vessel, but particularly fraught 
in a submarine. It serves to whet the reader’s interest 

as Scott quickly recounts his early years and family 
history of military service. Grandfather and uncle 

serving during World Wars 1 and 2 respectively 

influenced Scott to join the RAN. 

The first third of the book describes Scott’s rise 

through the ranks as a submarine officer. Recounting 
how he learned his craft as a submariner, with 

occasionally exciting experiences, the author also 

manages to describe the intricacies of operating a 
submarine above and below the water. The 

descriptions of intricate pilotage and seamanship skills, 
especially in littoral waters at periscope depth whilst 

remaining undetected, fascinated this reader. 

In the second third Scott describes his ascent to 

command rank, including his successful completion of 

‘Perisher’, the world’s most demanding military 
command course, and his struggles aboard and 

ashore. Scott writes honestly of his time ‘at sea’, away 

from his family, taking a heavy toll. He laments about 
missing important days and events of his wife and 

daughter and growing apart from his parents and 

siblings. 

Paradoxically, he writes, it was easier to remain 

connected with his family while at war in Iraq than 
when at sea and the last third of ‘Running Deep’ 

covers Scott’s staff and senior command postings 
including a spell in Iraq. Whilst there his ‘difficulty 

coming to grips with misery and violence’, affected him 

more than any sea deployment; being less in control, 
thus causing constant vigilance and greater fear of 

death. 

Scott makes some startling personal confessions 

as he honestly and candidly describes his social and 
mental health issues, including alcohol abuse, which 

affected himself and his family. Deprived of the 

mystery, thrlll, and occasional terror of life under the 
sea and burnt-out, the author suffered from, well, real 

life, which he combatted by running and spending time 
in the bush. Eventually, linking continual anxiety to 

impacts of multiple service-related traumas and 

stressful job demands, he chose mental health over 
career protection and became willing to use support 

services offered by the RAN. 

In the latter part of his book Scott clearly 

expresses his thoughts about government 
mismanagement of submarine programs and his 

perceived serious decline in Australia’s most strategic 

weapons platform. The inability to deploy submarines, 
because of extended dockside time undergoing refit 

and repair, or lacking experienced submariners, left 
the RAN without credible combat power. Scott’s 

comments about the government and outsourcing 

companies having different priorities and objectives 
that don’t always align with the RAN or the submarine 

service are heartfelt and credible. 

One shortcoming in Scott’s writing is that he 

describes everything - the action, the jobs he held and 

the personal consequences of his service - only at a 
high level, leaving this reader with many questions and 

wanting more. Like a cheese sandwich without bread, 
tasty, but unsatisfying, it feels like a lot of description 

is missing and the reader is left to fill in the blanks. 
The latter part of the book is also prone to jargon 

overload and ‘middle-management’ waffle muddling 

several descriptions of his activities. 

Scott served as a submariner during the RAN 

submarine service’s zenith to possibly its nadir and has 
clearly contributed much to his country and its 

security. His contributions to Strategic and Maritime 

Warfare thinking and RAN submarine service mission 
may have been partly responsible for its recent 

renaissance and a rise in morale. 

‘Running Deep’ is an interesting book which may 

attract many young readers to pursue a similar career 
and in this regard the book achieves its goal. His 

memoir is a good read. 
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Britain's Final Defence 
Arming the Home Guard, 1940-1944 

 
Dale Clarke 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire UK: The History 

Press, 2022 
Paperback.   304pp   RRP: $39.53 

 
Reviewer: Roger Buxton, April 2023 

 

 In a broadcast on 14 May 1940, Anthony Eden, 
the Secretary of State for War, asked men between 

the ages of 17 and 65, who could not otherwise serve, 
to join the Local Defence Volunteers, shortly to 

become the Home Guard. The 
Home Guard would be issued 

with uniforms and would be 

armed, but they would not be 
paid. While a target of 500,000 

would have been appropriate, 
the Home Guard eventually 

numbered over 1.6 million. 

The BBC’s ‘Dad’s Army’ 
television series has created 

the perception of groups of 
slightly comic middle-aged 

men, badly armed with 

obsolete World War 1 weapons and of negligible 
military value. This mistaken belief has become an 

accepted fact, a belief that former British Army Officer 
and author of books about weaponry Dale Clarke 

shows to be very far from the truth.  

The standard British Army rifle in 1940 was the 

1907 pattern .303 Short, Magazine Lee-Enfield (SMLE) 

plus 300,000 .303 Pattern 1914 (P14) rifles and a very 
few new Number 4 rifles.  Limited numbers of rifles 

SMLE, P14 and the Canadian Ross were issued to the 
Home Guard, but rifles were in short supply and large 

numbers of American M1917 rifles (the British P14 rifle 

adapted to the .30-06 round and packed in grease for 
the past 20 years) were purchased for the Home 

Guard who then had to hand their .303 rifles over to 
the Regular Army. The SMLE was considered a ‘handy’ 

rifle and its loss was bitterly resented by the Home 
Guard, although its ballistics were inferior to the 

M1917, which was a newer weapon than the rifles 

used by the Regular Army! 

The Home Guard consisted largely of old 

soldiers and men of military age in reserved 
occupations. The local defence of factories (especially 

favoured by Lord Beaverbrook, Minister of Aircraft 

Production) and their local areas against airborne 
troop landings were seen as the role of the Home 

Guard, but in the summer of 1940 they played a vital 
role by manning fixed defences in the expected path of 

a German Invasion. 

The Lewis light machine gun was another 
supposedly obsolete weapon issued to the Home 

Guard, but it had only been superseded by the Bren 
light machine gun in 1938. Although the Bren gun was 

a superior weapon, the Lewis gun was in demand 

throughout the War, especially in the anti-aircraft role. 

Separate chapters discuss all categories of weapons 

developed for the Home Guard including the Sticky 
Bomb and the 29mm Spigot Mortar, both effective in 

the anti-tank role. The Spigot Mortar was used in 

North Africa to ‘thicken up’ the anti-tank defence.  

Later in the war, some Home Guards helped to 

man anti-aircraft batteries, thereby releasing regular 
soldiers for other employment. To make up for the 

shortage of weapons, when ‘pikes’ (bayonets welded 
to lengths of pipe) were issued late in 1941 they were 

a public relations disaster and confined to stores by 

Home Guards armed with Sten sub-machine guns, 

grenades and spigot mortars.  

Anyone interested in weaponry and how a 
citizens militia came to play a vital role in the defence 

of Britain against an expected German invasion should 

enjoy this fascinating book. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Before Bletchley Park 
The Codebreakers of the First World War 

 
 

Paul Gannon 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire UK: History Press, 2022. 
Paperback   352pp   RRP $37.99 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2023 

 

Paul Gannon provides an 
excellent account of Britain’s 

use of intercepted traffic of 
other nations both before and 

during the First World War. 
Submarine cables were the first 

source of this intelligence – 

usually with a view to gaining a 
political or commercial 

advantage. It was not until the 
first decade of the 20th century 

that the use of radios became 

prevalent. In 1914 Britain was fortuitously at a Marconi 
promotion in Germany, and hence had access to the 

location of all their global wireless stations for their 
naval and commercial fleets. Excellent maps have 

been provided of their world network, and in particular 

those on the African continent.  

With war being imminent, Britain set about 

severing any undersea cables that Germany used, 
including the trans-Atlantic link to New York. When 

war was declared, British forces wiped out as many 
international transmitting stations as possible – most 

of these were on the coastline, so were easy ‘prey’. On 

11 September 1914 the Australian Naval and Military 
Expeditionary Force captured the German asset at 

Rabaul before the convoys of troops sailed for ‘the 
Western Front’. On 9 November 1914, HMAS Sydney, 

escorting the first convoy, sank the SMS Emden 
heading to destroy the cable and wireless station on 

Direction Island in the Cocos Islands group. 
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In August 1914 wireless messages illegally 

intercepted by amateur enthusiasts were being sent to 

the Admiralty, where they piled up on the desk of the 
Director of Naval Intelligence, Henry Oliver. He had no 

free staff, let alone any with the possible capability of 
deciphering what seemed to be a valuable information 

source. Oliver offered Sir Alfred Ewing, Director of 

Naval Education, the task of setting up a code-
breaking organization in ‘Room 40’. Naval modern 

language teachers were assigned ‘special duties’. The 
Army sent its coded intercepts to The Cryptographic 

and Wireless Intelligence Organisation (which had 

existed since 1907) in the War Office. It eventually 
became known as MI1(b). Both of these organisations 

survived the First World War to become the 
Government Code and Cypher School (GC&CS) and 

was known under that name until 1946 when it 
became the Government Communications 

Headquarters (GCHQ). 

Of the three German naval codebooks whose 
near-simultaneous acquisition unexpectedly put Room 

40 into business, the Signalbuch der Kaiserlichen 
Marine (SKM) was delivered by the Russians on 13 

October, the Handelsverkehrbuch (HVB) reached 

Britain from Australia at the end of October, and the 
Verkehrsbuch (VB) was dredged up in the North Sea at 

the end of November. For the duration of the War 
Room 40 worked on intercepted naval traffic, while 

MI1(b) concentrated on diplomatic decryption work. 
Initially there was some reluctance to share the 

contents of intercepts to those who could make best 

use of it. Admiral Jellicoe RN failed to exploit his 
advantage over the German fleet at the Battle of 

Jutland in May 1916 because he ‘did not trust’ the 

intelligence from Room 40. 

Intercepts of traffic between Berlin and Madrid 

revealed the planned 1916 Easter Uprising in Ireland 
and German plan to raise fuds overseas. The most 

famous intercept was the Zimmermann Telegram sent 
to the German Ambassador in Washington in January 

1917. It indicated Germany’s intention to resume 

unrestricted submarine warfare on 1st March, and was 
also intended to be forwarded to neutral countries. US 

and British relations were rather strained at this time 
as a bankrupt Britain was desperate for US armaments 

and other support. By March the Telegram became the 
tipping point for the US – it became Germany v US 

rather than Germany v Great Britain, and the US 

declared war on Germany on 4 April 1917. 

Simplified examples have been included (with 

instructions) for the reader to try their hand at 
decoding. As with any two organisations, there were at 

times conflict between the two British agencies, with 

ample historic comment by co-workers in their 
personal papers. The Notes, Bibliography and Index 
are most thorough.  

A fascinating look at the incredible dedication to 

manual decoding done long before we (now) take for 
granted such tasks as being done by computers (and 

today, by artificial intelligence!). 

____________________________________________ 

 

British Expeditionary Force  
The Final Advance 

September to November 1918 
 
 

Andrew Rawson 
Barnsely, South Yorkshire, UK: Pen & Sword, 2018 

Hardback   218pp   RRP $52.99 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, March 2023 

 
This is Andrew Rawson’s tenth and final volume 

on the BEF on the Western Front in the First World 
War. It covers the battles of the five British and 

Empire Armies along a 150-mile front from mid-

September and includes the politicking during the last 
couple of weeks 

prior to the 

Armistice. 

The level of 
unit histories kept 

during this period 

varies in detail, but 
the manoeuvre of 

each Army, their 
corps and divisions 

and the Victoria 

Cross battle 
recipients are most 

comprehensive and 
complete. Well-

detailed maps 
enable the reader to 

carefully follow the 

details of individual 

battles.  

In the Battle of Amiens on 8th August, a seven-
division combined-arms attack by Australians, 

Canadians and British punched a fifteen-mile hole in 

the German frontage south of the Somme. The 
Germans labelled it ‘a black day of the German Army’. 

From that date the Allies were able to exert constant 
pressure on the German forces, and by late September 

most armies were within striking distance of the 

Hindenburg Line. 

Whilst both sides suffered very high casualties in 

theses last ten weeks, Allied forces continued to 
capture large number of prisoners and weapons, thus 

reducing Germany’s ability to defend in depth or 
mount counter attacks. The realization they could not 

replace lost manpower and get weapons and 

ammunition to the front, force the Germans to 
acknowledge their inevitable defeat. The last weeks 

saw them try to gain a stronger position from which to 

bargain their surrender. 

Rawson has documented in incredible detail the 

BEF and all its units in a compact volume containing 
60 maps, with an excellent index of key personnel and 

all Allied battalions listed. A most interesting and 

readable account of the last days of the Great War. 
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Attack on Sydney Harbour 
June 1942 

 
Tom Lewis 
Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, 2022 

Paperback    346pp  RRP: $24.99 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2023 
 

This narrative is yet another classic example of 

the disdain Australia and its military forces have been 
treated by The Mother Country in times of conflict.

        

Lewis opens with the scenario of Sydney on the 

evening of Sunday 31st May 

1942. The next 100 pages 
examines the background to the 

conflict, the developments in 
warships, submarines, midget 

submarines and the Japanese 

submariners. Whilst the midget 
submarines raids were not 

regarded as being Kamikaze in 
nature, none of the five midgets 

survived the attack on Pearl 
Harbour six months earlier. The five ‘mother’ 

submarines waited off Sydney for three days for the 

return of the three that attacked Sydney Harbour’s 

ships. 

Sydney Harbour was under the complete control 
of a British Royal Navy rear admiral regarded as an 

expert in anti-submarine defence, and with Pearl 

Harbour’s lessons in his CV. With the fall of Singapore 
in February 1942, there was an urgent need to 

upgrade the capability of the Garden Island graving 
dock. So much so, that work was around the clock 

under unshielded floodlight in a blacked-out city!  

The Sydney Harbour anti-submarine nets were 

incomplete to the point of there being open channels 

in excess of 200 yards at both ends. This same ‘expert’ 
discredited sailors who had examined the midget 

submarine trapped in the net telling them they were 
‘imagining things’. Despite all of the aforementioned, 

he remained in the same post until the end of the War 

and made no bravery recommendations for the 
Australian Royal Australian Navy and civilian seamen 

involved in combat against the midget submarines and 
in the rescue of survivors after 21 lives were lost on 

the torpedoed Kattabul. The USS Chicago’s captain 
refused to chase a damaged midget submarine that it 
was engaging with machine gun fire, telling his crew 

their sightings of a periscope were figments of their 
imagination. This midget escaped Sydney Harbour and 

was eventually found off Newport in 2006. 

Two Japanese aircraft were assembled on the 

decks of surfaced ‘mother’ submarines off the east 

coast and each successfully overflew the Harbour on 
separate occasions with no military response. There 

was no naval patrolling of the Tasman Sea off New 
South Wales’ coast and no RAAF provision for any 

aircraft to be ‘scrambled’ if required. The Federal 

Government played a typical ‘cover up/whitewash’ of 

the incident and praised the effectiveness of the 

preparation against such an attack. A golden 
opportunity to give a big ‘wake up’ (without panicking) 

call to a rather blasé civilian population was not taken 

advantage of. 

Tom Lewis never lets his readers down. He has 

embedded a narrative with all the necessary historical 
and political background, photographs, maps, 

diagrams, pen-pictures of key players as well as a 
closing epilogue. Several previously undiscussed 

aspects of the Japanese raid have been visited, thus 

providing a complete rounding out of this historic 

event. 

____________________________________________ 

 

On Killing Remotely 
The Psychology of Killing with Drones 

 

Wayne Phelps, Dave Grossman 

New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2021. 
Hardback    368 pp   RRP 45.00 

 
Reviewer: Robert Dixon, May 2023 

  

 The 
title of this 

book is a little 
deceptive as 

this book 

focuses on a 
very specific 

and limited 
part of 

operations 

with drones, 
namely 

operations, 
mostly 

conducted by 
the USAF, 

where the 

controllers are 
located in the 

continental 
US while 

piloting RPA’s 

which are operating in the Middle East.  It is in this 
very long-distance sense that the word ‘remotely’ in 

the title of the book has to be taken. Clearly this is a 
very different setting to one where the drone 

controllers are ‘in theatre’. Indeed, it is this which 
makes the book interesting to read as the author is 

attempting to explain why crews who, in the words of 

the author, ‘commute to combat’, have rates of PTSD 
and other stress indicators higher than one might 

imagine would be the case.  

The first section of the book (103 pages) 

provides background information and covers the 

history of remote killing in warfare, the technology 
used - with much attention to the Predator and the 

about:blank
about:blank
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Reaper operated the US forces, the different types of 

missions which may be undertaken and the control 

and communications infrastructure.  

The remainder of the work (218 pages) focuses 

in some detail upon the nature of missions involving 
killing and the psychological effect of such operations 

on the crews involved in controlling the drones. The 

author identifies two key factors which have a negative 
impact upon the crews, despite their being a 

considerable distance from the actual killing.  

First, it is in the nature of the way the 

operations are conducted that often the mission 

involves killing a person whose activities have been 
monitored by the crew(s) over long periods, not just 

hours or days but weeks and even many months. This 
means that the crews become very familiar with the 

person involved including detailed knowledge of their 
home and family life. As a result an intimacy of sorts 

develops.  

Secondly, it is often the case that the crew are 
required to observe and report on the aftermath and 

effectiveness of the strike and, as a result they 
routinely witness the impact of the strike, the carnage 

involved and the impact on bystanders, which often 

includes the family of the person who has been killed.  

I think the best way to approach this book is to 

see it as a follow-up to Samuel Marshall’s highly 
influential Men Against Fire published in 1947 and the 

1996 book On Killing by Dave Grossman. Following 
Marshall and Grossman, Phelps adopts the view that 

the act of killing is psychologically traumatic for the 

killer and as a result there is a ‘resistance to killing’.  
Phelps argues that to overcome this it is essential that 

the crews operating the drones on kill missions have 
complete trust in the motivation and judgement of 

those who are directing them to kill. 

The book has a six-page bibliography and a 

comprehensive index.  

 

Wayne Phelps is a retired Marine Corps lieutenant 

colonel whose military career included a number of 

deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq. He commanded 
units at every level from platoon to squadron, served 

as an instructor at the Marine Corps’ premier aviation 
training squadron and a staff officer in the Pentagon. 

In 2014 he was selected to become an RPA pilot and 
he attended the Air Force’s Undergraduate Pilot 

Training program. His last assignment was as the 

Commanding Officer of a Marine Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Squadron. As the Commanding Officer, he 

deployed a number of remotely piloted aircraft 
detachments to conduct counter-terrorism operations 

against violent extremist organizations. He is thus well-

placed to write on this topic. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

The Secret History of the Five Eyes 
The Untold Story of the International Spy Network 

 
Richard Kerbaj 
Bloomsbury Square, London: Bonnier Books, 2022 

Paperback    416pp    RRP: $34.99 
 

Reviewer: Adrian Catt, April 2023 
 

 This most interesting and revealing work 

chronologies the evolution of The Five Eyes security 
and intelligence pact; from formation, through a 

monumental, chequered history, till its unique and 
superior present-day dominance of both signals 

intelligence (SIGINT) and 

human intelligence 

(HUMINT) tradecraft. 

Commencing with 
descriptions of the key 

players and their 

respective military and 
domestic intelligence 

organisations in both the 
United Kingdom and the 

United States of America 
post-WWI, the author 

brings the reader up-to-

date on the development 
of the Special 

Arrangement which formed between these two 
nations, and how since WW2 the pact was expanded 

to include the governments and intelligence resources 

of Australia, Canada and New Zealand as partner 
members of a new working arrangement: The Five 
Eyes. 

Trust is everything in the security intelligence 

game, so it is not surprising that the Five Eyes have, 
according to the author, had to sometimes operate 

outside the scrutiny or accountability of presidents, 

prime ministers, and government officials. This has 
been in order to preserve the integrity of intelligence 

from those whom who held political views contrary to 
the needs for secrecy, particularly those with personal 

agendas, or indeed those engaged in espionage. 

This book details the most significant political 
and military events of the last century, and how they 

have been shaped or addressed by the security and 
intelligence constituents of the Five Eyes members, 

including such entities as GCHQ, MI5, MI6, OSS, CIA, 

FBI, NSA, ASIO, ASD, ASIS, CSIS, GCSB; as well as 
many as 19 other known entities belonging to a small 

number of second-tier partners. All of these 
institutions contribute and share openly in the struggle 

to counter or defeat rogue nations such as China, 

Russia, Iran, and North Korea. 

Covering defections, moles, leaks and industrial 

espionage of yesteryear, this riveting work shines light 
on how critical it is for the Five Eyes to be dynamic 

and trusting, as they strive to defeat our enemies who 
are hell-bent on sabotaging Western economies and 

engaging in cyber warfare. 
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Whist the Five Eyes move at the pace of its 

quickest movers in their respective specialist fields, 

trust and secrecy is everything.  The amount of 
information available to the Five Eyes is almost 

limitless, and the pressure to be responsible and 
accountable is traded somewhat for the higher interest 

of secrecy, and ultimately a safer western world. 

Captivating, concise reading - a real eye-opener. 
Strongly recommended to military and policing 

readers. 

____________________________________________ 

.] 

Lost Women of Rabaul 
 

Rod Miller 
Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, 2022 

Paperback    360pp  RRP: $32.99 

 
Reviewer: Adrian Catt, May 2023 

 

This is the 

story of huge 

wartime injustice 
against 17 

Australian nurses, 
one civilian ex-

pat, and a female 

US citizen, at the 
hands of 

Japanese captors 
during the Second 

World War.  The 
nurses and ex-pat 

were taken 

captive in the fall 
of Rabaul in 

1942, and 
shipped aboard 

the Naruto Maru, 

to Yokohama 
Japan, where they were held incommunicado for a 

staggering three years and nine months; until the 
conclusion of war in the Pacific. 

Shipped to Japan in the hold of a vessel 
containing male prisoners of war (POWs), the women 

were separated from the men upon arrival in Japan, 

processed like tourists through customs formalities, 
before being interned in the Bund Hotel, at the hands 

of the Yokohama Prefecture Police. The Japanese 
never notified the Swiss Legion nor the International 

Red Cross of the women’s presence in Japan the entire 

time they were held captive. The reason given for non-
reporting was that the Japanese considered the 

women ‘special cases’ and not POWs. Pathetic 
reasoning and a poor excuse, as well as a denial of 

basic human rights. 

After a brief period, the women were moved to 
the Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club (YARC), where, 

they said in their diaries, that they were relatively 

comfortable and well-treated. Then the beatings 

started, and a starvation diet inflicted by their captors 

had an immediate detrimental effect upon their health. 
At great personal risk to their lives, most of the 

women kept diaries of their internment, written in 
pseudo-code as prose, verse or poetry; they detailed 

everything.  Some women were so scared of what they 

had written that they panicked and disposed of their 
diaries down toilets. 

The women were uprooted from the YARC and 
moved to an abandoned former hospital in Totsuka, in 

the countryside outside Yokohama; a filthy, dilapidated 

wooden structure which had no heating whatsoever, 
and two water-wells some distance away, with hand-

pumps (one broken).  Here, the weakened, starving 
women were forced to dig their own air-raid shelters 

(some women collapsing from exhaustion), chop the 
firewood for the kitchen, and carry 100 buckets per 

day uphill for some considerable distance, for cooking, 

washing and so their captors could bathe.   

As there was no heating, the women traded 

cigarettes, shoes and children’s clothing from Red 
Cross Aid packages with a local woman, who 

exchanged sweet-potatoes, and allowed the women to 

cook and warm themselves beside her hibachi. The 
severe winters were made worse for the women as 

their guards removed two futons from each woman, 
leaving them to sleep on benches strewn with straw-

filled tatami mats and one futon, for days and nights 
as cold as minus six Celsius. 

These desperate and forgotten women had to 

steal to survive. Further, as they had only ever been 
issued with one set of clothing by the Japanese for the 

entire three years and nine months, they were forced 
to make and repair their own scant and filthy light-

weight clothing. Nobody outside of their captors 

communicated the women’s’ plight to their families, 
government, or authorities. The women were denied 

mail services and could not write or receive letters or 
cables with the outside world.  Total isolation: totally 

incommunicado. 

But why?  The Japanese never sought to 
exchange these women in the three formal prisoner 

exchanges of the War.  Did they intend to hold them 
for ransom, or even kill them outright?  This was 

surely one of the greatest and most in-humane 
injustices of the entire War. 

This book is fascinating reading, a real window 

into the hardship, frustration and anguish inflicted 
upon caring innocent people, by brutal, sadistic and 

inhumane captors so gutless they even bashed women 
and terrorised them at the end of swords. This book 

will make all its reader feel compassionate over the 

circumstances these women endured.  Engrossing 
reading. 

____________________________________________ 
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The Battle for Isurava 

Fighting on the Kokoda Track in the heart of the Owen 
Stanleys 

 
David W Cameron 
Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, March 2022 

Paperback   364pp   RRP $32.99 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, April 2023 

 
This work follows Cameron’s The Battles for 

Kokoda Plateau [Allen & Unwin, 2020]. in July 1942, the 
Australian militiamen of B Company, 39th Battalion 

(Maroubra Force), outnumbered by three to one, had 

spent four weeks fighting a delaying action on the 
Plateau. This and the Kokoda airstrip were captured by 

the Japanese on 11th August. Cameron provides the 
detail of the successive battles at Deniki, Isurava, and 

Eora Creek as the Australians withdrew southwards 
along the Kokoda Track. 

 

On 8th August B Company launched a 
counterattack at 

Kokoda, but 
outnumbered and 

short of ammunition, 

fell back to Deniki 
after two days of 

fighting. By 13th 
August B Company 

were reinforced by 
the arrival of the 

remainder of their 

(39th) battalion 
which had moved up 

the Kokoda Track. 
The Japanese 

launched their first 

attack on Deniki on 
13th August, and 

early the next morning the decision was made for the 
39th to withdraw to Isurava before the Japanese by-

passed them – leaving the route to the south open.  
 

A hastily-formed and untrained militia 53rd Bn 

was shipped to Port Moresby, where they were used as 
wharf labourers instead of doing weapon and tactics 

training, before heading north on the 11th and 12th of 
August and deploying at Aloli (approximately 10km 

south of Deniki) on 21st. Their lack of training and 

cohesiveness saw virtually no worthwhile contribution 
from the 53rd whilst in theatre. Two Western Desert-

hardened 2nd AIF battalions – the 2/14th and 2/16th, 
(both leaving their mortars in defence of Port Moresby!) 

joined the battle-weary 39th Bn on 26th August. 

Concurrently the Headquarters 30th Brigade moved into 
Aloli on 26th August having been ordered ‘to retake 

Kokoda, with the assistance of 39th Bn if necessary’! 
 

For the two months Maroubra Force struggled 
with lack of communication and support from Blamey’s 

Australian Headquarters. [In Melbourne on 10th August 

1942, when discussing the fighting around Kokoda, 

General Thomas Blamey, the Commander of Allied Land 

Forces in the South West Pacific Area, said that not 
much was happening there and ‘it was not of great 

importance’! – Cameron, David W, The Battles for 
Kokoda Plateau, Allen & Unwin, 2020]. Resupply of 

food, equipment, weapons and ammunition were greatly 

hampered by poor flying conditions, air drops (without 
parachutes) and the destruction of transport aircraft at 

Port Moresby by a Japanese bombing raid on 16th 
August. The Allies had no heavy weapons to match the 

Japanese heavy machine guns, mortars and a mountain 

gun. Frequently troops of both sides lost contact with 
their colleagues and had incredible struggles to return to 

their units. 
 

There was a lull in Japanese attacks following the 
loss of Deniki. They too were building up their troop 

strength and also faced a logistics challenge. The 2/14th 

Bn bolstered the perimeter at Isurava on 26th August as 
the Japanese launched their attack. The Australians 

continued to valiantly defend their position against 
constant attack, during which on the 29th of August, 

Private Bruce Kingsbury (2/14th Bn) was to be awarded 

Australia’s first Victoria Cross in the Pacific theatre. By 
the next day the two battalions had withdrawn south to 

the Isurava Rest House but were forced the same day to 
move back to Aloli. The 2/16th Bn at Abuari then 

supported the withdrawal of 39th and 2/14th battalions 
to Eora Creek. 

 

During the following five days Maroubra Force 
withdrew after heavy Japanese pressure. The remnants 

of the 39th Bn arrived back at Owers Corner on 9th 
September (from where they were able to be moved by 

vehicle back to Port Moresby). 

 

Cameron has intertwined the diaries and letters of 

the military members involved, as well as  those of their 
Japanese opponents. Present were three Australian 

journalists – Damien Parer, Osmar White and Chester 

Wilmot – who accompanied the battalions north to 
Isurava. Service personal mentioned or quoted have all 

been identified by age, occupation and hometown. 

The multiple maps provided are ample for the 

reader to grasp the full detail of the action during the 
memorable battles that took place. There are high 

quality photographs, a very-detailed Bibliography, and 

25 pages of Endnotes. A comprehensive Index is 

included. 

This is a highly readable account of the battle that 

has been described as Australia’s Thermopylae.  

 

[The third work in this series by Cameron - Retaking 
Kokoda: The Battle for Templeton’s Crossing, Eora Creek 
and the Oivi-Gorari positions, Big Sky Publishing, 
November 2022, will be reviewed in due course 

______________________________________________ 
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Colditz 
Prisoners of the Castle 

 
Ben Macintyre 

London : Viking, 2022 

Paperback   384pp  RRP: $35.00 
 

Reviewer: Roger Buxton, April 2023 
 

 In the history of escapes from German World 

War II prisoner of war camps, Colditz Castle 
(Offizierslager Oflag IV-C) takes pride of place as a 

supposedly escape-proof camp especially for difficult 
(deutschfeindlich) officers who had escaped from other 

camps. Early books by Pat Reid and others have left a 
legacy of ingenious and 

dangerous escape 

attempts, cooperation – 
and sometimes 

unintended interference - 
between the British and 

other prisoners, baiting 

the German guards (‘the 
goons’) and striving to 

maintain morale.  

Most opinions 

about Colditz will have 

been formed by the film 
‘The Colditz Story’ and 

the BBC television series 
‘Colditz’. Both 

concentrate on escape 
attempts – successful and otherwise – and perpetrate 

the myth of a close community of dedicated escapers 

with limited attention paid to the social and emotional 
aspects of their imprisonment. This book is different: a 

‘warts and all’ history of the camp from 1940 until its 

liberation by the United States Army in 1945. 

All the Colditz prisoners are now dead, but the 

Imperial War Museum contains a collection of audio 
recordings by all surviving former Colditz prisoners made 

for the 1955 film. Ben Macintyre made extensive use of 
this resource for his book, which departs from the 

‘Colditz’ myth to show aspects of prison life, previously 
largely overlooked including the social and racial 

problems in a completely male society, although there 

was some notable contact by prisoners with sympathetic 

German women.  

The prisoners were from a pre-war society and 
British officers would have been almost entirely from the 

upper and upper-middle classes and the products of 

education in the recognised public schools. In most 
books the private soldiers who acted as cooks and 

servants are simply not mentioned. Non commissioned 
soldiers were required to work for the Germans and 

were also exempt from the duty to attempt to escape. 

As such, they were never involved in any Colditz escape 
attempt. The British class system existed even in a 

prison camp, and one private, who acted as batman for 
a famous British officer prisoner, was refused 

repatriation to Britain by this officer who reportedly said, 
‘You’re my lackey and you’re going to stay my lackey’, 

which shows that celebrated fighter pilots are not 

necessarily nice people. 

The Germans are treated sympathetically as most 
were not dedicated National Socialists, and Hauptmann 

Eggers, who wrote extensively about Colditz, was a 
civilised and correct anglophile. The book also records 

how a representative of the Swiss protecting power 

followed and kept track of the Prominente when they 
were moved to an unknown destination by the SS during 

the final collapse of Hitler’s Germany. The last chapter, 
Aftermath, completes the Colditz story by providing a 

brief post-war history of the principal characters.   

This highly recommended book contains two good 
maps and excellent plans of Colditz Castle, some 

excellent photographs and a useful bibliography. 

_____________________________________________ 

 
The Facemaker 

One surgeon’s battle to mend the Disfigured Soldiers of 
World War l 

 
Lindsey Fitzharris 

Allen Lane, 2022 
Hardback   336pp.  RRP: $45.00 

 
Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, May 2023 

 

 Harold Gillies should be 
viewed by soldiers worldwide as 

a hero. But who has heard the 
name? What were his heroic 

deeds? 

Wounds are the 

inevitable product of wars and 

facial disfigurement is one of 
the worser effects. Dr Gillies 

was a New Zealander, surgically 
educated in the UK. He joined 

the Army Medical Corps at the 

outbreak of the First World War and inevitably 
encountered many soldiers with horrid facial wounding. 

His natural curiosity caused him to work with a dentist, 
who under medical supervision, had worked towards 

ways of remediating jaw wounds. One result was that 
Gillies became a pioneer of the art and science of plastic 

surgery. Perhaps the most important result was the 

repair, partial though it sometimes was, of the 
psychological injury that accompanied these dreadful 

wounds. 

This is not a surgical text, but it is a fascinating 

account of the success of a pioneer. An interesting 

sideline is that some of his success could be attributed 
to the Medical Corps tradition of valuing skill above rank 

and seniority.  

Gillies continued his work in the Second World 

War with similar success. His techniques remain in use. 

Never was a knighthood more deserved. 

An engaging and almost necessary read! 
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The Path Finders 
The elite RAF Force that turned the tide of WW ll 

 
Will Iredale 
London, UK: WH Allen, 2021 

Paperback     448pp    RRP: $24.99 
 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, May 2023 
 

 It is true that the Royal Air Force's Bomber 

Command made a huge contribution to the eventual 
Allied victory over Nazi Germany and its allies. It is also 

true that Bomber Command's efforts would have been 
less effective had its aircrewmen not had the assistance 

of 8 (Pathfinder) Group's specialised navigators, pilots 
and other airmen, 

who dropped the 

route and target 
markers that 

enabled the Main 
Force bombers to 

reach their targets 

and find the 
correct aiming 

points. 

Every 

operation these 

men went on was 
dangerous, and 

casualties were 
high. Losses on a 

single raid 
reached as high as 

5 to 6% at a time 

when RAF High 
Command 

believed that 3% was the practical level beyond which 

losses were not sustainable. 

Despite this, Air Marshal Harris, Air Officer 

Commanding Bomber Command for the greater part of 
the War, believed that night-time saturation bombing of 

Germany's industrial cities would be enough to diminish 
Germany's industrial contribution to its war effort and 

undermine the morale of its workforce. Until the Allies 
had the resources to launch the Second Front, night 

bombing was the main method of attacking Germany, 

except for the land operations in North Africa, and later 
Sicily and Italy, and take some of the pressure off the 

Russians, who were facing the full might of the 

Wehrmacht.  

At this time, British political and military leaders 

decided that action had to be taken to improve the 
accuracy of Bomber Command's night bombers who 

were not just missing their targets, they were hitting 
open country or even a different town as much as ten or 

fifteen miles away. Even if American's heavy bomber 

forces were to join this assault, their aircraft were not 
suitable for night bombing and their aircrews were not 

appropriately trained. Also, they would never be placed 

under the control of British command  

 

The outcome of this was the creation of 

Pathfinder Force, despite strong opposition from Air Vice 

Marshal Harris, who believed that saturation bombing of 
German cities would be far more effective than precision 

bombing of industrial sites and transportation facilities. 
Also, if the Pathfinder Force was to be created (and 

Harris did not want it), he wanted Group Captain Ralph 

Cochrane to create and command it. Unfortunately, 
Harris got the two parts he didn't want: - a specialised 

Pathfinder Force, and not Cochrane. Instead, the 
appointment went to Wing Commander Donald 

Bennett.  

This didn't go well with Harris: Bennett was an 
Australian, who had enlisted in the RAF in 1930 (and 

served in a flying boat squadron commanded by Harris), 
but retired in 1935 to join Imperial Airways, returning to 

the RAF in 1941 as a Volunteer Reserve Officer, with the 
acting rank of wing commander. His relationship with Air 

Vice Marshal Harris was never a happy one. Harris tried 

to undermine Bennett, stripping his specialised, highly-
trained and experienced 5 Group (Pathfinders Force) of 

its best pilots and crews, to create path-finding units in 
each of the Bomber Command Main Force Groups. In 

this he was only partially successful, and so limiting the 

effectiveness of Bennett's men, who were frequently 
replaced by inexperienced crews, or by pilots and 

navigators straight from Operational Training Units, with 

very little or no combat flying experience. 

Despite this internal bickering, 5 Group and the 
other Pathfinder Squadrons which Harris created gave 

excellent service and achieved good results. They did a 

great deal to shorten the war, but at great cost – over 
3,600 Pathfinder aircrew men were killed during the 

War, and more than 55,000 Bomber Command aircrew 

who died . 

This book provides very good summaries of the 

careers of both Air Chief Marshal Arthur Harris and Air 
Vice Marshal Donald Bennett, and of the problems faced 

by these two fine officers, who both, each in his own 
way, made significant contributions to the final Allied 

victory in Europe. 

Mr Iredale, who is a senior journalist, has 
provided a detailed, well-researched and informative 

account of one of the most effective and dangerous 
roles played by British Commonwealth airmen in World 

War 2. He has had access to and has well used a vast 
archive of official records and private memoirs and 

correspondence to construct a very readable story of the 

skills, experiences and outright bravery of a large group 
of dedicated airmen. He explains clearly the dangers 

faced by the Pathfinders, and how they coped with 
them. He also describes the impact of the unsung 

heroes who provided these courageous men with the 

equipment to navigate high-speed aircraft at night with 
few external aids, frequently in bad weather, and the 

efficient and highly-motivated German defenders.  

The Pathfinders were almost always able to find 

their targets and drop their aiming markers in the right 
places for the Main Force bomber stream to carry out 

their part in what was a sustained campaign that is now 

history. The book is a fitting and deserved tribute to the 

men who took part. 
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Cold War Warriors 
Royal Australian Air Force P-3 Orion Operations 1968-

1991 

Ian Pearson 

Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, 2021 
Hardback   356pp   RRP $39.99 

 

Reviewer: Adrian Catt, March 2023 
 

Commencing with the stand-up of 10 and 11 SQN 
(and latter 492 SQN at Butterworth, Malaysia), this 

outstanding reference book details the development, 
selection and introduction into RAAF service of Lockheed 

P-3 Orion Long-Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft (LRMPA); 

replacing a 
fleet of ancient, 

cumbersome 
and agricultural 

Lincoln and 

Neptune 
aircraft with a 

platform which 
was faster, 

sophisticated, 

contemporary, 
and capable of 

evolving its 
technology to 

keep meeting 
Australia’s 

Defence, Coast 

watch and 
search and 

rescue (SAR) needs, across P-3B, P-3C and AP3-C 

versions for nearly 50 Years. 

The RAAF always favoured the selection of P-3 

Orions over its rival the Nimrod, but the Air Board and 
Federal Government were slow to ratify the decision to 

adopt them; but in doing so were able to incorporate 
the best of tech, as used by the US Navy, as well as 

specifying our own build requirements and taking on-
going upgrades as they flowed from the Lockheed 

production lines.  Such changes would also necessitate 

the restructuring of some RAAF crews and musterings, 
so that on-board technology could be exploited to its 

fullest potential, with maximum crew efficiency. 

Sourced from detailed unit histories, government 

records, pilot logs, and as told by the men who flew, 

crewed, and maintained the ubiquitous P-3’s, this 
comprehensive book exposes everything you could 

possibly want to know about the development, service 
and personnel associated with the P-3 Orions during the 

Cold War era.   

Covering parliamentary reporting, plagues of 
engine problems, and endless on-board electrical fires, 

we also learn of ‘cat-and-mouse’ intelligence surveillance 
and reconnaissance (ISR) sorties against a persistent 

Soviet presence in both the Indian and Southern 

Oceans. 

Introduced to meet Australia’s LRMPA needs, the 

P-3’s served with distinction in many exercises (including 

Casex, Tacex, Intex, Fincastle, Subex), SAR missions, 

fishing zone and also exclusive economic zone 

enforcement of Australian waters – Fishex and Recex, 
(and those of our neighbours), as well as sorties against 

foreign naval vessels, mostly submarines with some 

contacts being ‘hot’.   

RAAF Orions patrolled as far east as Hawaii, and 

as far west as Hong Kong and India regularly.  Only two 
RAAF P-3 Orions were ever lost - one in a fireball crash-

landing in Orlando USA, and the other in a ditching into 
a lagoon on Cocos Island.  A remarkable record 

considering such a lengthy period in service for the type. 

______________________________________________ 

 

Command 
How the Allies Learned to Win the Second World War 

 
 

Al Murray 

London, UK: Headline, 2022 
Paperback   352pp  RRP: $49.99 

 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, May 2023 

 

The sub-title of this book states clearly what it is 
about. In the years leading up to the Second World War 

few people in both Britain and France knew war was 

coming, but neither had any plans or doctrines in place 
for the defeat of Germany. Both the Western Allies were 

developing defensive strategies, whereas Germany's 
stance was to 

re-arm with 
modern 

equipment, and 

with doctrines 
very different 

from those of 
the recent 

1914-1918 war. 

When 
war came, both 

countries faced 
the same 

problem – that 
of moving from 

a peace-time, 

under-strength 
and ill-

equipped for 
'modern 

warfare’ 

military, led by 
officers who 

had served in World War One, nearly a generation 
previously. They were all, from private to field marshal, 

thinking in terms of a quick war against an enemy they 

had defeated last time round. They were to find it would 
not be easy – largely because there was a lack of 

leadership among both political and military leaders. 

But no one man can achieve victory in a war by 

his own effort. Winning, in war, and in many other fields 
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of human endeavour, it requires the co-ordinated efforts 

of teams of men, each with skills and knowledge of a 

particular aspect of war, with the ability to use both 
from a defined place in that team, and in co-ordination 

with all the other teams that make up a military force. 
Each man and each team must be led towards the 

team's objectives, and the better the leadership, the 

better the probability of successfully achieving the team 
goals. It was this capability to lead that Allied generals 

had to acquire and put into practice. 

Mr Murray puts it succinctly: In 1939, many 

British and French leaders didn't know how to win a 

war. Before they could, they had to learn to lead and to 
command their less-experienced subordinates. Later, 

when catapulted into a war that they would have 
preferred to avoid, the Americans faced exactly the 

same problem, on a larger scale, while unwilling to 
accept guidance from the British and unlikely to accept it 

from the French, in whom American political leaders had 

lost confidence. 

To show how this was done, the author has 

selected nine senior officers, seven British and three 
American, who at least achieved the rank of major 

general or above, and one who, as a subaltern who 

made it to the war-temporary rank of captain, and who 
kept a personal diary of his time as a platoon (and later 

company) commander during World War 2. 

Of the ten officers chosen, nine had served in 

both World Wars, almost all had been decorated for 
bravery at least once. Two held command of armoured 

units, two commanded airborne divisions, and six lead 

Infantry divisions and armies. One 'peaked' at captain 
and commanded a company in an elite Regular Army 

regiment – The King's Own Scottish Borderers. 

The one common thread is that all ten were army 

officers. The other services, Navy, Air and Marine Corps, 

do not get mentioned, yet these services were also led 
by officers who faced the same problems as did senior 

army officers. There are limitations on the author, of 
both space and time, and to trace the career of any 

other officer's growth in both knowledge and skills as a 

leader would do little more than go over the same 
ground more than once. However, the inclusion of 

perhaps one Naval Flag Officer and one Air Officer, of 
senior rank may have rounded out his analysis and 

conclusions. This is perhaps the only criticism, except 
that the photographs appear to have been reproduced 

digitally, and consequently lack clear definition. 

This is a book that should be read by all who have 
an interest in the study of personal leadership and 

management in either military or corporate areas, as 
there is much to be learned from it. The actual text is 

well-written, with a light touch and some wit, and is an 

easy read.  

It appears that this book is Mr Murray's first on a 

military subject. If this is so, I eagerly await his next. 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

The Death Railway 
The personal account of Lieutenant Colonel Kappe on 

the Thai-Burma Railroad 
 

Charles Kappe 

Barnsely, South Yorkshire, UK: Pen & Sword Books, 
2022 

Hardback    192pp  RRP: $59.99 
 

Reviewer: Adrian Catt, May 2023 

 
Part 1: Lieutenant Colonel 

Charles Kappe’s report, plus five Appendices 
(correspondence to IJA Officers Commanding captive 

Allied POWs). 
Part 2:  Captain Ben Barnett, Adjutant 8 Division Signal’s Unit Diary, Apr-Oct 1943. 

 

In 1943, the 
Imperial Japanese 

Army (IJA) 
summoned 7,000 

Allied Prisoners of 

War (POWs) from 
Changi Prison in 

Singapore to form 
a combined 

Australian and 

British labour force, 
to be known as ‘F’-

Force, and 
deployed it to 

Thailand to work 
on the notorious 

Burma railroad; 

supposedly under better conditions than those being 
experienced in Changi. Upon deployment, it didn’t take 

long before the Allies realised that the Japanese had 
lied, and that the POWs were to be enslaved for 

construction of the Thai-Burma railroad, all whilst 

enduring abominable monsoonal weather, sodden 
conditions, rampant disease, brutal and primitive 

working conditions, starvation diets, and woeful hygiene 

at both their staging and work camps. 

As a result of persistent tropical diseases and 
ulcers, men were sick and dying from the outset of ‘F’-

force deployment; from conditions such as cholera, 

malaria, beriberi, diphtheria, typhus, dysentery, 
diarrhoea, jaundice, exhaustion and understandably, 

suicide. Consequently, 44% of ‘F’-Force was to die over 
the eight months before the surviving POW’s were 

returned to Changi upon completion of the rail and 

roads construction project. 

Kappe’s report and appended documents are 

unequivocal evidence of the brutality and cold-
heartedness of the misery and inhumanity inflicted upon 

the desperate men of ‘F’-force by their IJA captors. The 

camps were scoured daily for men, whether they be fit 
or not, to be worked excessive hours with minimal or 

non-existent breaks, then marched back to camp in the 
dark of night, or the next morning! They slaved in 

primitive conditions with basic hand-tools, all whilst 
enduring life-threatening fatigue, disease and starvation. 

Established camps were fouled with excrement, vomitus, 
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flies and mosquitoes, so Australians took the initiative to 

establish proper hygiene practices with segregated 

latrines, cooking areas, hospitals, sleeping quarters, 
water supplies and bathing facilities (usually rivers one 

kilometre or further from camp). All the water was 
polluted with disease, so all water used for drinking and 

cooking had to be boiled. 

Kappe’s report was used as evidence in War 
Crimes Trials and correlates with Captain Bennett’s 

detailed Unit Diary of the horrors endured by the men of 
‘F’-Force and makes for chilling reading of inhumanity at 

its worst. 

The only detail missing from this historic 

publication, is a map of the camps. 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best 
collection in Victoria on defence and military 
related subjects by donating to your RUSI VIC 
Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the 
Australian Taxation Office, and monetary gifts to 
the Fund over $2 are tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library 
Fund’. Receipts will be provided. 
 

 

Lights Everlasting: 

Australia’s 

commemorative stained 

glass from the Boer War 

to Vietnam 
Almost hidden within religious buildings, 
hospitals, school chapels and civic 

buildings, stained-glass windows tell of 

Australians at war. 

Scholarly Publishing   RRP $ 69,95 
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Library Notes 
 
The cataloguing of our map collection proceeds steadily thanks to Joan our tireless volunteer. 

 
We have received a donation of two excellent quality tall wood and glass bookcases which are installed in the Secretary’s 

office. These have alleviated our storage problem for rare books. This in turn has released metal shelf space for the 

general collection. This just as well because we have received a large donation of Naval books from HMAS Cerberus. 
These are being assessed and catalogued. Many of these books relate to the Royal Navy. Just one example is a large 

format, two volume set, describing the design and construction of HMS Victory. More news of this considerable donation 
in the next report.  

 
Inevitably the changing landscape of shelf space involves physically moving most of the books in the library. Our 

President has started this process himself! 

 
 

Brian Surtees 
Hon Librarian 

 

New Acquisitions (since March 2023) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 

 Title  Author  Subject  

 

Barbarossa Jonathan Dimbleby How Hitler lost the War 
 
Helpem Fren Michael Wesley Australia and the Regional Assistance Mission to 

Solomon Islands (RAMSI) 2003–2017 
    
The Invisible Trauma Dave Morgan Coping with PTSD. 
  
The Darkest Christmas Peter Hamsen December 1942 and a world at war.  
 
The Home Front Patrick Lindsay The never-ending war within our veterans. 
 
Because Our Fathers Lied Paula Astridge From Boer to World War, Australia's baptism by fire. 
 
Pure Massacre Kevin O'Halloran Australian soldiers reflect on the Rwandan 

genocide. 
 
Missing Ian W Shaw War, sacrifice and the search for justice. 
 
The Oboe Landings 1945 Dayton McCarthy The planning and execution of the three landings on 

Tarakan, on Brunei and on Balikpapan. 
 
Revealing Secrets John Blaxland & An unofficial history of Australian  
 Clare Birgin  signals intelligence and the advent of cyber. 
 
The Factory John Fahey The official history of the Australian Signals 

Directorate, Vol I 
 


