
2/2nd Pioneer Battalion 
 

The 2/2nd Pioneer Battalion was first 
formed in May 1940 in Victoria. Pioneer 
battalions were originally intended for basic 
engineering works for the armed forces in 
battle areas with the members also trained as 
infantry for "emergency" fill in. The reality 
was that there was always an emergency and 
the pioneers performed both roles, often at 
the same time. 

The battalion served in the Middle 
East during the Syria–Lebanon Campaign 
against the Vichy French in mid-1941, 
fighting mainly as infantry. In 1942, the 

battalion was committed to the defence of Java, fighting against the 
Japanese and was all but destroyed or captured following the capitulation 
of the defending garrison. Rebuilt in 1943, it later took part in 
the Salamaua–Lae and Finisterre Range campaigns in 1943–44 and 
the Borneo campaign in 1945 before being disbanded. It was awarded 
battle honours for: Syria 1941, Merjayun, Damour, Mazaraat ech Chouf, 
South-West Pacific 1942–1945, Lae–Nadzab, Lae Road, Liberation of 
Australian New Guinea, Ramu Valley, Shaggy Ridge, Java 1942. The 
2/2nd's casualties during the war amounted to 394 killed in action or died 
on active service, and 121 wounded. 

The illustration is the program for the unit’s farewell concert held 
at Melbourne Town Hall in November 1940. 
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 
 
20 April 1941: Anzac Corps 
withdraws to the Thermopylae 
Line, Greece 
22 April 1941: Evacuation of 
Anzac Corps from Greece begins 
23 April 1918: Eleven 
volunteers from HMAS 
Australia raid Ostend and 
Zeebrugge, Belgium 
24 April 1918: Australians in 
Second Battle of Villers-
Bretonneux 
24 April 1944: Australians 
occupy Madang  
24 April 1951: 3 RAR in Battle 
of Kapyong, Korea 
25 April 1900: Naval 
contingent returns to Sydney 
from China 
25 April 1915: British, Indian, 
French, Australian and New 
Zealand troops land on Gallipoli 
Peninsula 
25 April 1918: Lt Clifford 
Sadlier, 51 Bn, awarded the VC 
for his actions at Villers-
Bretonneux, France 
26 April 1951: Cease fire talks 
between UN and North Korea 
commence in Panmunjon, Korea 
29 April 1915: HMA 
Submarine AE2 sinks in the Sea 
of Marmara, Turkey 
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