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Forthcoming Anniversaries

22 June 1893: Vice Adm Sir
George Tryon, former Flag
Officer Commanding
Australian Station, lost his
life when his flagship HMS
Victoria was rammed by
HMS Camperdown off
Tripoli. Tryon was found to
be at fault

26 June 1916: — Pte John
Jackson, 17 Bn, awarded the
VC for his actions southeast of
Bois Grenier, France

26 June 1945: In what will
become the largest combined
military seaborne operation in
Australian history, an
invasion fleet of more than
200 ships carrying 7 Div
begins leaving Morotai for
Balikpapan

28 June 1918: Cpl Phillip
Davey, 10 Bn, awarded the
VC for his actions at Merris,
France

28 June 1945: Pte Leslie
Starcevich, 2/43 Bn, awarded
the VC for his actions near
Beaufort, British North
Borneo
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Luncheon for the Leaders of the AIF

Field Marshal Sir William Birdwood toured = . s st
Australia in 1919-1920 to immense public acclaim, = meteeee o e ae
As the beloved former commander of the Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) during the
First World War, he was widely revered as the "Soul
of Anzac". A series of luncheons civic receptions and
reunion banquets for the leaders of the AIF was held
held across Australia honoring returned
commanders of the Australian Imperial Force, most
notably General Sir William Birdwood.

This copy of the menu for the Melbourne
luncheon in January1920 was signed by the principal
attendees - Birdwood, Monash, Chauvel, White, Brand and others,
making it a valuable relic. The venue was the Grand Hotel, soon to be
renamed the Windsor.

Because of his popularity, Birdwood was backed by the King for the
position of Australia's Governor-General. Ultimately, however, this did
not come to pass as the Australian Prime Minister insisted the position be
held by an Australian.
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Defence

Defence and social cohesion at the heart of modern national security: (M) AspiStrategist
Australia and Europe at the centre of coalition against hybrid threats: (M) AspiStrategist
AUKUS's importance goes beyond deterring China: (M)AspiStrategist

Australia’s deep-sea problem: (IM)Lowy

Navy

US submarine squadron established in WA: (M)Contact
Canberra and Seoul can learn from each other’s nuclear submarine plans: (M) AspiStrategist
Autonomous undersea mapping: Terradepth wants to change the way the Navy sees the sea:

(F)MilitaryTimes

Air Force

Operation Solania in the Cook Islands: (F)Defence
Airpower, strike and drones: insights into contemporary conflicts: (F)RUSIO
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https://contactairlandandsea.com/2026/06/17/us-submarine-squadron-established-in-wa/
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UK

UK defense chief says operations to be ‘dialed back’ without additional spending:

UK eyes sixth-generation GCAP fighter contract signing in weeks:
UK officials expect Russia to retaliate for seizure of shadow fleet oil tanker:

NATO & EU

Pentagon open to Poland’s offer to host permanent U.S. base, Polish minister says:

NATO Secretary General says US not “pulling away’ from allies:
Hegseth announces review of US troops in Europe, scorns some allies:
‘The threat is there’: Germany to pair P-8s with MQ-9 drones to keep an eye on Russian subs:

UsS
As F-35 readiness lags, Pentagon seeks $13.7 billion boost: GAO:

Recommended: The long shadow of the Iran war: Trump’s most consequential foreign policy
mistake:

Middle East

Read the 14-point memorandum of understanding between the United States and Iran:

Iran closes Strait of Hormuz despite ceasefire after continued Israeli strikes in Lebanon:
The peace that was not one; the US-Iran memorandum risks permanent crisis:
Apache going down near Oman a sign of air combat evolution, analysts warn:

Ukraine

Ukraine hits Moscow refinery in major drone attack on Russian capital:

Pentagon’s ability to dupply Ukraine with more Patriot interceptors questioned by congress
(updated):

The Kosovo model won’t save Ukraine:

Russia

Inside Russia’s wartime economy:
Russia’s slow defeat - and Australia’s hard lesson:

China

Pressure Points: China’s expanding presence in the Pacific and Indian oceans:

Military History

The 'outnumbered' Australian cruiser that killed Mussolini's fastest cruiser in six minutes:

What they don't tell you about life on a nuclear submarine:

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI
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