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Liberation of Belsen 
 

Among the unusual and unique items in 
our library’s digital collection is a DVD of a talk 
given aboard The World,  a cruise ship that is 
owned by its passengers. When we last 
enquired, the entry price for ownership of a 
suite on this ship was of the order of several 
million US dollars. For this, you can sail the 
world continually! 

The talk was given by one of the owners, 
Lt Col (Retd) Leonard Berney (1920-2016). In 
the Second World War he was a gunner officer 
in a British corps headquarters. In a most 
unusual set of circumstances he became one of 
the first Allied offiers to liberate Belsen. He 

later was assigned to command the camp and to rehabilitate and 
repatriate many of its unfortunate inmates 

He would later write: “We saw dead bodies lying beside the road, 
and many hundreds of emaciated men and women prisoners still mostly 
behind barbed wire. We saw many long wooden huts with corpses 
littering the ground between them. In open areas at the rear of the huts, 
more piles of corpses. At the end of the road, we saw a large open mass 
grave containing hundreds of corpses. The sights, the stench, and the 
sheer horror of the place was indescribable.” 

 Our copy of is a valuable and chilling first-hand account of the Holocaust. 
Key to internet references: (M) – magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) – film clip; (P) - podcast 

Defence  

Aust, UK to deepen non-AUKUS defence research ties: (M)InnovationAus 
Can Australia’s munitions supplies stand up to the demands of war? (M)AspiStrategist 
Darwin’s Howard Springs facility a model for building national resilience: (M)AspiStrategist 
Defence quietly replacing VIP jets: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
 

Navy 
Austal delivers 3rd Evolved Cape-class Patrol Boat: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
Ex Trident completion of exercise: (F)RAN  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
14 November 1917: Anzac 
Mounted Division pursues Turks 
towards Jaffa, Israel 
15 November 1943: Last major 
air battle over PNG 
16 November 1917:  Allies 
capture Jaffa 
17 November 1943: 9 Div 
attacks Sattelberg, New Guinea 
18 November 1916: End of the 
Battle of the Somme, France 
19 November 1914: Australian 
Expeditionary Force occupies 
Admiralty and Western Islands 
19 November 1941: German 
raider Kormoran sinks HMAS 
Sydney with all hands. 
Kormoran also sinks 
20 November 1917: 55 Siege Bty 
fires in support of British tanks at 
Cambrai, France 
20 November 1942: Australians 
forced to retire after capturing 
Gona, New Guinea 
21 November 1950: 3 RAR 
concentrates with 27 
Commonwealth Bde for advance 
to Yalu River, Korea 
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https://www.innovationaus.com/aust-uk-to-deepen-non-aukus-defence-research-ties/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/can-australias-munitions-supplies-stand-up-to-the-demands-of-war/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_fef96832b1b53334ac5a31ca4166a6bf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Can%20Australias%20munitions%20supplies%20stand%20up%20to%20the%20demands%20of%20war
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwins-howard-springs-facility-a-model-for-building-national-resilience/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_fef96832b1b53334ac5a31ca4166a6bf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Darwins%20Howard%20Springs%20facility%20a%20model%20for%20building%20national%20resilience
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/defence-quietly-replacing-vip-jets/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=3333637ebf-RSS_News+BuEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-3333637ebf-66246413
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/austal-delivers-3rd-evolved-cape-class-patrol-boat/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=60d70fcf49-RSS_News+BuEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-60d70fcf49-66246413
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFnfE0WClbY
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Army 
Exercise Rocky Ready 22: (F)Defence  
 

Air Force 
Australia and B-21 bombers: less bang for the buck: (M)LowyInstitute  
 

Singapore 
Total defence crucial for Singapore to weather and overcome difficult challenges: Dr Ng Eng Hen: 
(M)Mindef 
  

US 
Army radio evolution and election impact on the military: (F)DefenseNews   
Space Force’s secretive X-37B plane has spent more than 900 days in orbit: (M)TaskandPurpose  
Putin-linked businessman admits to US election meddling: (M)AssociatedPress  
The Supreme Court targets military readiness: (M)DefenseOne  
 

UK 
The fabric that binds us | Remembrance: (F)BritishArmy  
 

Canada 
Canada buys 39 General Dynamics vehicles, eyes anti-tank weapons: (M)DefenseNews  
 

Ukraine 
Aerial war over Ukraine heats up as Russia pounds cities: (M)NYTimes  
Ukraine’s Zelensky sets conditions for ‘genuine’ peace talks with Russia: (M)WallStJnl  
Here are the US weapons Ukraine would need to sink Russia’s Black Sea Fleet: 
(M)TaskandPurpose  
100,000 Russian military casualties in Ukraine: US general: (M)AlJazeera  
Ukraine conflict updates: (M)InstitutefortheStudyofWar  
 

Russia 

Russian state media confirms that a top general is no longer in his post: (M)NYTimes  
 

Cyberspace 
How Australia plans to triple its offensive cyber capabilities: (M)DefenseNews  
 

Military History 
Why the Hurricane was such a vital aircraft in WW2: (F)IWM  
The 1953 Battle of Berlin: (F)Felton  
Climate artefacts: how Nazi warships resurfaced in the Danube: (M)AlJazeera  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  
Some sites may be intermittently protected by a paywalls & may include advertisements 

© RUSIV 2022. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMZXos2ryZs
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-b-21-bombers-less-bang-buck
https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/mindef/news-and-events/latest-releases/article-detail/2022/November/10nov22_nr
https://www.defensenews.com/video/2022/11/07/army-radio-evolution-and-election-impact-on-the-military-defense-news-weekly-full-episode-11522/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/space-forces-x-37b-space-plane-900-days-orbit/?traffic_source=Connatix
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-business-social-media-7fefa7ab0491b653f6094a4d090155fe?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2022/11/supreme-court-targets-military-readiness/379609/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SHUQ_B3GTQ
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2022/11/09/canada-buys-39-general-dynamics-vehicles-eyes-anti-tank-weapons/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/08/world/europe/ukraine-russia-iran-missiles.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ukraines-zelensky-sets-conditions-for-genuine-peace-talks-with-russia-11667907501?mod=hp_lead_pos6&utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/ukraine-russia-black-sea-fleet-sink-missiles-drones/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/10/us-general-over-100000-russian-military-casualties-in-ukraine?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/ukraine-conflict-updates
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/06/world/europe/russian-general-putin-war.html?SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d&utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defensenews.com/cyber/2022/11/07/australias-offensive-cyber-effort-yanks-funds-from-defense-plans/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ky4sw8Dtw0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5_iyFOr-sM
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/11/8/climate-artefacts-how-nazi-warships-resurfaced-in-the-danube?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d

