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Forthcoming Anniversaries

17 February 1803: Cdr
Matthew Flinders, RN, HMS
Investigator, found a fleet of 60
Malayan proas fishing in the
Gulf of Carpentaria, of about 25
tons

18 February 1865: The
Confederate raider Shenandoah
sailed from Port Phillip and later
raided the American whaling
fleet in the North Atlantic

18 February 1942: The carriers
Akagi, Kaga, Hiryu and Soryu
with 5 heavy cruisers and 20
destroyers entered the Banda Sea
to launch the air attack on
Darwin

19 February 1942: Japanese
aircraft attacked Darwin

21 February 1945: HMAS
Napier bombarded Japanese
positions on the Burma coast

23 February 1861: A 76-man-
strong naval brigade from HMS
Fawn was despatched from
Sydney with a military
contingent to put down
lawlessness among miners at
Lambing Flat

24 February 1941: The cruisers
HMAS Perth and HMS
Bonaventure landed a
Commando force on Castellorizo
in the Dodacanese coinciding
with the landing of a stronger
enemy force
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Rules of Engagement Cards (II)
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PURPLE_CARD
Orders for Opening Fire - OP SLIPPER
Mission

1.The ADF is to support NATO-led military operations in the global struggle
against violent extremism in order to enhance international peace and
security.
Self defence - Hostile act
2.A hostile act is an armed attack or other deliberate use of force where
there is a reasonable belief that loss of life or serious injury has either
resulted or is likely to result.
3. Mini force y up to and g lethal force is
for individual or unit self defence, or defence of designated persons,
against a hostile act.
Self defence - Hostile intent
4. Hostile intent is the threat of the imminent use of force where there is
a reasonable belief that loss of life or serious injury to persons is likely
to result if the threat is carried out.
5. Mini force y up to and lethal force is
for individual or unit self defence, or defence of designated persons,
against a hostile intent.
Warning before firing
6.When acting in self-defence it may be necessary to fire your weapon.
You are required, if time permits, to give a warning in a loud clear voice

saying:
WAADAREY GA, LAASOONA PORTAKA (STOP - HANDS UP)
(Pronounced WA-DA-RAY GA, LA-SOONA PORTA KA)
WAADAREY GA, KANA DE WELOOM (STOP OR | WILL SHOOT)
(Pronounced WA-DA-RAY GA, KANA DEH WELLOOM)
Method of engagement
7.When firing you may engage as follows:
a. use aimed shots;
b. fire no more rounds than necessary;
c. stop fifing when the situation permits; and
d. use suppressing fire into an observed target area only when the
of damage or injury is low.
8.Warning shots are PROHIBITED.
A Stock No 7530-66-155-1098 RESTRICTED

4

r RESTRICTED N

Department of Defence

PURPLE CARD
Orders for Opening Fire - OP SLIPPER
Actions against individuals taking an active or direct part in hostilities
9.You are permme_d to engage all persons taking an active or direct part in

hostilities, ingludmg their equipment, facilities and vehicles. There is no
need to await a hostile act or hostile intent from persons taking an active or
direct part in hostilities but it must not be reasonably practicable to effect a
capture of such persons.

Actions against of armed groups
10.You are i to engage of ised al
groups. There is no need to await a hostile act or hostile intent from
bers of armed groups.

General targeting rules
11.Attacks on civilians not taking an active or direct part in hostilities or
persons who are not targetable members of organised groups are
PROHIBITED.
12.The d to civilian and prote objects ceases if, but
only for so long as, they become military objectives.
13.Persons di P ised by the Geneva
Conventions are not to be attacked (eg Red Cross, Red Crescent)
14.Do not engage anyone who has surrendered or is incapacitated by
wounds or injury.
15.Taking of any property as a souvenir is PROHIBITED.
16.Breaching LOAC is PROHIBITED, even if hostile forces breach LOAC.
nel are PROHIBITED from requesting. encouraging or
17':gsfsgzmndly forces in the deployment of anh—pem‘mnel Iam? mines.
18.ADF personnel are PROHIBITED from using or deploying chemical
{ weapons or cluster munitions. : e
19.In launching an attack you must assess that incidental injury

i n system or method of
collateral damage anticipated from mei:er:lz?ion c O ot miltary,
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l warfare selected will not be excessive

The two-sided “Orders for Opening Fire” pocket-sized
illustrated was issued to Australian defence personnel in 2017 for
Operation SLIPPER in Afghanistan, an involvement from 2001 to 2006.

There are 19 conditions listed on the card, including one
unexplained acronym (LOAC). Is it fair to say that exact application of
these orders may have been difficult?

card

Key: (M) - magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) - film; (P) - podcast

Strategy

RUSI of NSW Strategy Report February 2026: () RUSINSW

Defence

Australia’s new National Defence Strategy must embrace adaptation as warfare evolves: (M)Lowy

Navy

Destroyer capability enhancement launch - HMAS Hobart docks in South Australia: (F)BAE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIXElVSSZ8w
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-s-new-national-defence-strategy-must-embrace-adaptation-warfare-evolves?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8vjxStvdW2-6qB8khTgz-8I_-_z1zKyQqHjKN2Nhb8qqbJq7D0BaIrB6VJg8UyGzyWTu6qHqE0Q4XCUU2dCptw7_xu3w&_hsmi=21591868&utm_content=21591868&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7W_psSpUb4
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx

Air Force

RAAF F-35A brings the thunder from Down Under to Singapore:
Why the RAAF refuses to retire the Super Hornet:

Indonesia
The placebo risk to the Australia-Indonesia “common security” treaty:

UK

Gaslighting the enemy: The undersea lamprey drone that hitches a ride into battle:

Canada
Carney’s guide to Australia’s middle power dilemma in the Pacific:

US

How Trump wants to change American weapon sales abroad:
Bipartisanship lurks below the surface in Washington:
Navy advances plans to reshuffle traditional carrier strike group model:

NATO & EU

Hegseth skips NATO meeting; Pentagon No. 3 urges ‘partnership rather than dependency’:

Middle East

USS Gerald Ford the second aircraft carrier sent to Middle East:

Ukraine

Ukraine just did something irreversible to Putin’s nuclear power:
Ukraine just hit something across Russia that Putin can never replace:

Russia
Russia receives upgraded Su-57 fighter jets with advanced weapons:

China

Why Xi Jinping has been purging China’s military leadership, and what may come next:

America and China at the edge of ruin: a last chance to step back from the brink:

Military History

Tom Kirk: working alongside the Royal Australian Navy in Vietnam:
NZDF Haka meets Gurkari Kukri dance:

Firepower history seminar - Gallipoli, command and control:

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI
Some url’s may be subject to an intermittent paywall



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lwnlk1HARD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rO1SGOcSkI8
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/placebo-risk-australia-indonesia-common-security-treaty?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9jwTE3KKsUWV2EgfRVrWUoMFWfGtI9KEJoaFc3N4iUHIc_ovXmZ90kUsXJCDVmeO7Uy9Wkf5oA5_2VtGnEGKn3tY-LIw&_hsmi=21591868&utm_content=21591868&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_i7lMNQO1Q
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/carney-s-guide-australia-s-middle-power-dilemma-pacific?utm_campaign=95130076-Interpreter%20Subscribe&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ta16wUGtFmevAWE7WNrZa0O7S9P0CV-muwVsaR403HsQ1o0UCP6Nv5Er-JGIx3RpFoupGqW0bs9ux119BMxuz5wMnBg&_hsmi=21591868&utm_content=21591868&utm_source=hs_email
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/02/trump-weapon-sales-munich-security-conference-aoc-rubio/?utm_campaign=Leonardo%20DRS&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8eB1Lz1L6jkt-fXVi4bmaT4lEPBSvN4MNz2J8TaA1fnd6gJvyH9z8ZbP9ifNopW9sqRrbpat98-8aiYLVX8kHQCeELMg&_hsmi=403007618&utm_content=403007618&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/bipartisanship-lurks-below-the-surface-in-washington/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_9f3c707337a65d59e73b0f53d5f3e9ab&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Bipartisanship%20lurks%20below%20the%20surface%20in%20Washington
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/02/navy-advances-plans-to-reshuffle-traditional-carrier-strike-group-model/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZXIzR_rD4Ztw3EPWmXkbuFvNtvbY8-06a9MIPRpMTdFV3ErGjzpGIy0xjr20h-v0ay26aT9Da_NMaw69ojBJjh5PWVw&_hsmi=403091015&utm_content=403091015&utm_source=hs_email
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/5735755-trump-nato-commitment-concerns/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/02/13/uss-gerald-ford-the-second-aircraft-carrier-sent-to-middle-east-report/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1q1lETd464
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qPnAu_rIww
https://thedefensepost.com/2026/02/10/russia-upgraded-su-57/
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/02/china-military-purge-why-xi-jingping-zhang-pla/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8fDkq51lJg1xFHK6eu9laNAEkeR_-GQTgbzFrUEHmRLTlPdlR7qy6A4UvnNoPoCkRJ2ttmRFZMkonkpCOokqBCmxKllg&_hsmi=403016587&utm_content=403016587&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/america-and-china-edge-ruin-lampton-jisi?s=ESPZZ006F2&utm_medium=promo_email&utm_source=pre&utm_campaign=PROM_MA26%20Pre-Release%202_021226_Lampton_Wang&utm_content=20260212&utm_term=N&utm_id=A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRAXbXi3w-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz1Q_wV0w6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IcOcNbrQnk
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