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 Scarlet Beach 
 At dawn on 22 September 1943 
the 20th Brigade, commanded by 
Brig J.V. Windeyer, was landed 
by Rear Admiral Daniel Barbey’s 
US Navy Task Force. Scarlet 
Beach was strongly defended by 
the well-entrenched Japanese. 
They were beaten back after 
several days of fierce fighting. 
This was Australia’s first opposed 
amphibious landing of the war – a 
preliminary operation prior to the 
capture of Finschhafen which 

would be developed into an airfield base to attack the Japanese. 
Prior to dawn on 17 October Japanese launched a counterattack 

from several flanks including from the sea in barges. Attacking along a 
wide front, the main Japanese thrust was made between the Song and 
Siki Rivers, where groups broke through the Australian lines and 
reached the beach. The Japanese counterattack lasted for about a week 
and resulted in a small contraction of the Australian lines and a splitting 
of their force before it was defeated. By the end of October 1943 the 
Japanese main force withdrew to Sattelberg, suffering heavy casualties. 
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Defence  

AUKUS, nuclear submarines and the tyranny of default thinking: (M)AspiStrategist  
Jindalee: We see you! (M)OldFliersGroup   
Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines should be built in America: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Army 
Boxer Combat Reconnaissance Vehicle capability pushed to the limit; (F)Defence  
Re-raising of Western Australia’s most storied unit, the 10th Light Horse Regiment: (M)Contact 
  

Navy 

Australian and German Navies pay tribute to fallen servicemen: (F)Defence  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
18 October 1943: Strong attack by 
Japanese 20 Bde on Australian 9 Div at 
Scarlet Beach, New Guinea 
18 October 1944: HMAS Geelong sinks 
off New Guinea 
18 October 1950: 3RAR, with American 
tanks in support, captures Samgapo, Korea 
19 October 1942: Japanese counter 25 
Bde’s attack at Templeton’s Crossing on the 
Kokoda Track 
19 October 1950: UN forces occupy North 
Korean capital, Pyongyang 
20 October 1942: 16 Bde attacks Japanese 
positions at Eora Creek 
20 October 1944: RAN supports US 
landings on Leyte, Philippines 
21 October 1943: 9 Div secures Scarlet 
Beach, repulsing the last of a series of 
Japanese attacks 
23 October 1942: Second Battle of El 
Alamein begins 
24 October 1945: UN Day, UN Charter 
ratified 
25 October 1942: 9 Div attacks Axis forces 
at El Alamein 
25 October 1944: HMAS Shropshire in 
the Battle of Surigao Strait 

A weekly e-newsletter relating to our security & defence 

 Landing at Scarlet Beach by Roy Cecil Hodgkinson 
(AWM) 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/aukus-nuclear-submarines-and-the-tyranny-of-default-thinking/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2e589e8a81b15c0f106f837fe860ec8d&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=AUKUS%20nuclear%20submarines%20and%20the%20tyranny%20of%20default%20thinking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=falK3eAim1I
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-nuclear-powered-submarines-should-be-built-in-america/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ecbb2c2f373c3cd059b7865f40245236&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australias%20nuclear-powered%20submarines%20should%20be%20built%20in%20America
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybb2Nc7dYqY
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2021/10/06/family-reflects-on-connection-to-unit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXxnAa1-eG8
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
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RAN Band - Navy Music Writers - CPOMUSN Martyn Hancock, CSM: (F)RAN  

Air Force 
Sunsuper Riverfire 2021: (F)RAAF   
 

New Zealand 
HMNZS Te Kaha joins military partners on transit of South China Sea: 
(M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
AUKUS adds ambiguity to the Australia–New Zealand alliance: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

South Pacific 
South Pacific Defence Ministers meet: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
 

Malaysia 
After years of delays, Malaysia’s MD 530G helos on order will undergo predelivery inspection: 
(M)DefenseNews  
 

India 
AUKUS can strengthen India’s strategic autonomy: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

UK 
New Defence Chief: Who’s Admiral Sir Tony Radakin? (F)ForcesNews  
HMS Queen Elizabeth: Royal Navy's Big Indo-Pacific Operation: (F)ForcesNews  
 

US 
Iron Dome heads to missile defense experiment in Guam: (M)DefenseNews  
One Navy-Marine Corps team: strategic guidance from the Secretary of the Navy: (M)USDOD  
Biden the realist: the President’s foreign policy doctrine has been hiding in plain sight: 
(M)ForeignAffairs  
UPDATED: Attack submarine USS Connecticut suffers underwater collision in South China Sea: 
(M)USNI  
Former special ops commander on Afghanistan withdrawal: (M)DefenseNews  
Four-star spotlights key problem areas for the Army in the Pacific: (M)DefenseNews  
 

Military History 
Women doctors in military service, 1915: a turning point in their acceptance? | Dr Antonia Newell: 
(F)WesternFrontAssociation  
 

China  

Why China is alienating the world: backlash is building—but Beijing can’t seem to recalibrate: 
(M)ForeignAffairs  
 

Taiwan 
Taiwan and the fight for democracy: a force for good in the changing international order: 
(M)ForeignAffairs   

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  

© RUSIV 2021. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=567NBOl6aEs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJwgAguJhXs
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/hmnzs-te-kaha-joins-military-partners-on-transit-of-south-china-sea/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/aukus-adds-ambiguity-to-the-australia-new-zealand-alliance/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2e589e8a81b15c0f106f837fe860ec8d&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=AUKUS%20adds%20ambiguity%20to%20the%20AustraliaNew%20Zealand%20alliance
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/south-pacific-ministers-meet/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2021/10/07/after-years-of-delays-malaysias-md-530g-helos-on-order-will-undergo-predelivery-inspection/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/aukus-can-strengthen-indias-strategic-autonomy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_40ab5b0c393cfc872e7da8408d94078d&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=AUKUS%20can%20strengthen%20Indias%20strategic%20autonomy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjDz2Ymha0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0RrjBaTaxY
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/10/07/iron-dome-heads-to-missile-defense-experiment-in-guam/
https://media.defense.gov/2021/Oct/07/2002870427/-1/-1/0/SECNAV%20STRATEGIC%20GUIDANCE_100721.PDF
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-09-09/biden-realist?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=weekend_read&utm_content=20211009&utm_campaign=FA%20Weekend_100921_Biden%20the%20Realist&utm_term=FA%20Weekend%20Read-012320
https://news.usni.org/2021/10/07/breaking-attack-submarine-uss-connecticut-suffers-underwater-in-pacific
https://www.defensenews.com/video/2021/10/11/former-special-ops-commander-on-afghanistan-withdrawal-military-times-reports/
https://www.defensenews.com/news/your-army/2021/10/12/four-star-spotlights-key-problem-areas-for-the-army-in-the-pacific/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7DMJde4lq8
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2021-10-06/why-china-alienating-world?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=Taiwan%20and%20the%20Fight%20for%20Democracy&utm_content=20211008&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/taiwan/2021-10-05/taiwan-and-fight-democracy?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=Taiwan%20and%20the%20Fight%20for%20Democracy&utm_content=20211008&utm_term=FA%20This%20Week%20-%20112017

