
HMAS Sydney (III) – the Aircraft Carrier 
 
We have recently been 

given an interesting collection 
of photos centred around 
HMAS Sydney. 

HMAS Sydney 
(R17/A214/P214/L134) was 
the former HMS Terrible 
(1944), a Majestic-class light 
aircraft carrier, sold to 

Australia in 1947 and completed, then commissioned into the RAN in 
1948. She was the first RAN carrier, one of three operated during the cold 
war, and flagship until the 1960s.  

Her career until 1973 included active service in the Korean War, 
use as a training vessel when HMAS Melbourne arrived in 1955, in reserve 
in 1958 but reactivated as fast troop transport from 1962, operating for 
Malaysia and from 1965, made one of 25 tours of duty in Vietnam until 
1972 (nicknamed the Vung Tau Ferry). 

Comprehensive details of Sydney’s service  are available on the Sea 
Power Centre’s site at Sea Power - HMAS Sydney III . 

The aircraft illustrated are Sea Furies and Fireflies. Other items in 
the album include photos of crashed aircraft 

 
 
 
 

Key: (M) – magazine or website; (N) – newspaper; (F) – film; (P) – podcast 

Strategy 
The problem with strategy as problem-solving: (M)MilitaryStrategyMagazine  
 

Defence 
Offshore wind can be a security hazard. Australia needs a risk assessment:  
(M)AspiStrategist 
 

Navy 
The Australian shield: why US supercarriers trust Nulka: (F)NguoiGiaiMa  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 
26 January 1945: Borneo death 
march begins 
26 January 1943: Brisbane-
based US submarine Wahoo 
sank two Japanese transports off 
the coast of New Guinea 
26 January 1943: Natives from 
Marchinbar Islands north of 
Arnhem Land rescue survivors 
from HMAS Patrick Cam 
helped by coastwatchers 
27 January 1942: HMAS 
Vampire and HMS Thanet 
attacked the Japanese landing 
force at Endau, Malaya 
28 January 1945: HMAS 
Melbourne (ex HMS Majestic) 
launched at Vickers Armstrong 
yard, England 
29 January 1856: The VC 
instituted by Royal Warrant. 
First presentations were made 
on 26 June 1857 – one winner 
later dying in Melbourne 
31 January 1945: Fremantle-
based US submarine Boarfish 
sank Japanese transport Enki 
Maru off Indo China 
2 February 1943: HMAS 
Manoora returned to service 
after conversion from armed 
merchant cruiser to a landing 
ship. 
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https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/units/hmas-sydney-iii
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-problem-with-strategy-as-problem-solving/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/offshore-wind-can-be-a-security-hazard-australia-needs-a-risk-assessment/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a87e121abc22fde49af41824fcd3f729&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Offshore%20wind%20can%20be%20a%20security%20hazard%20Australia%20needs%20a%20risk%20assessment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTADckXKwHs
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx
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Army 
Heavy vehicles, lighter footprint: (M)Defence  
 

Air Force 
Getting ready to pass on the display baton: (F)RAAF  
 

UK 
Half a billion investment to upgrade RAF Typhoons and secure 1,500 British jobs: (M)Gov.UK  
Autonomous submarine XV Excalibur handed to Royal Navy: (M)NavalNews  
 

Canada 
“A rupture, not a transition”: Carney’s new order: (M)Lowy  
IN FULL: Canadian PM Carney delivers speech at Davos: (F)AFPNews  
 

US 
Former military leaders sign legal document supporting Sen. Mark Kelly: (M)MilitaryTimes  
Trump’s year of anarchy: the unconstrained presidency and the end of American primacy: 
(M)ForeignAffairs  
NORAD stresses aircraft deployment to Greenland is ‘routine’ and ‘long-planned’: 
(M)TaskandPurpose  
 

NATO & EU 
Greenland, NATO and the ghost of Henry Kissinger: (M)Lowy  
 

Middle East  
US completes withdrawal from al-Asad airbase, Iraq says: (M)MilitaryTimes  
Iran’s protests: the regional and international responses: (M)IISS  
 

Ukraine 
Russia-Ukraine war: lost amid the distractions: (M)Lowy  
 

Russia 
Russia released a video of its air forces conducting “routine” flights over the Baltic Sea: 
(F)EuroNews  
 

China & Taiwan 
The US needs Europe in a Taiwan fight. Here’s why, and how to make it happen: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
That isn’t signaling. China’s military is seriously rehearsing around Taiwan: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Military History 
Wear them with pride - Royal Australian Navy - HMAS Ovens: (F)Ingramatt  
The forgotten Navy — Australia's war on the Vietnam gunline: (F)ClaspsofCourage  
Royal Australian Navy 50th anniversary (1961): (F)Pathé  
Lost nuclear bombs and secret US bases: Greenland in the Cold War: (F)BFBSForcesNews  

https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2026-01-23/heavy-vehicles-lighter-footprint
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlPEvyzWapk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/half-a-a-billion-investment-to-upgrade-raf-typhoons-and-secure-1500-british-jobs
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/01/autonomous-submarine-xv-excalibur-handed-to-royal-navy/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/rupture-not-transition-carney-s-new-order?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xicF38RafTa-Efa9MyeFbuR5FfmJyNZuKvR7_EP6lkM92qt7QjuAcoQds8uvS0MCs6dzTIk3oyLC8OZKP9o4lYQyDiw&_hsmi=20414019&utm_content=20414019&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnE2HTfDivQ
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2026/01/21/former-military-leaders-sign-legal-document-supporting-sen-mark-kelly/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/trumps-year-anarchy?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=Trump’s%20Year%20of%20Anarchy&utm_content=20260123&utm_term=N
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/norad-greenland-aircraft-routine/?utm_source=beehiiv&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tp-today-newsletter&_bhlid=11ea7dd1d4b480476a5626761fcaf53f9c269d42
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/greenland-nato-ghost-henry-kissinger?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_f1ufyEHV4d7op3OdPi-hYBn3jNlGY7kPJRm-StF7D5me_5pojPFaBoq09w-gwFcOi_ecCEJvrECv5DwCqDsiEJwCTFg&_hsmi=20414019&utm_content=20414019&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2026/01/20/us-completes-withdrawal-from-al-asad-airbase-iraq-says/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2026/01/irans-protests-the-regional-and-international-responses/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/russia-ukraine-war-lost-amid-distractions?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--tQNq0gcBClYcRZC4a59SqrxwBq6u6zcXnSxWFHXzfBsEETxAaayGFxFlJxICDssvODKeOdpFQu8rnEXJFv-O_UZdDIg&_hsmi=20414019&utm_content=20414019&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.euronews.com/2026/01/23/russia-releases-video-showing-air-forces-patrolling-the-baltic-sea-in-planned-flights
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/01/the-us-needs-europe-in-a-taiwan-fight-heres-why-and-how-to-make-it-happen/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GGYqkJwONQc9q-oJWrW0qx8AqWcWWGnGY3mdDyD1knXZDFWsyf9Rua9k26k4NfA93oqxCfTfRkFkuO4VSTNAwEazRrg&_hsmi=400008040&utm_content=400008040&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/that-isnt-signaling-chinas-military-is-seriously-rehearsing-around-taiwan/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_c684be6bcde62c9c8b90d5a18b2bae2b&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=That%20isnt%20signaling%20Chinas%20military%20is%20seriously%20rehearsing%20around%20Taiwan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1kJ4T5f3-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIJH38kLGVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oA3-i15eoI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB4VojNUzJs
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Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI  
Some url’s may be subject to an intermittent paywall 

© RUSIV 2026. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  


