
A First World War Pay Book 

This is the soldier’s pay book of 
3598 Private Thomas Dickson Rait, 24th 
Battalion AIF.  

Rait was born in Beeac Victoria, 
and worked as a station hand. He enlisted 
in May 1915 after having previously been 
rejected as too short. (He was 5’2”.) He 
was assigned to the 24th Battalion, leaving 
Australia in January 1916 for service on 
the Western Front. His service was 
interrupted by bouts of gastritis for which 
he was hospitalised. He was posted to HQ 
of the 2nd Infantry Brigade He returned to 
Australia in July 1917 because of his 
stomach ulcers caused by tuberculosis. 

After the war he sought a War Service Loan to purchase a house. 
His war service is commemorated in Colac – and then he sadly disappears 
from view. 

 
Key: (M) – magazine or website; (N) – newspaper; (F) – film; (P) – podcast 

Strategy 
Cheap weapons reshape the character of war: (M)Lowy  
 

Defence 
Australia and economic cold war – drifting into the new paradigm: (M)AIIA  
Australia and EU strengthen critical-minerals engagement, but challenges lie ahead: 
(M)AspisSrategist  
What a tanker’s dash to Darwin says about our lamentable fuel security: (M)AspiStrategist  
‘Part of China’: Defence expert’s 6G warning after Chinese ambassador proposed co-operation with 
Australia: (M)News.com  
 

Navy 
Technicians build trust during submarine upkeep: (M)Defence  
 

Air Force 

RUSIA Defence Update 
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
1 December 1942: Japanese 
aircraft sink HMAS Amidale 
near Timor. Australians capture 
Gona, New Guinea 
2 December 1914: First 
Australian military aircraft 
leaves for First World War 
3 December 1854: Battle of 
Eureka Stockade — the last 
occasion when British troops 
quell a civil uprising in 
Australia 
3 December 1914: 1st AIF 
lands in Egypt 
3 December 1954: RAAF No. 
77 Sqn returns from Korea 
5 December 1950: North 
Koreans and Chinese reoccupy 
Pyongyang, Korea. HMAS 
Bataan and Warramunga 
evacuate sick and wounded from 
Chinnampo, North Korea. 3 
RAR repels Chinese forces from 
position near Chongchon River, 
Korea 
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https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/cheap-weapons-reshape-character-war?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_MOV14qF7iJ7DIZmsUFOcBqoSr1KwwzM_hrPpHydeUV-yEYcjr-hlatRS_aXZiEpK6J7T3xS6kk7D7O_m2sPilfRz-Jg&_hsmi=17390240&utm_content=17390240&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/australia-and-economic-cold-war-drifting-into-the-new-paradigm/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-and-eu-strengthen-critical-minerals-engagement-but-challenges-lie-ahead/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_7382636019a86f65c31ef124609ec27a&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australia%20and%20EU%20strengthen%20critical-minerals%20engagement%20but%20challenges%20lie%20ahead
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/what-a-tankers-dash-to-darwin-says-about-our-lamentable-fuel-security/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_7382636019a86f65c31ef124609ec27a&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=What%20a%20tankers%20dash%20to%20Darwin%20says%20about%20our%20lamentable%20fuel%20security
https://www.news.com.au/world/part-of-china-defence-experts-6g-warning-after-chinese-ambassador-proposed-cooperation-with-australia/news-story/3192f86845cf39b2ef1330cbe8ece866?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2025-11-28/technicians-build-trust-during-submarine-upkeep
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx
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Operation Argos - intelligence analyst: (F)Defence  

Indonesia 
United Kingdom and Indonesia commit to maritime capability partnership: (M)DefenceConnect  
 

Southeast Asia 
The geopolitics of Southeast Asia’s cyber-scamming crisis: (M)IISS  
 

Pacific 
Conversations: a Pacific eyes intelligence-sharing agreement: (P)Lowy  
 

UK 
The Astute gap: why Britain’s best submarines are stuck in port: (F)Warships&Warriors  
How do you rescue a stricken Royal Navy nuclear submarine? (F)BFBSForcesNews  
Royal Navy’s crucial support ships stuck in port: (M)Telegraph  
Reserves without purpose: the hidden weakness in modern militaries: 
(M)MilitaryStrategyMagazine  
 

US  

From FREMM to frustration: the Constellation collapse: (F)Warships&Warriors  
 

Canada 
Canada’s new Defence Investment Agency: (M)IISS  
 

NATO & EU 
Fragmentation, distractions weaken Europe’s Indo-Pacific pivot: (M)AspiStrategist  
Alliance maritime strategy: (M)NATO  
 

Middle East  
U.S.–Saudi strategic relations and the prospect of redeploying U.S. forces from Europe to the Gulf: 
(M)DefenseArabia  
 

Ukraine 
The Trump peace push and Ukraine’s winter of reckoning: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

China 
‘Growing appetite’: Chinese warships coming back to Aus, defence expert warns: (M)News.com  
 

Russia 
Russia's next drone-beating tech: the dandelion tank: (M)TrenchArt  
Russia‒Ukraine: turbulent diplomacy: (M)IISS  
 

Military History 
Strengthening Australia's northern bases to defend against China? (F)TalkingTactics  
How did Britain fight a guerrilla war in Malaya? (F)IWM  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-R6QoMT0HU
https://www.defenceconnect.com.au/geopolitics-and-policy/17260-united-kingdom-and-indonesia-commit-to-maritime-capability-partnership
https://www.iiss.org/publications/armed-conflict-survey/2025/armed-conflict-survey-2025/regional-spotlight-asia/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/conversations-pacific-eyes-intelligence-sharing-agreement?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2T7QjBeuQPtBA9hs6ew5yXGx9vWV7RrvZDHORF7QyvgjqQRgkx0bRdiTSXNVjNzJB59H-DidTuyYUphSQ8ZRBltvE7w&_hsmi=17448304&utm_content=17448304&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RF0g-mPJafA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWvqs-jQYgw
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/11/16/navy-crippled-by-support-ships-stuck-in-port/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/exclusives/reserves-without-purpose-the-hidden-weakness-in-modern-militaries/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTuVma54jOo
https://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-comments/2025/11/canadas-new-defence-investment-agency/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/fragmentation-distractions-weaken-europes-indo-pacific-pivot/
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/official-texts-and-resources/official-texts/2025/10/29/alliance-maritime-strategy
https://english.defensearabia.com/u-s-saudi-strategic-relations-and-the-prospect-of-redeploying-u-s-forces-from-europe-to-the-gulf/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-trump-peace-push-and-ukraines-winter-of-reckoning/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_32babbe336f89360e5faffc96c2dd08e&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Trump%20peace%20push%20and%20Ukraines%20winter%20of%20reckoning
https://www.news.com.au/technology/innovation/military/growing-appetite-chinese-warships-coming-back-to-aus-defence-expert-warns/news-story/0538669c7e3d8be6ee8b25481d58ffa8
https://www.trenchart.us/p/russias-next-drone-beating-tech-the
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2025/11/russiaukraine-turbulent-diplomacy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNAIfCO9cic&t=393s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVkwQO3HdH4
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Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI  
Some url’s may be subject to an intermittent paywall 

© RUSIV 2025. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  


