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Field Service Pocket Book 1914 
 

This pocket-sized of about 300 pages was the key 
tactical guide for British forces in the First World War. 
It was issued by the War Office to all senior NCOs, 
warrant officers and officers, including colonials. It 
details many aspects of the British military art, starting 
with the war establishments of the British Army 
(cavalry and Infantry Divisions and ancillary units) and 
the Indian Army. The handbook details everyday 
military conduct in the field, and lays down the 
regulations and guidelines for marches, quarters, camp 
cooking, sanitation and water supply. There are 
chapters on orders and the means of communication, 
plus overseas operations, map reading and field 

sketching. 
This is one of our several copies with the ownership inscription of a 

Melbourne soldier in the 46th and later 60th Barttalions, Allan Hawkins. He 
enlisted in late 1915, applied for (but was not granted) a commission and 
returned to Australia with an illness in late 1917. 
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Defence 
Australia, UK commit to modernising defence relationship: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
Defence to trial drone-killing lasers that use advanced 'directed energy' technology: (M)ABCNews  
AUKUS progress: (P)AsiaPacificDefenseReporter  
Defence estate divestments: the state of play: (M)AspiStrategist 
Australia and Britain deepen defence cooperation, but are they allies? (M)AspiStrategist 
Australia’s shadow defense minister against Japan, New Zealand joining AUKUS: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
 

Air Force 
UK defence secretary given a ride from Canberra to Adelaide in Australian military fighter jet: 
(M)Guardian  
 

New Zealand 
New Zealand MPs, Parliament targeted in China-backed hack: (F)1News  
 

RUSIV Defence Update 
Celebrating our 133rd Year  

 
Royal United Services Institute 

of Victoria 
rusivic.org.au 

secretary@rusivic.org.au 
Library Catalogue: 

www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/ 

 

 
Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
1 April 1921: AIF disbanded 
2 April 1917: Pte Joegen Jensen, 50 
Bn, awarded the VC for his actions 
at Noreuil, France 
2 April 1982: Argentina invades 
the Falkland Islands 
4 April 1918: first The first Villers-
Bretonneux battle involved the  
successful defence of the area round 
the town by the 35th & 36th 
Battalions against a German attack 
5 April 1951: 3 RAR crosses 38th 
Parallel, Korea 
6 April 1942: 42d US Div arrives 
in Australia as part of US build up 
in the Pacific region 
6 April 1952:  1 RAR arrives in 
Korea 

7 April 1917: Pte Thomas Kenny, 2 
Bn, awarded VC for his actions at 
Hermies, France 
7 April 1942: Aircraft carrier HMS 
Hermes and destroyer HMAS 
Vampire are sunk off the coast of 
Ceylon 
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Fiji 
Where did that Chinese police video come from? (M)Lowy  
 

Pacific 
Japan begins cybersecurity push in the Pacific: (M)JapanTimes  
The ABC is the most trusted international media in the Pacific: (M)AspiStrategist 
 

UK  
Army lifts ban on serving soldiers having beards: (M)BBCNews 
  

US 
Navy puts next-gen submarine on hold, and the Grey Wolf arrives: (P)DefenseNews  
How US forces can adopt Ukraine’s unconventional multidomain approach: (M)DefenseNews  
Giving ATACMS to Ukraine no longer as risky, says Joint Chiefs chairman: (M)DefenseOne  
Lawmakers want answers from Pentagon on AI developments with Australia, UK: 
(M)DefenseOne  
 

EU 
Bracing for 2025: the UK and European security under a Trump presidency: (M)RUSI  
 

Ukraine 
Ukraine says it hit two Russian naval vessels in major attack on Crimea: (M)CNN  
How drone combat in Ukraine is changing warfare: (M)Reuters  
Russia strikes Ukraine’s Kharkiv with aerial bombs for the first time since 2022: (M)APNews  
 

Russia 
How the deadliest attack on Russian soil in years unfolded: (M)APNews  
Putin threatens striking Western air bases hosting Ukrainian F-16s: (M)DefenseNews  
 

Middle East 
Purported Houthi strike on Chinese vessel in Red Sea likely a ‘mistake’: experts: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
All the Houthi-US Navy incidents in the Middle East: (M)MilitaryTimes  
 

China 
China-hosted naval forum will seek to prevent drone collisions at sea: (M)NikkeiAsia  
 

Military History  

The terrifying weapon Germany never expected: (F)WW2onTV  
The battle at Milne Bay - RAAF memories of a pivotal WWII battle: 
(F)AustralianMilitaryAviationHistory  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  
Some sites may be intermittently protected by a paywalls & may include advertisements. 

© RUSIV 2024. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  
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