
Navy Week 1949  

The first post-war Navy Week began 
in Melbourne on 20 October 1949. Ten 
Australian and New Zealand warships 
arrived at Port Melbourne and remained 
there for a fortnight. The celebrations 
provided opportunities for the public to see 
the ships and to arouse interest in the 
appeal for funds for a second memorial 
chapel at the Flinders Naval Depot (now 
HMAS Cerberus), to commemorate officers 
and men of the Royal Australian Navy who 
lost their lives in the first and second world 
wars.  

The vessels were the newly 
designated flagship, the aircraft carrier 
HMAS Sydney, together with the cruiser HMAS Australia, destroyer 
Warramunga and frigate Shoalhaven with the cruiser HMNZS Bellona and 
frigates HMNZS Taupo, Kaniere, Tutira, Rotoiti and Pukaki. 

The RAN had mobilised from a pre-war strength of 5440 to a 
wartime 37,200 plus 2700 WRANS. In 1949 it was 12,000 strong: its 
strength now is over 16,000. 
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Defence 
Editors’ picks for 2025: ‘Australia’s defences must be ready in two years. Here’s what to do’: 
(M)AspisSrategist  
Editors’ picks for 2025: ‘More F-35s, more tankers: a reliable way to strengthen Australian 
deterrence’: (M)AspiStrategist 
Enhancing defence cooperation between Australia and India: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Navy 
Australia expands Evolved Cape patrol fleet with two additional boats: (M)DefensePost  
 

Army 
Austal Defence Australia awarded $681 million landing craft contract Down Under: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
The Australian Army's new vehicles: (F)MelPikos  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 
30-31 December 1944: Battle of 
Pearl Ridge, Bougainville 
31 December 1967: 3 RAR 
arrives in Việt Nam on board 

HMAS Sydney 
1 January 1901: Queensland 
Mounted Infantry Regiment 
suffers the first casualties of any 
Australian colony in the second 
Anglo-Boer War 
1 January 1956: 2 RAR 
contacts communists in Malaya  
2 January 1942: 8th Div makes 
contact with Japanese in Malaya 
3-5 January 1941: Battle of 
Bardia 
4 January 1902: Victorians 
repulse Boers at Onverwacht, 
South Africa 
5 January 1941: 6 Div captures 
Bardia 
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https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/editors-picks-for-2025-australias-defences-must-be-ready-in-two-years-heres-what-to-do/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_64e05d6e21ffec005c493e5b1e60a1ea&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Editors%20picks%20for%202025%20Australias%20defences%20must%20be%20ready%20in%20two%20years%20Heres%20what%20to%20do
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/editors-picks-for-2025-more-f-35s-more-tankers-a-reliable-way-to-strengthen-australian-deterrence/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_4cb77fb86c546b326a74257acc70d4d5&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Editors%20picks%20for%202025%20More%20F-35s%20more%20tankers%20a%20reliable%20way%20to%20strengthen%20Australian%20deterrence
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/enhancing-defence-cooperation-between-australia-and-india/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_cfd99778b5212cc0b952d899a46b95fb&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Enhancing%20defence%20cooperation%20between%20Australia%20and%20India
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/12/22/australia-evolved-cape/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/12/austal-defence-australia-awarded-681-million-landing-craft-contract-down-under/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zopyMVYFxxx4DiLSgq1HHR8ZVjLtQDBgnBKfQFZ-t2YxLoQPugWKxkWXjMK2_XAGj7WKUw7tCckQi2CLWX9c3XAaSLg&_hsmi=395553776&utm_content=395553776&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7_LHoTpUzE
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx
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Air Force 
Australia first to fly America’s new JATM missile on F-35s and Super Hornets: (F)NextGenWarfare  
 

Asia Pacific 
International operations in the Western Pacific: (M)USNI  
Japan's Cabinet approves record defense budget aiming to deter China as tensions grow: (M)PBS  
 

UK 
The submarine bottleneck: why US nuclear shipbuilding needed Britain: (F)Warships&Warriors  
Meet the Long Range Reconnaissance Group: (F)BritishArmy  
Success at sea - how CSG25 cemented a UK-Norway naval shift: (F)BFBSForcesNews  
 

US  

Navy to begin constructing 2 ‘Trump class’ battleships: (M)DefenseNews  
Trump’s new ‘battleship’ should not carry nukes: (M)DefenseOne  
 

NATO & EU 
Emmanuel Macron announces France will build a new aircraft carrier: (F)France24  
Trump’s appointment of envoy to Greenland sparks new tension with Denmark: (M)APNews  
 

Middle East  
Gaza’s new normal: persistent limited conflict is more likely than peace: (M)ForeignAffairs  
Israel Defense Minister vows to stay in Gaza, establish outposts: (m)defensepost  
 

Ukraine 
Russia using Belarus territory to bypass Ukraine’s defences, says Zelenskyy: (M)ALJazeera  
Russian drones, missiles pound Ukraine before Zelenskiy-Trump meeting: (M)Reuters  
 

Russia 
Lukashenko: Russian nuclear-capable Oreshnik missiles now in Belarus: (M)DefenseNews  
Putin’s ex-defence chief known as the ‘keeper of secrets’ dies suddenly on Christmas Day: 
(F)TheSun  
 

China 
China likely loaded more than 100 ICBMs in silo fields, Pentagon report says: (M)CNA  
Fujian enters service, J-10C impresses: 10 China military developments in 2025: (M)SCMP  
 

Military History 
Ask a librarian: the brownout strangler and Melbourne during WWII: (F)SLV  
Battle of Hong Kong 1941: Britain's Christmas Day surrender: (F)HistoryChap  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI  
Some url’s may be subject to an intermittent paywall 

© RUSIV 2025. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sqC5FB8u5w
https://news.usni.org/2025/12/22/top-stories-2025-international-operations-in-the-western-pacific
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/japans-cabinet-approves-record-defense-budget-aiming-to-deter-china-as-tensions-grow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drAPkSVLIxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8a-q4PQ1GU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25eC338jKuc
https://www.defensenews.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/12/22/navy-to-begin-constructing-2-trump-class-battleships/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/12/trumps-new-battleship-should-not-carry-nukes/410382/?oref=defense_one_breaking_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Breaking%20News:%20December%2024%2C%202025:%20%22COMMENTARY:%20No...%22&utm_term=newsletter_d1_alert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJppFmMP9y4
https://apnews.com/article/denmark-greenland-trump-landry-special-envoy-7df618b975f25f7a606ec84f6d82bff9?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/gazas-new-normal?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Gaza’s%20New%20Normal&utm_content=20251223&utm_term=N
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/12/23/israel-gaza-establish-outposts/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/27/russia-using-belarus-territory-to-bypass-ukraines-defences-says
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-drones-missiles-pound-ukraine-before-zelenskiy-trump-meeting-2025-12-27/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/12/19/lukashenko-russian-nuclear-capable-oreshnik-missiles-now-in-belarus/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_HkTwKXDXo
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/east-asia/china-nuclear-intercontinental-ballistic-missiles-100-pentagon-report-5673066
https://www.scmp.com/topics/china-military
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K658dmWQAXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cmaQe_aVAs&t=47s

