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Prisoners of the Japanese 
 

Over 22,000 Australians became 
prisoners of war of the Japanese in south-east 
Asia : army (about 21,000); RAN (354); and 
RAAF (373).  

At the end of the Second World War, 
Australia placed a priority on the recovery of 
its prisoners of war, Fears were held for the 
captives. The experiences of our soldiers in 
Papua and New Guinea revealed Japanese 
cruelties. Extremely sparse correspondence 
from prisoners to their next-of-kin offered 
little comfort. 

In 1944, the 1st Parachute Battalion 
was warned to prepare for a mission to 

rescue thousands of Allied prisoners held by the Japanese 
at Sandakan in North Borneo. This operation, codenamed Operation 
Kingfisher, was controversially cancelled and almost all the prisoners 
were subsequently killed by the Japanese in what subsequently became 
known as the Sandakan Death Marches. 

The map above noted that the exact location of the Borneo camps 
was as yet unknown. 

  

 
Key to internet references: (M) – magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) – film clip; (P) - podcast 

Defence  

Recommended: Ten rules of the Australian way of war: (M)AspiStrategist  
The importance of not caring (too much) about what Beijing thinks of us: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Navy 

Can a new conventional submarine smooth Australia’s transition to a nuclear-powered fleet? 
(M)AspiStrategist  
UK Navy's newest frigates are coming, while the Australian Navy's new type 26 is ready to build: 
(F)WorldofMilitary  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
15 August 1944: RAAF bombers cover 
landings in southern France 
15 August 1945: VP Day - the end of 
the Second World War 
17 August 1966: Mortar attack on 
Australian base at Nui Dat, Vietnam 
18 August 1966: 1 Aust Task Force in 
battle of Long Tan. D Coy 6 RAR 
awarded the US Presidential Unit 
Citation 
19 August 1914: Australian 
Expeditionary Force sails to capture 
German positions in the Pacific and to 
destroy wireless installations 
20 August 1901: Australians capture 
Boer wagon train at Wolmaranstad, 
South Africa 
20 August 1941: 1st Polish 
(Carpathian) Bde relieves 18 Bde at 
Tobruk 
21 August 1943: Australians capture 
Komiatum Ridge, New Guinea, from 
Japanese forces 
22 August 1942: 18 Bde lands at 
Milne Bay, New Guinea 
23 August 1918:  Lt William Donovan 
Joynt, 8 Bn, awarded the VC for his 
actions at Herleville Wood, France. Lt 
Lawrence McCarthy, 16 Bn, awarded 
the VC for his actions near Madame 
Wood, France 
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The 1945 Red Cross Map of POW 
Camps with known locations 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/pow/general_info
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Kingfisher_(World_War_II)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Kingfisher_(World_War_II)
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ten-rules-of-the-australian-way-of-war/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_07ae648e396a74f133a5f4c4301e3e79&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Ten%20rules%20of%20the%20Australian%20way%20of%20war
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-importance-of-not-caring-too-much-about-what-beijing-thinks-of-us/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_944480a2e966e06ecc40278f3ac22304&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20importance%20of%20not%20caring%20too%20much%20about%20what%20Beijing%20thinks%20of%20us
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/can-a-new-conventional-submarine-smooth-australias-transition-to-a-nuclear-powered-fleet/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_07ae648e396a74f133a5f4c4301e3e79&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Can%20a%20new%20conventional%20submarine%20smooth%20Australias%20transition%20to%20a%20nuclear-powered%20fleet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq-JQ7XWVKY
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Air Force 
A forecast of Lightning for Pitch Black: (M)Defence  
 

New Zealand 
Questions raised about Chinese surveillance cameras in use in New Zealand: (M)RadioNZ  
Guadalcanal 80th anniversary commemorations: (F)NZDF  
 

Malaysia 
Bersatu man calls for public inquiry into warship scandal: (M)FreeMalaysiaToday  
 

Philippines 
Philippines tries to claw back money after cancelling Russian helicopter deal: (M)DefenseNews  
 

UK 
 UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace admits 20-year Afghan military campaign ended in failure: 
(M)NationalUK  
 

US 
 Infantry squad vehicle is getting a laser to destroy drones: (M)DefenseNews  
Next generation helicopters are coming: (F)USMilitaryNews  
 

Ukraine 
Russian offensive campaign assessment, August 8: (M)InstitutefortheStudyofWar 
Saky Airbase: examining the theories behind the explosions: (F)ForcesNews  
Bodies of Russian mercenaries litter field after Donetsk battle with Ukrainian Army: 
(F)RadioFreeEurope  
Russia-Ukraine war: what we know on day 172 of the invasion: (M)Guardian  
 

China 
China seeks to display its growing military might in Taiwan drills: (M)FinancialTimes  
 

Russia 
As Russian missiles struck Ukraine, Western tech still flowed: (M)Reuters  
 

North Korea 
North Korea’s space capabilities and ambitions: (F)RUSI  
 

Military History 
Berlin's hated WW2 memorial: (F)Felton  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  

© RUSIV 2022. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/forecast-lightning-pitch-black
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/472432/questions-raised-about-chinese-surveillance-cameras-in-use-in-new-zealand?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1_e7pBLGL8
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2022/08/08/bersatu-man-calls-for-public-inquiry-into-warship-scandal/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2022/08/11/philippines-tries-to-claw-back-money-after-canceling-russian-helicopter-deal/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-news/2022/08/13/uk-defence-secretary-ben-wallace-admits-20-year-afghan-military-ended-in-failure/
https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/smd/2022/08/11/this-infantry-squad-vehicle-is-getting-a-laser-to-destroy-drones/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6vq736dWfw
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMbajAGHjNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rF-cyPkmVEY
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/14/russia-ukraine-war-what-we-know-on-day-172-of-the-invasion
https://www.ft.com/content/d0a258b2-d9be-4510-a6fd-d16fc4c71a1c
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/ukraine-crisis-russia-missiles-chips/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzo6EaqqbMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrVB-eayjIA

