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Forthcoming Anniversaries

27 July 1917: Lt A.R. Little,
an Australian serving in the
RNAS, shot down 15 German
aircraft over France between 8
April & 27 July in a Sopwith
triplane

28 July 1916: Sgt Claud
Castleton, 5 MG Coy,
awarded the VC for his
actions near Pozieres. He died
during the action

29 July 1901: South
Australians attack commando
forces at Groot Valliers farm,
South Africa

30 July 1916: HMAS
Pioneer bombards Dar Es
Salaam, Tanganyika (now
Tanzania)

31 July 1960: Malayan
Emergency ends after 12
years and 45 days

31 July 1962: AATTYV arrives
in South Viét Nam

2 August 1950: RAAF 77
Sqn completes 800 sorties in
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Christmas in Changi 1942

ﬁ g N | How do you celebrate Christmas in captivity?

\\‘\: The 4th Reserve Motor Transport Company was
part of 8th Division Malaya. Formed as part of the
2nd AIF, many of its personnel served in the

xm@s HEB@F Malaya-Singapore campaign. Tragically, many of

EW@WGH its personnel were captured after the fall of

i okl s ' Singapore and were incarcerated in Changi.

Subsequently some died as prisoners of war in

Sandakan, Borneo.

Units tried to keep together in
Changi and the 4t RMT had
formed a Sergeants” Mess. Those
that attended Christmas dinner
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had an indivually crafted menu. Sh g R, o, v

This one belonged to Staff
Sergeant Jack Moran, who
survived imprisonment and
returned home to Camberwell, Victoria. The menu is charged w1th 1rony
[Creme de burned rice, coffee a la rice polishings, tea (still without)] and
Japanese puns.

This is a small but very significant item in RUSIV’s collection.
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| Key: (M) - magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) - film; (P) - podcast

Strategy

Colby’s critique of middle power strategy shows why we need it: (M)AspiStrategist
The war in Ukraine has dramatically changed special forces operations: (M) AspiStrategist

Defence

Australia whips together a hybrid air defense weapon: (M) DefenseNews
Going nuclear: the true costs Australia would face: (IM)Lowy
Thales, Visionary Machines join forces on passive drone hunter: (M)Dronebront

Navy
New long-range drone takes off for Navy: (IM)Contact

Air Force


https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/colbys-critique-of-middle-power-strategy-shows-why-we-need-it/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_cbe694b6b1f6a4972205225e34f7a864&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Colbys%20critique%20of%20middle%20power%20strategy%20shows%20why%20we%20need%20it
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-war-in-ukraine-has-dramatically-changed-special-forces-operations/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_f0f59c00ec31eac7cc565c7ded06bee7&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20war%20in%20Ukraine%20has%20dramatically%20changed%20special%20forces%20operations
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2026/07/23/australia-whips-together-a-hybrid-air-defense-weapon/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/going-nuclear-the-true-costs-australia-would-face?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_r8FI_yJ-hxmVX6q4VK19KldhbRH6eWm3q35r6ltEoKyYqajuUjvLE0Ig25CmkTBQr9LJRroKigtKgWwr4c_cVNRZzhw&_hsmi=30765812&utm_content=30765812&utm_source=hs_email
https://dronefront.com/thales-visionary-machines-drone-hunter/
https://contactairlandandsea.com/2026/07/23/new-long-range-drone-takes-off-for-navy/
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx

Exercise Pitch Black 2026:
Boeing’s MQ-28 Ghost Bat makes Farnborough Airshow debut:
An Australian CCA flew in a Pacific exercise. Boeing exec says it's an important ‘first step’:

Pacific & Southeast Asia

Australia stands behind Philippines amid China’s aggression:
Why Chinese claims of sovereignty over the Batanes cannot be ignored:
Malaysia announces missile order for stalled warship program:

Indonesia

Someone is showing a lot of underwater interest in Indonesia’s straits:
Obvious but not easy: uncrewed systems should surveil Indonesia’s seas:

UK

New British prime minister gains early defense win with Canada fighter jet tie-up:

NATO & EU

Russia may wuse captured Ukrainian drones against Poland and Baltics, Warsaw warns:

US

Coast Guard shifts cutter squadron from Middle East to Pacific:
Hegseth offers $37.5B price tag for ‘certain aspects’ of Iran war:
Recommended: Washington misreads middle power cooperation:

Ukraine
Ukraine will build 5M drones in 2026. NATO must learn how: deputy commander:
‘Makes no sense’: firing of Ukraine’s defense minister sparks protests, outcry among allies:

Ukraine’s new command team faces its first three tests:
Ukrainian F-16 scored first air-to-air kill against a Russian fighter: top U.S. general:
What to know about Ukraine's military shakeup:

China

Total war on Taipei: China explores elevating cognitive effects into its vision of warfare:

Russia
How Ukraine put Russia on the backfoot:

Military History
Will Argentina invade the Falklands? And can Britain stop them?
Defying the empire: jungle campaign in New Guinea:

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI


https://www.airforce.gov.au/our-work/exercises/exercise-pitch-black/exercise-pitch-black-2026-participants
https://www.defensenews.com/industry/techwatch/2026/07/22/boeings-mq-28-ghost-bat-makes-farnborough-airshow-debut/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.defenseone.com/business/2026/07/australian-cca-flew-pacific-exercise-boeing-exec-says-its-important-first-step/414951/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20July%2023%2C%202026&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-stands-behind-philippines-amid-chinas-aggression/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2eb384edcadeb3e59de057f73d4b8a0e&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australia%20stands%20behind%20Philippines%20amid%20Chinas%20aggression
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/why-chinese-claims-of-sovereignty-over-the-batan-islands-cannot-be-ignored?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8lw7XdJ4_Um1eqIm8xuW0c_IGhU4Q3IraAOmgt4S2pvBYD7naam3rWxYQJeybVArJiIf0mLT1xswK-G7O3QNZ1R3-Hag&_hsmi=30765812&utm_content=30765812&utm_source=hs_email
https://thedefensepost.com/2026/07/23/malaysia-mbda-missile-order/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/someone-is-showing-a-lot-of-underwater-interest-in-indonesias-straits/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2e4a9d17e11ed35a63a60f53d75327a2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Someone%20is%20showing%20a%20lot%20of%20underwater%20interest%20in%20Indonesias%20straits
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/obvious-but-not-easy-uncrewed-systems-should-surveil-indonesias-seas/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2eb384edcadeb3e59de057f73d4b8a0e&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Obvious%20but%20not%20easy%20uncrewed%20systems%20should%20surveil%20Indonesias%20seas
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/07/21/new-british-prime-minister-gains-early-defense-win-with-canada-fighter-jet-tie-up/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/07/21/russia-may-use-captured-ukrainian-drones-against-poland-and-baltics-warsaw-warns/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/coast-guard-cutters-pacific-middle-east/?utm_source=beehiiv&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tp-today-newsletter&_bhlid=54472e4c1e7eebb258c30496dadf7af583887a0d
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/07/hegseth-offers-37-5b-price-tag-for-certain-aspects-of-iran-war/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8M4p8ZAwt0_XIGCzJQ2o2_lC7nkkpNtl1YiTRfFgZ-hYglsZPm9-hq7nwdlyIpZe_xIttr6up22VV6rzLjWCxP4fp7yA&_hsmi=429519333&utm_content=429519333&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/washington-misreads-middle-power-cooperation?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_HGuzAbNnurnuW0rzjspbw4oRGfinX4ym-WWA1MoF-2JBfqmAUovyHU0UGP7aJ75aIVXq26QpXjOocP98rlceU7XkL4Q&_hsmi=30765812&utm_content=30765812&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2026/07/ukraine-will-build-more-5-million-drones-year-nato-must-take-notes-deputy-chief-says/414819/?oref=d1-topic-lander-top-story&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MD_306285_RTX_D1_GACWrapUp_7_20_26&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2026/07/ukraine-defense-minister-firing-protests/414836/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20July%2020%2C%202026&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/ukraine-s-new-command-team-faces-its-first-three-tests?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.twz.com/air/ukrainian-f-16-scored-first-air-to-air-kill-against-a-russian-fighter-top-u-s-general?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/22/g-s1-134813/ukraine-military-shakeup-zelenskyy?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://warontherocks.com/total-war-on-taipei-china-explores-elevating-cognitive-effects-into-its-vision-of-warfare/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://warontherocks.com/how-ukraine-put-russia-on-the-backfoot/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZO5WzLcr-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJ_3o6UiSlk
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