
 Australian Bushcraft 
 

In 1943, concerns about a potential 

Japanese invasion led many Australians to think 

seriously about how to survive in the harsh outback. 

In response, the Australian Army Education 

Service published a pioneering 46-page booklet 

dedicated to survival skills. 

This manual focuses on essential, practical 

advice. Unlike modern survival shows with 

sensational tactics, these instructions were crafted 

by experienced soldiers who learned through direct, 

challenging experience—long before the days of 

helicopter rescues, personal locator beacons, or 

GPS. The chapters explore fundamental topics such 

as lighting fires without matches, sourcing water 

from the land, foraging for edible plants and animals, making snares, and 

sharpening observation skills to read the landscape. The guide delivers 

straightforward and reliable knowledge, cutting through any hype to provide 

authentic survival basics. 
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Defence  
Geelong Treaty hedges against US chaos and Australian complacency: 
(M)AspiStrategist  
Does Australia’s US alliance doom our Asian relationships to fail? 
(M)Lowy  

Recommended: Promises, proceeds and posture: why the Defence estate audit matters: 
(M)AspiStrategist  

Navy 
Work begins in Western Australia to host nuclear submarines under AUKUS pact 
 (M)Stars&Stripes  
Australia announces $1.7 billion investment in Ghost Shark: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
Canadian, Australian warships sail through Taiwan Strait: (M)USNI  
 

Singapore 
Singapore selects Boeing P-8 Poseidon as its next maritime patrol aircraft: (M)BreakingDefense  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 

15 September 1943: 2/25 Bn 
patrols enter and raise 
Australian flag at Lae 
19 September 1918: Australian 
light horse units ride around 
Turkish positions at Nablus, 
Jordan, sealing enemy escape 
routes 
19-25 September: The climactic 
Battle of Megiddo in the 
Palestine campaign 
19 September 1943: 2/6th 
Independent Company takes 
Kaiapit, New Guinea, from 
Japanese 
20 September 1917: 2Lt 
Fredrick Birks, 6 Bn, awarded 
the VC (posthumously) for his 
actions during the attack on 
Menin Road, Belgium 

21 September 1917: No.2 Sqn 
AFC reaches France 
22 September 1917: Pte 
Reginald Inwood, 10 Bn, 
awarded the VC for his actions 
at Polygon Wood, East of Ypres, 
Belgium 
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In contested region, Indonesia diversifies arms imports: (M)AspiStrategist  

South-East Asia 
The messy truth: Australia’s reputation in Southeast Asia: (M)Lowy  
 

Indo Pacific 
How uncertainty about US strategy complicates Europe’s approach to the Indo-Pacific: (M)Lowy  
 

UK 
Britain’s new tank ‘must punch above its weight’: (M)UKDefenceJournal  
Restoring UK airborne nuclear deterrent is key goal for new air chief: (M)DefenseNews  
 

US  

The Navy turned the LCS into a minehunter: (F)Task&Purpose  
Sea Base USS Miguel Keith hosts air, ground combat marines deployed to Australia: (M)USNI  
MQ-28 Ghost Bat with aerial refueling capability hinted at by Boeing: (M)WarZone  
 

NATO & EU 
The Northwood Declaration: UK–France nuclear cooperation and a new European strategic 
backstop: (M)IISS  
A ‘drone wall’ and Ukraine pact: the EU ups its ambitions on defense: (M)DefenseNews  
NATO launches Eastern Sentry, ramping up defenses after Russian drone incursion: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
 

Middle East  
Undersea cables cut in the Red Sea, disrupting internet access in Asia and the Mideast: (M)APNews  
 

Ukraine 
Russia strikes Ukrainian government building, in largest air attack of war: (M)CNN  
Recommended: A better way for Europe to guarantee Ukraine’s security: how European forces—
and NATO resources—can make the country stronger: (M)ForeignAffairs  
 

Russia  

Ukraine’s oil war threatens to leave Russia running on empty: (M)Lowy  
Attacking these targets could cripple Russia’s war machine: experts: (M)DefenseNews  
 

China & Taiwan 

The big threat left out of Xi’s parade: China’s weaponized AI startups: (M)DefenseOne  
Massive leak shows how a Chinese company is exporting the great firewall to the world: (M)Wired  
Chinese triad: a nuclear family affair: (M)DefenseNews 
  

Military History 
Restored footage of the Japanese Surrender on the USS Missouri: (F)RICK88  
SAS paratroopers hunt terrorists in deadly Malaysian jungle:  (F)RealResponders  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI  
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