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Bushmasters to Ukraine 
 

The Australian Government has provided further support to the Government of Ukraine by gifting 20 
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles, including two ambulance variants, to aid the Government of 
Ukraine’s response to Russia’s unrelenting and illegal aggression. Australia’s response follows a direct 
request from President Zelenskyy during his address to the Australian Parliament on 31 March 2022. 
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From the President: 
 

Major General Mike O’Brien CSC (Retd) 
 

 
 

I am pleased to announce that we will resume 

our Lunchtime Addresses at Anzac House with our next 
speaker being the Ukraine Ambassador to Australia. The 

talk will be on Tuesday 19th July at 12 for 12.30. His 
Excellency Mr Vasyl Myroshnychenko agreed to the talk 

while he was in Kviv which was under Russian rocket 

attack on that day. We may have to limit attendance, so 
an early note of your attendance to our secretary is 

indicated. 
COVID allowing, we plan to resume our regular 

monthly speakers in August with the last Thursday of 

each month being the target.  However, there are 
instances where we have to meet the convenience of 

our speakers as we have needed to do with the 
Ambassador 

 Our weekly Defence Newsletters have now 
continued for almost two years. Each issue features an 

item of significance in our Library collection. As a result 

we are sometimes informed of items that we might like 
to acquire. This week we were offered a rare plan of A 

Block at Victoria Barracks dated 1918. This is the 
bluestone building fronting St Kilda Rd with its First 

World War extension which later housed the Second 

World War Cabinet Room. The discounted cost ($675 
with conservation framing costing $400) is beyond our 

capacity so we are seeking help from members and 
friends to purchase it. Please tell us if you can help. 
 
 

                                                               Mike O’Brien 
 
  

 

 
Zoom Council Meeting 

 
 

Writer-in-Residence Article 
 

Paul L. James, BSc(Hons), LLB(Hons), PhD Candidate 
(UNSW ADFA) 
RUSIV – Writer-in-Residence 
 

 

MISFORTUNE FOLLOWS IGNORANCE?  
 

I have had many careers over my 57-years on this planet. 
From medical researcher, university lecturer, police officer, 
business owner, to criminal barrister. When I finished my 
career in the law, I never contemplated the possibility of 
studying military history. However, something had been 
niggling at me since I was a child. I remember my mother 
saying, “Robert (my older brother) will not be going to 
Vietnam if he is drafted! I will hide him in the closet.” I was 
only 8 years old, but I remember those words as clear as if 
they were spoken yesterday. My mother’s words provoked an 
interest in Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. What 
was all the fuss about? 
 
My interest in Vietnam was further stimulated when I 
undertook a military history subject at Monash University in 
2021. My lecturer, Dr Nick Ferns, recognised my burgeoning 
interest in Vietnam and suggested that I consider undertaking 
postgraduate research in this field. I was fortunate to be 
accepted into the PhD program at the University of New South 
Wales at ADFA. I was even more fortunate to meet retired 
Major General Mike O’Brien (7 RAR) at the Royal United 
Services Institute of Victoria (RUSI Vic). Mike offered me a 
place in the RUSI Vic library where I could do my PhD. I 
metaphorically fell into a gold mine of military history 
literature. The Vietnam War collection at RUSI Vic is 
astonishing. Mike is now one of my PhD supervisors. 

 
I have read many Australian Vietnam Veteran memoirs. I have 
also listened to numerous Veteran oral history interviews. It is 
evident that a considerable number of young soldiers who 
were sent to Vietnam had no idea of why they were going, or 
what they were going to achieve. Many soldiers openly admit 
that they had no knowledge of Vietnam; the country, history, 
people, customs, and culture before their service. However, 
the link between Australian soldiers’ knowledge of the geo-
political intricacies of the Vietnam conflict and their operational 
successes and failures has not been studied. For instance, 
there is little or no discussion in academic circles about what 
soldiers were taught by the Army about Vietnam, and how this 
impacted their service. This is a void which must be filled. 
 

My PhD research poses the following questions: 
1. What did Australian soldiers know about?  

- Vietnam - The country, history, politics, people, 

language, and culture.  

- The political reasons for their deployment; and 

- Their specific or general, and short- or long-term 

objectives. 

2. How did Australian soldiers’ knowledge of Vietnam, 

the politics of the conflict, and their objectives, evolve 

over the course of the war? 

3. How did Australian soldiers’ knowledge of Vietnam 

and the politics of the conflict, affect their capacity to 

perform their operational duties and achieve the 

Army’s strategic objectives? 

 
                                                  
Continued page 4 
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              
 

 
 
Hopefully. life seems to be gradually getting back to normal. 
So we are starting to explore the new Living with COVID 
world. We are getting an interesting and increasing number of 
people wishing to visit the Library, both out of curiosity and 
out of a desire to do research.  
 
Elsewhere should be a short article on our new Writer-in -
Residence, an innovation we are trying out.  
 
We are looking at restarting the Annual Luncheon and more on 
that as we firm up on what needs to happen to make that 
work. Also, we are looking hard to locate suitable speakers for 
the Monthly talks. At the moment they are scarce on the 
ground but as things improve, we hope to convince inter-

staters that a visit to Melbourne is worthwhile. Perhaps when 
the weather gets a bit warmer but watch this space. 
 
Stay safe and warm and enjoy the weekly updates. 
 
We have not been advised of any resignations or passings 
since the last newsletter. 
 
The following new members were approved by the Council at 
the last meeting 
Dr Peter Yule 
Mr Johannes Abandowitz-Lee 
Mr Breck Hilton" 
 
                                                                     Bob Hart  
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Writer in Residence Article continued 
 
Veterans will answer these questions via online questionnaires 
and follow-up, face to face interviews. The answers may have 
implications for the contemporary training of troops for 
overseas deployment. The answers may highlight the pitfalls of 
plunging into an ill-fated, ideological war. However, equally, 
the answers may reveal that no amount of Army education 
about Vietnam could have altered the outcome of the war. No 
doubt, the answers will be fascinating. Some of my friends still 
ask me, why do a PhD when you could spend your days 
fishing? The answer is simple. Each day at the RUSI Vic library 
is a new adventure into the past. I am hooked! 
 
                                                                       Paul James 
 
 

Obituary – Extract from The Telegraph (UK) 

 
Rear-Admiral R. F. Cobbold, RN 

born June 25 1942, died April 24 2022. 

 
Father of the modern RUSI Whitehall 

 

Rear-Admiral Richard Cobbold, who died aged 79, 
survived being court-martialed for a collision in his ship 

in 1978 and, post Cold War, revitalised the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI) as its director from 1994 to 

2007. 
 

The RUSI, founded in 1831, is the world’s oldest 

defence and security think tank. But when Cobbold took 
over as its director he found it moribund, dependent on 

the Ministry of Defence for speakers, and with the bulk 
of its funds consumed by building maintenance. It had 

lost ground to newer more academically energetic 

organisations. 
 

Cobbold was also frustrated by its trustees who had 
presided over the institute’s decline. Gradually, with new 

more sympathetic trustees he began to generate more 
income, some from overseas sources such as Singapore, 

Qatar, Taiwan and the UAE. Other funds came from 

industry, including BAe Systems, and more from 
conferences and the institute’s first ever donors’ 

campaign. 
 

With new funding Cobbold refreshed his research staff 

and widened their remit, splitting the studies section 
into two departments, military sciences and international 

security and later adding a third – focussed on 
homeland security. 

 

He also oversaw the computerisation of its records, 
something regarded at the time as revolutionary. 

 
He wrote numerous articles for the RUSI journal and 

other publications, contributed to the national and 
international media on defence and security issues, and 

wrote a regular column in a Japanese journal. 

 
During the same period, he was a specialist adviser to 

the House of Commons’ Defence and Foreign Affairs 
Committees, impressing MPs by his independence of 

mind, free of MoD prejudice.  Academics found him 

unstuffy and easy to work with. 
 

Reforming RUSI was a slow process, and at the end of 
his 13-year term as director he felt he had more to do.  

Nevertheless, he had laid the groundwork for his 
successors to reclaim the institute’s position as Britain’s 

leading defence think tank. 
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Opinion:  
 
Strong Economy – Strong Defence Force     
                                                 
                                                     Mike Rawlinson 

 
The major political parties agree that due to changed 

strategic circumstances regarding China, Australia needs 

to bolster its defence.  In particular it needs a long-
range strike capability to deter a major adversary.  

Under AUKUS auspices, this can be achieved by the 
acquisition of eight nuclear submarines, a variety of 

missiles and the capability to manufacture them.  This 
means that in the medium-term Australia’s current 

defence budget of 2% GDP is significantly inadequate 

and probably needs to be doubled. 
 

In March the Coalition produced an election focussed 
budget that glossed over some fundamental economic 

questions, the answers to which could be painful and 

unpopular.  The elephant in the room is that the current 
trajectory of the economy is unsustainable – everyone 

knows but nobody wants to talk about it.  The elephant 
was not exposed by the opposition during the election 

campaign.  There has been a step-change in the 
expenditure trend that will not be able to be met 

without a step-change in government revenue.  The 

politicians have been able to get away with this because 
the budget discussion has been short-term - the forward 

estimates are only for the next four years and no one 
has wished to dwell on Australia’s almost one trillion 

dollars of debt.   

 
Step Function Changes that Require Increased 

Expenditures 
 

As well as a huge future increase in defence 

expenditures, other big increases will be associated with 
the ageing population, climate change, energy 

transition, health and welfare changes and debt 
repayment. 

 
Despite immigration Australia has an ageing population, 

the effects of which have been well forecast by 

Treasury’s Intergenerational Reports. Currently 
members of the Baby Boomer Bulge are entering 

retirement and have a longer life expectancy than 
previous generations.   This will involve progressively 

increasing expenditure on Aged Care, Health, and 

Pensions.  These expenditure increases will be 
accompanied by a reduction in tax revenue as retirees 

withdraw from the workforce. 
                                   

Climate Change will involve increased spending related 
to all aspects of adaption as well as disaster relief, 

recovery, rebuilding and resilience measures associated 

with extreme weather events.  Energy transition to 
renewables has already required increased subsidies and 

expenditure on the national grid.  These expenditures 
will most likely increase in the next decade before a 

stable system capable of producing reliable, affordable 

low emission power has evolved. 
  

In Australia the era of government dependence has 

continued and is likely to involve ever increasing 

expenditure on welfare exacerbated by the 
extraordinary expenditures of the pandemic.   

Unfortunately this has created public expectations of 
ongoing and further entitlements.   Now, leadership 

needs to create community understanding of the 

nation’s real financial position and the need for major 
economic reform, including the repayment of almost the 

one trillion-dollar debt. 
 

The entitlements bestowed on tens of millions of people by 
successive governments, fuelled by short-term electoral cycles 
and the politics of outbidding your opponents is, in essence, 
undermining our ability to ensure democracy, fair 
representation and economic sustainability for future 
generations. 
 
Joe Hockey MP 
Address to the Institute of Economic Affairs,  
London, April 2012 

 

Already the cost of the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) has far exceeded budget forecast.  The 

NDIS is likely to be an increasing component of federal 

expenditure, unless there is leadership to restrain and 
contain demand as well as improving the management 

of the scheme. 
 

Economic Reforms we can Talk about 
 
Politicians from both sides have acknowledged the need for 

budget repair after the election.  Budget repair sounds like 
making small adjustments, but it’s more serious than that.   
Post-election the new Treasurer and Finance Ministers have 
unsurprisingly uncovered the details of a number of shortfalls 
and unrealistic assumptions.  The budget needs more revenue. 
 
Increased available funds could come from reduced spending, 
increased taxation or increased economic growth.   Increased 
growth is the politically preferred route via increased 
population, participation and productivity.  The resumption of 
immigration suspended during COVID, changing age pension 
rules to allow participation without prejudice, and increased 
provision of childcare should address the population and 
participation components.   Productivity is more difficult. 
 
In recent years annual productivity increments have been very 

low and insufficient to make much of a difference.  
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The usual response to reduce expenditure (increase 

productivity?) in the public sector is changes to reduce 

spending and increase efficiency.   
For the Commonwealth this includes reduction of waste 

at all levels in all departments including defence, 
prioritisation of programs, and better targeting of 

welfare spending.  At the government business interface 

it means reduction and rationalization of red and green 
tape.  At the workplace it means industrial relation 

reform. 
 

Structural Economic Reforms 

 
However, what is needed is a step-change in 

productivity growth.  This is unlikely to be achieved 
without structural reforms in the economy and society.   

 
High on the agenda is tax reform, including the GST, 

superannuation provisions, house ownership, capital 

gains, trusts and death duties.  Everything must be on 
the table.  Key criteria are fairness and simplicity to yield 

a bigger tax take.  Next, the relationship between the 
three levels of government, and the removal of 

duplication between Federal and State Governments, 

particularly in Health and Education.  A third area  is 
reform and simplification of regulatory institutions which 

offers productivity increases by making it easier to do 
business. 

 
These economic reforms  involve major structural 

changes that will be perceived as disadvantaging some 

sectors of the community.  Groups that think that they 
may be disadvantaged will oppose change and the 

political parties that advocate it.  Just the suggestion of 
increased taxes could be seized by the opposition and its 

proponents demonized. 

 
To date, potential demonization has inhibited political 

proponents who think they would lose or fail to win a 
subsequent election.  As a result there has been no 

leadership for reform from either major political party in 

the last 20 years.  The Canberra Consensus has been to 
stay short-term and leave well enough alone. 

Structural Changes in Federal/State relations and in the 

taxation system represent ‘a new order of things’ with 
perceived winners and losers. 

It ought to be remembered that there is nothing more 
difficult to take in hand, more perilous to conduct, or 
more uncertain in its success, than to take the lead in 
the introduction of a new order of things. Because the 
innovator has for enemies all those who have done well 
under the old conditions, and lukewarm defenders in 
those who may do well under the new. This coolness 
arises partly from fear of the opponents, who have the 
laws on their side, and partly from the incredulity of 
men, who do not readily believe in new things until they 
have had a long experience of them. 

 Niccolo Machiavelli, 1513 

In the national interest, leadership must credibly reveal 

that the medium-term economic situation is far from 

being as rosy as has been suggested during the 
election.  Some sacrifice will be necessary for Australia 

to adjust to future economic conditions and advance the 
prosperity of all.  There needs to be a national 

conversation and a bipartisan and general agreement 

that changes are necessary and fair. 
 

Without the increased productivity associated with 
structural reform defence spending will encounter 

intense competition from welfare and debt repayment 

for priority. 
 

Rather than seeing difficult economic reforms as being 
an obstacle to defence spending, national security could 

be a driver of the reform process.  Economic reform and 
national security can be mutually reinforcing as they 

give all Australians a shared mission, to work together 

for a stronger country, and to sacrifice individual, local 
and group interest for the national interest. 

 
While there is no shortage of reports from reputable 

agencies on all these issues, reform cannot get 

underway until there is broad community agreement 
that for the common good, changes need to be made.  

There needs to be agreement on a fair sharing of 
financial pain including intergenerational equity. 

 
Australia is not alone in having outdated economic 

structures.   The challenge is to be a leader in structural 

reform among the democracies. 
 

Conclusion 
 

A strong defence force needs to be backed by a strong 

economy.  For Australia to ensure its future security and 
prosperity, it requires a step-change in productivity.   

This only can be achieved by across-the-board structural 
reform.   

 

In the national interest we need to recognise that we 
have a problem.  Bipartisan support is required and 

politicians of both major parties must  explain the need 
for structural reform to the community. 

 
Restructuring could take several terms of government to 

implement.  Essential criteria are increased productivity 

and fairness, with full community understanding and 
support.  The important thing is to explicitly recognise 

the problems and start talking about them now. 
 

The current crisis atmosphere involving energy, inflation, 

interest rates and the economic fallout from the Russo 
Ukraine war, is a good time to start a national 

conversation on economic structural reform, a first step 
in ensuring that Australia’s economy is strong enough to 

support the defence force it needs.   
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A Chronicle of Events, Decisions & 
Issues 

relating to Defence Matters 
 

April 1  2022 – June 3  2022 
 

Michael Small 
April 1  2022 
Day 37 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
The proposed Solomon Islands security pact with China could 
result in a gradual but irreversible increase in China’s security 
presence in the country.  Australia has a commitment to 
supporting the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force.  Chinese 
police were sent to the Solomon Islands in February, 2022, to 
help train local officers following rioting which was aimed at 
removing PM Sogavare.  

 

Australian Signals Directorate (ASD) will receive $9.9bn in 
Tuesday’s budget.  “REDSPICE” i.e.  Resilience, Effects, 
Defence, Space, Intelligence, Cyber and Enablers, a program 
that will double ASD’s workforce and increase Australia’s 
protective and offensive cyber capabilities and increase its 
national and global footprint.  ADF is preparing for wars 
against drone fleets and smart technologies where data 
collected from sensors in F35 jets can be enriched with 
intelligence from multiple sources whilst in flight.  ADF needs 
technology to deal with cloud computing, edge computing, 
high-speed connections and low-latency data processing.  ADF 
also needs a workforce who can handle this information. Of 
ASD’s expanded workforce 40% will be based outside 
Canberra.   
 
April 5  2022 

Day 40 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Australia will send 20 Bushmaster armoured vehicles to 
Ukraine.  The Bushmasters will be part of a package worth 
$25m of military support.  A C-17 Globemaster aircraft can 
transport three or four vehicles. 
 

 
 
RAAF Super Hornet fighter jets will be armed with extended 

range Joint Air-to-Surface-Standoff Missiles (JASSM-ER) cruise 
missiles with ranges up to 900kms.  Defence Minister Dutton 
announced a commitment of $3.5bn to purchase these 
missiles to be produced in association with Raytheon and 
Lockheed Martin.   
 
Hobart-class destroyers and ANZAC-class frigates will be 
equipped with the Norwegian made (Kongsberg Defence & 
Aerospace) Naval Strike Missiles (NSM), an anti-ship missile 
with a range up to 185 kms. 
 
April 6  2022 

AUKUS will co-operate/fast-track the development of 
hypersonic missiles such as: (i) advanced hypersonic, (ii) 
counter-hypersonic and (iii) new electronic warfare 
technologies.  AUKUS has reaffirmed its commitment to the 
trilateral partnership in the view of the current conflict in 
Ukraine.  AUKUS is committed to an international system that 
respects human rights, the rule of law and the peaceful 
resolution of disputes free from coercion. 

April 8  2022 

Day 44 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
China’s draft security agreement with the Solomon Islands 

would allow Chinese military forces to be deployed in the 
Solomons, is in response to riots which took place in 
November 2021 when much of Chinatown was destroyed.  The 
Solomons were previously allied to Taiwan (ROC), but in 2019 
they established ties with China (PRC).  Australia is concerned 
the agreement will let PRC establish a base in the Solomons. 
 
Four hundred ADF and civilian personnel who took part in the 
Afghanistan air-lift August 2021 will receive the Australian 
Operational Service Medal after the Governor-General waived 
requirements that recipients spend 30 days in a war zone. 
 
In January 2022, Defence Minister Dutton officially opened the 
Australian Hypersonics Research Precinct in Brisbane.  The 
cost of the Precinct was more than $14m, and can 
accommodate 60+ staff.  The new precinct will focus on 
weapons capable of velocities of more than five times the 
speed of sound. 
 
April 15  2022 
Day 51 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
April 18  2022 

Grant Sanderson, CEO, Electric Optic Systems (EOS) says 
government needs to overhaul its $270bn procurement system 
to obtain weapons and equipment that will take decades to 
arrive.   
EOS specialises in space systems, remote weapons systems 
and battlefield communications.  Defence Minister Dutton 
acknowledges the need to fast-track certain items, saying that 
$3.5bn for the purchase of long-range strike missiles would be 
brought forward by up to five years. 

 
April 20  2022 
PM Morrison will announce a $50m grant to commercialise 
university defence research in Adelaide. This is part of a 
$250m investment package to build sovereign high technology 
capabilities for ADF and create 2500 jobs.  The defence 
investment program, to be led by the University of Adelaide in 
partnership with the University of NSW, will link with industry 
to create defence solutions using quantum technology, 
hypersonics, information and cyber technology, robotics and 
space technology. 

April 21  2022 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Solomon Islands Foreign 
Minister Jeremiah Manele have signed a security agreement, 
but Chinese foreign ministry spokesman, Wang Wen-bin (a 
regular on Australian TV) gave no details of when or where the 
agreement was signed.   
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said: the purpose of China-Solomons 
security co-operation is to promote social stability and long 
term peace and security in Solomon Islands, which is in line 
with the common interests of Solomon Islands and the South 
Pacific region. 
The agreement would allow China to make ship visits, carry 
out logistical replenishment in and have stopover and 
transition in the Solomon Islands. 
 

April 22  2022 

Department of Defence has confirmed that 32 RAAF pilots are 
deployed to the UK on a mission to operate British armed 
drones, including lethal flights over the Middle East.   Defence 
said they are currently embedded in unmanned aerial system 
units in the UK, while one is working in US.  Details of their 
deployment are guarded, but British researchers reported that 
in 2020 RAAF pilots had flown American-made MQ-9A Reaper 
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drones over Syria and Iraq for Britain's RAF. 
 

April 24  2022 

The draft of the security agreement between China and 
Solomon Island says that China: “according to its own needs, 
with Honiara’s permission, could make ship visits to carry out 
logistical replenishment in, and have stopover transition in 
Solomon Islands”. 
The agreement also said Honiara could request “China to send 
police, armed police, military personnel and other law 
enforcement and armed forces” to Solomon Islands. This could 
be to maintain social order and protect Chinese people or 
infrastructure.   
 

April 28  2022 

Karen Andrews, Home Affairs Minister, says it is likely that 
China would send police and soldiers to the Solomons to 
defend areas within the Solomons.  Last November, 100 ADF 
and AFP personnel were sent to the Solomons to help PM 
Manesseh Sogavare deal with an uprising.  The Australian 
government is now rethinking its approach, in view of the 
security agreement with China.  The possibility of Australian 
and Chinese forces operating in the same areas could be 
concerning.   
 

April 29  2022 

Day 65 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Britain’s Foreign Secretary, Liz Truss, has called for a new 
“global NATO”, arguing the US and European defence alliance 
needs to extend its reach to boost Indo-Pacific security in the 
face of growing Chinese assertiveness. Amid growing 
Australian and US concerns over China’s new security 
agreement with Solomon Islands, Ms Truss said NATO needed 
to “pre-empt threats in the Indo-Pacific”, and flagged “working 

with allies like Japan and Australia to ensure that the Pacific is 
protected”. The bloc should also side with Taiwan against 
Chinese aggression. “We must ensure that democracies like 
Taiwan are able to defend themselves.”  Ms Truss said Britain 
rejected the false choice between Euro-Atlantic security and 
Indo-Pacific security, declaring: “In the modern world we need 
both.” 
 

May 1  2022 

ALP launch their campaign in WA to become the next 
Australian government. 
 

May 5  2022 

Day 69 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
May 8  2022 
Day 74 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
May 9  2022 
China and the Solomon Islands will conduct investment co-
operation in key fields, including port wharves, submarine 
optical cable construction, ship building and ship repair, and 
undertake exploration and development of offshore oil, gas 
and mineral resources.  The waters near China are fished out 
by local fishing boats. So the incentive for China is a deal that 
gives them access to the economic zones of South Pacific 
countries. 
 

Twenty-nine Boeing-built Apaches will replace the army’s 
Airbus ARH Tiger helicopters, while 13 MH-60R Seahawk 

Romeos will be acquired to replace six Airbus MRH-90 Taipans 
currently in service with the RAN. The aircraft are scheduled 
for delivery by 2025. 

May 10  2022 

Australia will soon know which type of submarine has been 
chosen for the RAN - a US Virginia-class or a UK Astute-class.  
The US Virginia-class Block IV entered service in 2020. 

The Block IV sub is 115m long, displaces 7,900 tonnes, has a 
diameter of 10.06m, a top speed of 25 knots, a crew of 135 
and four torpedo tubes. 
The UK Astute-class entered service in 2010.  It is 97m long, 
displaces 7,800 tonnes, has a diameter of 11.3m, a top speed 
of 30 knots, a crew of 98 and six torpedo tubes. 
Six RAN Collins-class submarines are currently in-service today.  
They are 77.8m long, displace 3407 tonnes, have a top speed 
of 20 knots, a crew of 58 and six torpedo tubes. 
 
May 11  2022 
Chinese and Russian naval and military officers have been 
barred from attending the Indo-Pacific International Maritime 
Expo and Sea Power conference which takes place in Sydney, 
May 10-12.  In the past Chinese officials have attended the 
conference and trade show.   The Convenor of the Conference 
is former Chief of Navy, Vice-Admiral Tim Barrett, AO, CSC, 
RAN (Rtd). The Indo-Pacific, Australia’s global maritime 
business event, has attracted more than 700 participants.  The 
Conference is a mix of defence and commercial interests 
covering topics such as: environmental issues, alternative 
fuels, ship design, new maritime technologies and post-Covid 
recovery of the international shipping industry. 
 
Vice-Admiral Mike Noonan, Chief of Navy, met with the heads 
of SW Pacific maritime forces.  DFAT has advised Australian 
officials to limit their involvement with Chinese and Russian 
officials until relations improve. 
 
Vice-Admiral Jonathon Mead, head of the Nuclear-Powered 
Submarine Task Force, said talks are under way with the 
International Atomic Agency (IAEA) to ensure that Australia 

meets the standards set out by the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT).  One major concern is the decline in the number of 
school pupils and university students who are studying STEM 
subjects.  RAN has about 15,000 personnel, but this number 
will need to be increased to about 16,000 by 2024 and 20,000 
by 2040. A larger force will be required to crew the navy’s 
Future Fleet.  
 
Peter Leahy, a former chief of Army, says in respect to the 
situation now surfacing with the Solomon Islands: (i) Australia 
should make use of its own strong geographical position i.e. 
establish an allied naval base in Papua New Guinea; (ii) remain 
calm and continue with support to the Solomons; (iii) focus on 
the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and re-energise the Pacific 
Step-up; (iv) review Australia’s current capabilities, force 
posture and basic options;  (v) establish operational, 
confidence building measures in anticipation that Australian 
and Chinese forces could operate in close proximity.   
 
May 13  2022 
Day 78 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
May 14  2022 
The Chinese intelligence vessel Haiwangxing has been tracked 
off the Western Australian coast near the Harold E Holt 
Communication Station   6km north of Exmouth.  The 
communications station provides very low-frequency radio 
transmission to US and RAN submarines.  Defence Minister 
Peter Dutton said Haiwangxing was being monitored by 
Australian surveillance aircraft. 
 

May 15  2022 

Day 80 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Day 38 of the Federal election campaign.  The Coalition launch 

their campaign in Brisbane. 
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May 17  2022 

Day 83 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Russian forces capture the city of Mariupol after a long siege. 
 
May 21  2022 
Federal election day in Australia.   
ALP will form government..  ALP will (most likely) get the 76 
seats needed to form a majority government.    Final figures 
have yet to be completed.  
 
May 25  2022 
Day 91 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Competition for Australia’s new Independent Littoral Maneuver 
Vessel (ILMV) increased during INDO PACIFIC 2022, with 
several competitors showcasing their designs and concepts to 
replace the Army’s fleet of LCM-8s.  The new vessels will be 
larger than their predecessors, with increased range, a steel 
hull and heavy-lift capabilities. 
 

May 26  2022 
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi said China has no intention of 
building a military base in Solomon Islands. He dismissed 
international concerns about the security agreement with the 
Solomon Islands government, saying it was “above board, with 
honesty and integrity”. 
 

May 27  2022 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi will visit Kirabati; Vanuatu; Tonga; 
and possibly PNG with the purpose of setting up areas of 
cooperation in security and economic development.  These 
four Pacific nations have chosen to align themselves 
diplomatically with PRC.  The Marshall Islands; Nauru; Palau; 
and Tuvalu are staying with ROC (Taiwan). PRC’s proposed 
Common Development Vision will strengthen exchanges and 

co-operation in areas of traditional and non-traditional security 
including police training.  Network governance; cyber security 
and natural resources (i.e. fishing) will be included in any 
discussions. 
 

May 28  2022 

Army has been conducting a two-year test and trials program 
to decide which Infantry Fighting Vehicle (IFV) (South Korea’s 
Hanwha Redback or Germany’s Rheinmetal Lynx) it will 
purchase.  The IFVs are similar in design and function, and 
both are technically acceptable.  
RAAF will acquire an additional seven MQ-28A Ghost Bat 
uncrewed autonomous aircraft at a cost of $454m from 
Boeing.  The new arrivals will bring the total number of Ghost 
Bats to 13. (previously known as Loyal Wingman)  
RAN is engaged in negotiations with Anduril, a US technology 
start-up, to co-fund the design and local manufacture of extra-
large autonomous undersea vehicles (XL-AUV).  (cf Anduril, the 
name of the mythical sword in ‘Lord of the Rings’). 
 
June 1  2022 
Day 97 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
June 2  2022 
Australia’s 47th Parliament has been decided after the May 21 
election.  ALP won 77 seats, giving it a two seat majority, L/NP 
58 seats and Other 16 seats. Former Defence Minister Peter 
Dutton has been elected Leader of the Opposition. New 
Defence Minister Richard Marles says bridging the gap 
between the retirement of the Collins-class submarines and 
the arrival of the AUKUS nuclear-powered boats is his top 
priority in the role. 

 
June 3  2022 

Day 100 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
                                                                               End 

  Vale – Air Commodore John Robert MacNeil 

(Retd) 

 
I regret that amidst the 
turmoil of COVID we failed to 
appropriately acknowledge 
the passing of Air Commodore 
John MacNeil, a long-term 
member of RUSI. 
 
John MacNeil passed away in 
Melbourne on 19 March 2020, 
aged 92. Born in Parkville, 
Melbourne on 12 November 

1927. He joined the Air Training Corps and in 1945 was 
accepted for RAAF pilot training, only to have his ambitions 
halted by the ending of the war a few months before he 
turned 18.  
 

After a few years as a schoolteacher in various Victorian 
country schools, John joined the RAAF and graduated from No. 
7 Navigator Course at East Sale in August 1952.  He was 
posted to 86 Transport Wing at RAAF Base Richmond.  
 
At the end of 1953 he was posted to 91 (Composite) Wing 
based in Japan and Korea, and served for the next nine 
months as a Dakota navigator based at Iwakuni and Kimpo. 
He flew 765 hours on operations during that period. At the end 
of 1953 John was posted to 11 Squadron on P2V5 Neptunes.  
 
John had a premium career as a navigator and flew in 
Transport (Dakota), Maritime (Neptune) and Bomber/Strike 
(Canberra) roles, including exchange postings with the RAF 
and USAF and even a short time with 817 Squadron RAN as an 

observer flying Fireflies from HMAS Sydney, 
 
Some Career highlights: 
 
ADC to the Governor-General, Field Marshal Sir William Slim,  
Chief Navigation Instructor, School of Air Navigation, East Sale 
Personal Staff Officer to the Minister for Air, Peter Howson  
Flight Commander with the USAF Navigator Training Squadron 
at Mather AFB, Sacramento.  
Commanding Officer, Officer Training School, Point Cook   
Defence Attache Malaysia 
Officer Commanding RAAF Base Laverton (1978-1980)– the 
first navigator to hold the position.  
 
In 1980 he took up the position of Director General Service 
Conditions, from which he retired in March 1982 after 31 years 
of service.  
 
John continued working for many years after retirement from 
the RAAF, including as Assistant Administrator of the National 
Trust (Victoria), as a high school teacher, and as an instructor 
at the Defence International Training Centre at Laverton.   In 
Melbourne he explored the potential synergy between RUSI 
VIC and the Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA) 
 
John MacNeil had a deep concern for the defence of Australia 
and maintained a strong sense of identity with the Air Force.  
He made a major contribution in the Air Force training system.  
He always said that a highlight for him of his time at OTS was 
to increase the number of women trainees significantly, and to 
bring in a more diverse range of instructors. 
 

                                                         Mike Rawlinson 
 
 



10 

 

Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has 12 Book Reviews.  On behalf of 
members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The Royal 
United Services Institute of Victoria Library thanks 
authors and publishers for providing copies for review.   
If you would like a hard copy of a review, please 
contact the Secretary. 
 

 

 

Keith Payne VC 
No One Left Behind 

 
 
Keith Payne VC Sydney, NSW: Pan Macmillan 
Australia, 2021 

Hardback   448pp   RRP $49.99 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, April 2022 

    
Warrant Officer Keith Payne is the last Australian to be 

awarded the Victoria Cross under the Imperial Awards 

prior to the adoption 
of the Victoria Cross 

for Australia in the 
Australian Honours 

System in 1991. 
Being an Imperial 

award, it is 

presented by Queen 
Elizabeth II, and 

Keith insisted it be 
presented in his 

home state of 

Queensland rather 
than at Government 

House, Canberra. 
Granted his request, 

the investiture took 

place on the Royal 
Yacht Britannia in 

Brisbane on Anzac 

Day 1970. 

This story is not the ‘sanitised for public’ version 
suitable for a public figure, but a ‘warts and all’ account. 

Keith, as the fourth child born in 1933, grew up in 

Ingham Queensland and lived an almost ‘Huckleberry 
Finn’ existence – missing school, fishing, shooting, and 

trapping to help support the family and the four more 

siblings born after him. 

 Leaving school at 14 years of age, Keith turned 

his hand to cane cutting, droving and apprentice cabinet 
maker. He joined the Regimental Cadets and his officer 

commanding told Keith he was 18, [not 16 as Keith 
insisted] thus enabling him to be paid for parading! At 

17 Keith joined the Regular Army at Enoggera Barracks, 
Brisbane and in 1952 joined Australia’s K-Force as part 

of the British Commonwealth Occupational Force on 

Shikoku, Japan. Two days before his 19th birthday, he 
was on his way to South Korea and in September, fired 

his first shot in anger. Keith fractured his cheekbone in a 

vehicle accident just before he was due to come back to 

Australia. 

In 1954, whilst on a driving course, Keith met Flo, 
his wife to be, in the Soldiers’ Club at Enoggera and 

they married in December that year. By 1962, Keith and 
Flo had five sons, and the entire family accompanied 

Keith to Malaysia during the Confrontation. After that 

Keith became an instructor at the Officer Training Unit 
for national serviceman at Scheyville, NSW before being 

posted to the Second Battalion of the Pacific Islands 
Regiment [2 PIR] at Wewak in New Guinea, again with 

his family. Keith was now leading patrols along the PNG-

Irian Jaya border.  

In February 1969, after ‘pulling strings’ to 

overcome his non-combat medical classification, Keith 
arrived in Vietnam as part of the Australian Army 

Training Team Vietnam [AATTV]. His role was to lead a 
company of Montagnard [indigenous mountain soldiers 

on patrols close to the Ho Chi Minh Trail that was used 

to infiltrate men and equipment into South Vietnam 
from North Vietnam. It was close to the Cambodian 

border in mountainous jungle that his force encountered 
a far stronger North Vietnamese Army force that 

wounded Payne and numerous of his men, placing them 

all in grave danger. In trying to withdraw to other 
friendly forces, it became evident in the darkness that 

many of the men were disoriented, and Keith went 
forward and directed them to a safe rendezvous before 

crawling on hands and knees for hours with a seriously 
wounded officer across his back in an effort to get 

medical help for him. The loss of this officer and not 

being able to get his body back then haunted Keith for 
decades. His actions on this patrol resulted in Keith 

Payne being awarded the Victoria Cross. 

The next three decades became a roller coaster 

as PTSD wreaked havoc with Keith’s health and mental 

well-being. No employment fulfilled his needs, his 
alcohol consumption soared, and his family had to 

weather his extreme highs and lows. Financial stress 
saw Keith sell his VC, but fortunately his full set of 

medals now reside in the Australian War Memorial. 

Making the most of old acquaintances and by 
spending time out in his beloved bush with indigenous 

soldiers in Northern Australia, Keith gradually began to 
make headway against his PTSD. Today he admits to 

still not having fully recovered from it. He and Flo have 
selflessly devoted their time and effort to fight for just 

treatment of veterans suffering from the defoliant Agent 

Orange, PTSD as well as the frightening number of 

veteran suicides.   

This is a well-written and easy-to-read 
autobiography. It contains a good measure of expletives 

in the appropriate places, an insert of historic and 

current photographs, a lengthy glossary at the front and 

an excellent Index. 

It is a fine work that enables the reader to look 

inside one of Australia’s few ‘Living Treasures’ 
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Operation Pedestal 
The Fleet that Battled to Malta, 1942 

 
Max Hastings 

London: William Collins, 2021 

Hardback    464pp     RRP $35.00 
 

Reviewer: Brian Surtees, May 2022 
 

 It is always with great anticipation that one 

opens a book by Sir Max Hastings. Operation Pedestal, 
his first book devoted primarily to naval operations, does 

not disappoint. 

In 1942 British 

affairs were in a parlous 
state. Rommel was 

threatening Alexandria 

and Cairo and the 
Eastern Mediterranean 

was dominated by Axis 
forces. This meant that 

convoys sent to resupply 

British forces in North 
Africa and points East 

had to sail via the 
Southern route around 

the Cape of Good Hope. 

British Air and 
Naval forces based on 

Malta were a thorn in the 
side of the enemy, interdicting supply routes serving 

Rommel’s forces in North Africa. However, by mid-1942 
the island was so short of all kinds of supplies that the 

population was only weeks away from starvation and 

running out of war stocks and fuel. It was largely 
ineffective as a strategic asset. There were some senior 

government advisers who considered that the effort and 
losses involved in supplying the island were not justified 

and that it should be abandoned to the enemy who 

would then have to feed the population.   

However most, including Churchill, believed that 

this would be very damaging to British morale on top of 
all the recent reverses and could not be entertained. It 

was determined that a maximum effort would be made 
to resupply Malta with a convoy of fourteen 

merchantmen, including a modern tanker - the Ohio 

recently transferred from the US merchant fleet. The 
convoy escort would comprise three aircraft carriers, 

two battleships, seven cruisers and 24 destroyers. 

The operation was named Pedestal and had the 

largest Royal Navy escort devoted to any convoy of the 

war. The convoy sailed from England in early August 
1942 and by 10th August had passed Gibraltar. German 

observation posts on both sides of the strait in Spanish 
territory passed the information to Berlin and large naval 

and air forces were positioned to attack the convoy. 

These consisted of 400 Italian and 200 German aircraft, 
21 submarines of both navies and 23 motor torpedo 

boats lying in wait for the ships that survived and 
passed the Sicilian Narrows. The Italian Navy capital 

ships were also a threat should they sortie to attack.  

Unfortunately, it was planned that the British 

capital ships, the battleships and carriers, would have to 

turn back to Gibraltar at the Narrows as there was 
insufficient sea room for them to manoeuvre and they 

would be too vulnerable to air attack. This meant the 
convoy would be protected by the cruisers, destroyers 

and air assets based in Malta for the final 200 nautical 

miles or so. This would prove to be the most dangerous 
and lethal part of the voyage. The first loss was the 

aircraft carrier Eagle which was hit by four torpedoes 
launched by the U73 German submarine, and it sank in 

eight minutes with the loss of 260 lives. Thereafter the 

tempo of attacks increased employing bombs, torpedoes 
and parachute mines. Initially the British carrier aircraft 

and ship anti-aircraft defences were quite effective but 
as the attacks increased both remaining carriers were 

damaged. However, 36 Spitfires destined for Malta were 
successfully flown off. After the capital ships departed 

for Gibraltar, the losses mounted including both 

merchantmen and warships. It is this part of the story 
that is covered in the book particularly well with an 

engrossing coverage of the action and the personal 

narratives of the participants of both sides. 

It is not possible to cover the scale of the 

destruction and suffering in this review other than to say 
that it is a harrowing read. Worthy of mention is the 

successful attack by the Italian submarine Axum which 
fired four torpedoes and had three hits: sinking one 

cruiser, badly damaging another and hitting the Ohio. 
The Ohio was bombed several times, torpedoed, and 

had a Stuka crash onboard. The ship lost power and was 

twice abandoned and re-boarded by the crew. It was 
finally towed into Valetta harbour in a sinking condition 

and delivered its cargo before sinking at its mooring. 
Overall, nine of the fourteen merchantmen and four 

naval ships were sunk with the loss of 350 lives.  

There had been heroism, panic, chaos and at 
times some cowardice shown; but overall, it had been 

demonstrated that without the assistance of a major 
surface navy, Axis submarines, aircraft and light surface 

units could not stop a determined well-escorted convoy. 

The Italian Navy initially sortied some capital units, but 
they returned to port, a decision reinforced by spoof 

radio traffic indicating allied air activity nearby. Two 
Italian cruisers were so damaged by a British submarine 

torpedo attack during their return to port that they took 
no further part in the war. Thereafter further Malta 

bound convoys gradually ended the supply problem. The 

major benefit was the reopening of allied shipping 
supply routes via the Suez Canal and the throttling of 

supply to Rommel’s Africa Corps, leading to its eventual 

defeat. 

This fine book is based on official records and 

personal diaries and interviews. As the author explains 
personal memories are sometimes unreliable and 

subjective but as far as is possible this must be the most 
detailed and well researched account of this operation 

recently published. Highly recommended. 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

A Short History of War 
 
Jeremy Black 
New Haven, Connecticut, US: Yale University Press, 

2021 

Hardback    272pp     RRP $30.95 
 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, May 2022 
 

 Professor Black's book lives up to its title. It is a 

broad yet concise history of a many-faceted issue, and it 
is short – only 272 pages. Yet, it is easily read, and 

remarkable informative to come to an understanding of 
conflict in all its many forms. The author covers all these 

forms of armed conflict that have existed in many 
structured human 

environments, since the 

first humans appeared on 

Earth, and still do. 

There are many 
facets to warfare. These 

are both behavioural, 

physical and environmental. 
They appear consistently, 

and to varying degrees in 
all conflicts. Each is an 

influence on, interactive 

with or an outcome of 
some other facet. They are 

not listed here in any 
particular order, but include, among others, human 

motivation and psychological desires, leadership and the 
acceptance of being led, support of others, geography, 

terrain and climate, resources and skills, ethical 

standards, culture and its symbols, religious and other 
beliefs, and communication between groups and 

individuals, in varying degrees of interaction. Professor. 
Black has woven these patterns of interaction which 

have occurred in different situations and in different 

places and times during the pre-history and history of 
humankind and shown how they affect or influence 

human interactions in what we know as 'warfare'. He 
has done this skilfully, with clarity and in a clear and 

easily understood time-frame. 

He makes the point that no two wars are the 

same. Each has its individual characteristics, but there 

are similarities that are frequent, just as there are 
inconsistencies that show in the various interactions that 

exist in warfare over all six habitable continents, and in 
all cultures, throughout the span of sapient humanity on 

this world. Perhaps surprisingly, Professor Black has 

cited only 20 sources in his bibliography, yet these cover 
a wide panorama of countries, cultures and wars of all 

types and sizes. 

This book should be a ‘must read’ for people 

entering into a study of military history. It will also be a 

valuable resource for those who already have some 
broader knowledge in the field or are already possessed 

of some expertise. This is a book well worth reading 
more than once, keeping as a reference, and as a start-

point for future study. 

 

The Emperor’s Grace 
Untold Stories of Australians Enslaved in Japan during 

WWII 

Mark Baker 
Clayton, Vic: Monash University Publishing, 2021 

Paperback   208pp   RRP $34.96 
 

Reviewer: Robert Dixon, March 2022 

 

 The Emperor’s Grace focuses on the war-time 

experience of three Australian Army officers who were 
captured by the Japanese in Singapore. The work is well 

researched and very well crafted.  While focusing on the 
experiences of three officers the author reveals to us a 

far larger story, the story 

of the men of C Force – 
the first contingent of 

Australian, British and 
Dutch prisoners of war 

shipped from Singapore 

to Japan in November 
1942. These men worked 

in the Kawasaki Shipyard 
in Kobe before the 

American firebombing 

campaign razed the city, 
and then the infamous 

Fukuoka coal mine 
before the atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki brought 

World War II to an end. 

While the horrors of the Thai–Burma Railway and 
Sandakan are well documented the fate of the 3800 

Australians sent to work as slave labourers in the 
factories and mines of mainland Japan are less well 

known.  This work goes a long way towards making up 

that deficiency and would be ideal for a school or 

municipal library.  

The title The Emperor’s Grace is taken from a 
speech made to the POWs by the Commander of Osaka 

POW camp when they first arrived in Japan. The speech 
included the words ‘You fought well but lost and were 

taken captives. It would be all natural and possible that 

you would be standing before a firing squad before long. 
However, by the august virtues and grace of His 

Majesty, The Emperor, and also benevolence of our 
military authorities, you are still sound and alive, having 

necessary quarters to live in with clothing and food 

properly supplied.’ 

The book includes forty-one photographs, five of 

which are photographs of drawings made while he was 
a POW by Robert Mitchell, himself a member of C Force. 

The book also has a Roll of Honour, six pages of 

endnotes, a select bibliography, and a very 
comprehensive index. Mark Baker is one of Australia’s 

most experienced journalists. He covered the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistanand was wounded while covering 

the civil war in Bougainville in the early 1990s.   He is a 
former Senior Editor of The Age and Editor ofThe 
Canberra Times.  
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The Battlefield of Imperishable 
Memory 

Passchendaele and the ANZAC Legend 

 
Matthew Haultain-Gall 

Clayton, Vic: Monash University Publishing, 2021 
Paperback   336pp   RRP $34.95 

 
Reviewer: Rob Ellis, March 2022 

 

 In a war best remembered for its massive 
casualty lists and the ongoing squalor of trench-warfare, 

in a conflict dominated by quick-firing field artillery and 
heavy siege guns, the battle also known as Third Ypres, 

or 'The Battle of the Salient', 

stands out as one of the 

bloodiest.  

Haultain-Gall's book is an 
interesting addition to the 

extensive bibliography on the five 

battles fought in Belgian Flanders 
for possession of the medieval 

city of Ypres. The city was a 
significant communication centre, 

overlooked by ridges that rose 
about 30 to 50 metres above the 

surrounding flat countryside. 

These ridges gave the German troops, who held them, 
vantage points from which they could see the Allied 

positions, control their artillery, and reverse slopes 
which concealed and protected their gun positions from 

observation and counter-battery fire.  

The German objective was to break through the 
Allied defences, take Ypres, and push on through 

Hasbrouck, another important road and rail centre, and 
capture the Channel Coast ports through which the 

British forces were supplied. Field Marshal Haig, the 
British Commander, saw that an Allied attack that drove 

the Germans from the ruined villages of Poelcappelle, 

Passchendaele, Broodseinde and Gheluvelt, and the 
tree-clad hill of Polygon Wood, would deprive the enemy 

of its favourable observation positions and the relatively 
safe sites for their artillery. It would also deny them 

access to their objectives in the Pas de Calais.  

It was not a 'small battle'. The Germans, 
commanded by Crown Prince Ruprecht of Bavaria, had 

some 88 Divisions, many under-strength and weary, 
available, with which to defend their positions. Against 

them, Haig had 3rd Army [General Gough] and 5th 

Army [General Plumer], some 44 British divisions, four 
Canadian divisions forming 1st Canadian Corps [Lt-Gen 

Currie] and I ANZAC Corps [Lt-Gen Birdwood] and II 
Anzac Corps [Lt-Gen Godley] – the two corps consisting 

of five Australian and one New Zealand division.  

The British War Cabinet, led by Prime Minister 

David Lloyd George, was unwilling to support Haig's 

plan, as were General Foch, the French Commander-in-
Chief. Lloyd George and General Robertson, the British 

Chief of Staff, withheld reinforcements from the large 
number of troops then available in Britain. Despite Haig 

being supported by Admiral Jellicoe, who wanted a 

successful campaign which would clear the Germans 

from their U-Boat bases at Zeebrugge and Ostend.  

Permission was not granted to go ahead until 27th 
July, but Haig had deliberately refrained from telling the 

War Cabinet that the weather would break in August, 
leading to heavy rain, which would turn the flat Flanders 

farmland into a swamp – because the drainage system, 

built up over about 300 years, had been destroyed by 
shellfire between 1914 and 1917. With limited railways 

and few, poor unsealed roads, the whole battle area 
would turn into a morass of mud, limiting movement of 

troops, guns, munitions, and all other supplies. Many 

wounded men fell and were drowned in the muddy 

water-filled shell-holes and blocked watercourses.  

The battle was bloody. It is estimated that the 
Allies lost over 275,000 men killed, wounded, missing, 

or taken prisoner, and the Germans lost at least 
250,000. On the memorial plaques of the Menin Gate 

are inscribed the names of more than 50,000 Allied 

troops with 'no known grave' - over 5,000 of these are 
Australians. [Casualty figures, as cited, vary according to 

the source from which they were derived. As a 
consequence, different totals may be found in other 

sources].  

Mr Haultain-Gall's theme is that the Australian 
troops who fought and died in this disastrous attempt to 

break the German Army have not been recorded in the 
collective memories of Australians, and that those who 

were casualties in this badly-handled military enterprise 
do not form part of the 'ANZAC Legend', which was 

founded on Gallipoli Peninsula, and further built upon at 

places, mostly in France, like Pozières, Amiens, 
Bullecourt, Mont St Quentin and Villers-Bretonneux. In 

particular, while the Australian sacrifices in World War 
One are recognised in France, and here in Australia, 

they are not as fully recognised in Belgium, and were at 

first given only peripheral reference in the Australian 

National War Museum.   

In C E W Bean's monumental Official History in 
the War 1914-1918, he explains this in Chapter 6 – 'Lost 

in a Surfeit of Memory', and this chapter is central to the 

book's theme. Also, in the entire book, there is no 
mention of one of the great Australian contributions to 

the Allied cause – the Australian Light Horse Charge at 
Beersheba, also in 1917, one of the outstanding 

performances by the Desert Mounted Column, led by 
one of Australia's greatest generals, Sir Harry Chauvel, 

and made up largely of Australian Light Horse, and 

which had an integral part in the creation of the ANZAC 

Legend.  

The book is interesting, as it does give full 
coverage of a brutal campaign, and the valiant role of 

the 100,000 or more Australian soldiers who took part in 

it, and in which over 6,000 became casualties. 
Unfortunately, there are two gaps in the book – there 

are no maps of the Ypres battle-fields, and of the 
strategic positioning of the belligerents. Also, the 27 

[mostly coloured] plates are placed in one part of the 
book, between pages 142 and 143, instead of being 

positioned close to the text to which they relate. Almost 

all the Plates are printed 2 to a page – and it is hard to 
appreciate the Septimus Power print [Plate 8] when 
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reduced to 11 cm x 5.5cm. The superb Longstaff 

painting 'Menin Gate at Midnight' [Plate 12] has also 

been reproduced at the same dimensions, and so loses 

its impact. 

______________________________________________ 

 

Sad Joys on Deployment 
 

Greg Bruce 
Canary Wharf, London UK: Austin Macauley Publishers, 

2020 
Paperback    176pp   RRP $19.75 

 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, May 
2022 

    
Greg Bruce is an 

orthopaedic surgeon.  He 

was born in Adelaide, 
graduated in medicine 

from Adelaide University, 
and completed his 

internship in New Zealand 
and later in 

England.  Upon his return 

to Australia, he went into 
practice in Sydney, and 

became a civilian 
contractor to the Royal 

Australian Air Force, providing orthopaedic surgical care 

to members of that service.  

In 1988, he was recruited into the RAAF Special 

Reserve, as an orthopaedic surgeon, and this led to ten 
overseas deployments, which he describes in this 

book.  His travels on deployment, took him to Rwanda, 
Papua New Guinea, Bouganville, Afghanistan, Iraq, 

Timor (3 times), The Solomon Islands and 

Indonesia.  He worked in a variety of hospitals, under 
the command of Australian, American, Dutch and United 

Nations personnel, and with medical teams from these 
and other countries, and under conditions that varied 

from first-class down to outright ‘primitive’.  The 

Australian and other medical teams were restricted to 
treating members of United Nations-sanctioned peace-

keeping forces, but, as he notes in several places, 
civilian casualties ‘crept in’. This led to many specialists 

providing treatment outside their personal areas of skill 
and experience, often under conditions that could not be 

described as ‘ideal’. 

Mr Bruce describes these experiences in a well-
structured account in 23 short chapters, plus some 

appendices and photographs, across only 130 pages.  In 
his clear, precise style, he gives an easily readable 

account of the highs and lows of performing delicate 

and, often life-saving surgery, on victims of both battle 
injuries and ‘normal’ civilian accidents.  He makes the 

point, very clearly, that in many cases, battle injuries, 
especially those from high-velocity projectiles and high 

explosive blast, are very different from those 

encountered in a civilian practice, and so requiring 
surgeons and other medical staff to use techniques and 

equipment that quite frequently differ from those that 

would be used in normal civil practice. These 

injuries  were treated, sometimes with improvised 
equipment or with assisting staff who were not 

accustomed to the techniques used by surgeons who 
may be from a different culture or used to working 

under a different bureaucracy or military command 

structure,   were trained differently, or who spoke a 
different language – or sometimes two or more of these 

factors were in play – in a tented hospital, and with 
inadequate or obsolete equipment, in a dust-storm or 

extreme heat or driving rain! 

There is an illuminating account of the varying 
approaches taken by different countries in setting up 

and equipping their medical support teams and facilities, 
and of the good and sometimes bad outcomes that 

result from these differences.  He also describes some of 
the difficulties that arise when carrying out a mission 

under the orders of decision-makers who may be half a 

world away from the actual situation. Often, these 
restrictions were set by other officials, who were even 

further away and had even less knowledge of the 
conditions under which the relief teams were carrying 

out their work. 

If the reader has knowledge or experience of 
being a member of a United Nations Relief Team, his or 

her appreciation of the men and women who join them 
will be enhanced.  If this is an area which is new to the 

reader, it will be an eye-opener in many ways. 

Taking Mr Bruce’s account as base, it becomes 

apparent that the work is both difficult and dangerous, 

carried out with limited resources, far from home, and 
with little or no reward.  Often deployment takes the 

ADF Reservist away from his normal life, resulting in a 
loss of income, disruption of family relationships, and 

sometimes an aftermath of the stresses suffered on 

deployment that lead to on-going post-traumatic stress 

disorders. 

The book’s title is apt.  There are ‘joys’ or benefits 
from deployment – travel, broadening of professional 

skills, both from the work itself and from interaction with 

other specialists from other countries and cultures, and 
the knowledge that what was done while on deployment 

may have benefited others who would have suffered 
more were you not there.   There is also sadness as the 

deployed person sees, often at close range, the sorrows 
and the physical damage to the victims of either climatic 

events, crime, revolution or civil wars or just the plain 

ineptitude of public servants. Some of the examples 
Bruce cites may be upsetting to some readers, as the 

author does not try to find excuses, but tells these 

stories clearly and objectively.  

There is one flaw in this book:  The method of 

production and printing means that the photographs 
have not reproduced clearly, and so detail is limited, and 

so they lose some impact.    

It is a book that is well worth reading. It gives a 

clear, unemotional description of the highlights and 
lowlights of being deployed as ADF Reservists and 

shows that they deserve respect and support from the 

rest of our society. 
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Save Our Sons 
Women, Dissent and Conscription during the Vietnam 

War 

Carolyn Collins 
Clayton, Vic.: Monash University Publishing 2021 

Paperback   360pp   RRP $34.95 
 

Reviewer: Robert Dixon, June 2022 

 
Founded in May 1965 in Sydney, Save Our Sons 

(S.O.S.) was one of the earliest anti-conscription groups 
of the Vietnam war period. I describe them as an “anti-

conscription group” as initially their sole focus was on 
the repeal of the Menzies Government’s National Service 
Act (1964) and especially the Act as amended in 1965 

where there was an explicit 
statement that conscripts could 

be obliged to serve overseas. 
One contribution of this book is 

that it shows that as the war 

went on, they also became 
stridently opposed to the 

Vietnam War itself. A second 
contribution of the book is the 

detailed information we are 

provided on key members of 
S.O.S. and especially the 

founding members of the 
various branches. This is done 

in such a way that the biographical material enhances 
the description of the formation and evolution over time 

of activities undertaken by the various branches.   

The nature of S.O.S. protests varied – some 
involved silent vigils in public places of commemoration 

such as Melbourne's Shrine of Remembrance; at other 
times members handed out leaflets at Army barracks or 

railway stations from which national servicemen were 

travelling to begin their military service. Indeed, in April 
1971 five S.O.S. women were sentenced to 14 days in 

Fairlea Women's Prison in Melbourne for handing out 
anti-conscription leaflets to men registering for National 

Service. Members of S.O.S. also prepared and circulated 
petitions, approached members of parliament and 

worked in conjunction with other anti-war groups to 

protest against National Service and the war. Members 
of S.O.S. also played a role in assisting conscientious 

objectors and draft resisters, even to the extent of 
providing them with ‘safe-houses’ where they would 

hide from the police. Sometimes protest activities 

resulted in the arrest of S.O.S. members.  

Regarded as a communist front organization by 

ASIO, their activities were closely monitored by the 
police and the security agencies. The book shows that 

some members of S.O.S. were Communists or were 

members of other organizations which might reasonably 
be described as communist front organizations, there 

were numerous members who clearly were not 
communists and were not simply doing the bidding of 

those members who were communists. Indeed, the 
author demonstrates that S.O.S. branches were made 

up people of varying ages, religious and political 

persuasions (including many Liberal voters), united 

solely by their concern about conscription and the War.  

Also, the author shows that, contrary to popular belief, 

mothers of sons who might be liable to be called up 
comprised only a small fraction of the total S.O.S. 

membership. 

The book is quite comprehensive and is clearly 

the result of a great deal of solid research. Also, unlike 

many other books based on a PhD thesis, is very well 
written. In addition, the font size is ‘older-reader 

friendly’. I have only one major criticism. The author 
points out that there were S.O.S. branches in Sydney, 

Melbourne, Brisbane, Newcastle, Townsville, 

Wollongong, Adelaide and Perth, and we are given 
information on how these branches came into being. 

This is all fine and well, but one notes that there were 
no branches in (for example) Canberra-Queanbeyan, 

Geelong, Hobart, Cairns, Darwin and the Gold Coast. I 
think that one would learn more about the nature and 

appeal of S.O.S. if the author had made some attempt 

to explain why there were no branches in places such as 
these. An obvious question is: why was there only one 

branch in Victoria? 

The book is a major contribution to the social 

history of Australia(ns) and the war in Vietnam and will 

be of particular interest to relatives of S.O.S. members 
and to those conscientious objectors and draft-resisters 

who were assisted by S.O.S. The author is a graduate of 
the University of Adelaide where her PhD thesis, upon 

which this book is based, was awarded the University 

Medal for Doctoral Excellence. 

The book includes sixteen very well-chosen B&W 

photographs which complement the text perfectly. The 
book also has thirty-six pages of endnotes, a select 

bibliography and a lengthy index (mostly of names).  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Vera Deakin and the Red Cross 
 

Carole Woods 
Melbourne: Melbourne: Royal Historical Society Victoria, 

2020 

Hardcover.   RRP $35.00 
 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, March 2022 
 

Alfred Deakin 

was Australia’s 
second Prime 

Minister after 
Federation in 1901, 

and served in that 
office three times, 

between 1903 and 

1910. Vera, the 
youngest of his 

three daughters, 
also served her 

country, devotedly 

and with distinction, 
as an active member 

of the Red Cross in 
both World Wars, 



16 

 
Vera Deakin continued 

and through the years of peace between the wars and 

during the early parts of the ‘Cold War’ which followed 

World War II. 

Ms Woods has provided a well-researched and 
comprehensive review of Ms Deakin’s life and work, 

from her first involvement with the Red Cross in 1915, 

through to her death in 1978. 

Her full life was devoted to the care of others, 

through her engagement with many charitable 
organisations, other than just the Australian Red Cross - 

Yooralla, the YMCA, the Anzac Fellowship of Women, 

and the Limbless Soldiers Melba Welfare Trust, as well 
as several hospitals and other welfare organisations 

related to military and civilian causes. 

After a whirlwind courtship in London over 

Christmas - New Year 1918-19, Vera accepted a 
proposal of marriage from Captain Tom White, an officer 

in the Australian Flying Corps. This began a long, happy, 

and productive marriage, which lasted until White’s 
death in 1957. That it was productive is evidenced by 

their service to Australia, to charities and other 
community organisations, and Tom White’s membership 

of the Federal Parliament, as a Minister in the Menzies 

Government,  and later as Australia’s High Commissioner 
in London, during which he was awarded a Knighthood 

in the Order of the British Empire [to go with the 
Distinguished Flying Cross he had been awarded for his 

service in the Australian Flying Corp’s 1st Half-Flight in 
Mesopotamia during World War I.  He had also served 

with the Royal Australian Air Force throughout World 

War II, rising to the rank of Group Captain]. 

Later in her life, Vera - now Lady White - was 

awarded the Officer of the Order of the British Empire 
[OBE] in recognition of her devoted and tireless service 

to the Red Cross and many other humanitarian and ex-

service organisations between 1915 and her death in 
1978. Her work in building up the Red Cross Wounded 

and Missing Enquiry Bureau, at first in Egypt and later in 
London between 1915 and 1919, is still regarded as a 

model of how such organisations should be established 

and managed. She was to renew this service within the 
ARCS during World War II, and see it expanded into a 

civilian assistance bureau helping trace victims of peace-

time disasters, in the years after 1945. 

Vera, over the years made many firm and lasting 
friendships. These, when listed, give the appearance of 

a summary of the Australian version of ‘Who’s Who’. She 

was an accomplished cellist, more than able to sing in 
public, and with a deep love of literature and other 

cultural pursuits, characteristics that flowed from her 
upbringing in a happy home with two loving parents and 

two older sisters who were always friends and close 

companions. She was also supported, through this long 
and fruitful career, by her firm Christian faith, and she 

was a strong, caring, and respected leader, and a true 

humanitarian. 

Ms. Woods has given us a well-researched, 
interesting, and detailed account of Vera Deakin’s [Lady 

White’s] life and her many achievements. It is a book 

that is a pleasure to read. Its actual construction and 
presentation are a credit to the printers. Included are 

some excellent prints of family and other portraits and 

photos of the Deakin family’s homes and her many 

relatives and friends.  

______________________________________________ 

 

The Sailor’s Bookshelf 

Fifty Books to Know the Sea 
 

James Stavridis 
Annapolis, MA, USA: Annapolis Institute Press, 2021 

Hardcover   232pp   RRP $69.25 
 

Reviewer: Roger Buxton, March 2022 

    
I suspect that the books 

on a sailor’s bookshelf are 
usually determined by the 

interests or vocation of the 
sailor, whether as a 

recreational yachtswoman, 

historian, marine scientist or 
as a professional merchant or 

naval sailor. It could be 
possible to be very 

knowledgeable in one area but 

to have limited knowledge of 
others – although this is 

unlikely as sailors tend to have 
a wide interest in the medium 

on which they spend much of their lives. 

This is certainly the case with Admiral Stavridis, 
one of the most distinguished naval officers of his 

generation and an influential academic, who has 
selected fifty books from his library: fiction and non-

fiction, covering different oceans and periods of history 
and including ‘some of the most fundamental texts that 

help sailors learn and hone their craft’. 

The selected books are grouped under The 
Oceans, Explorers, Sailors in Fiction and Sailors in 

Nonfiction. As stated in the afterword, ‘… the selection 
presented here is part of a much larger canon and is not 

meant to be comprehensive or even prescriptive’ and 

one would find it difficult to fault this eclectic selection. 
All the classic books that come to mind are included 

here, together with others many of us may not have 

read. 

The chapter on Short Stories of the Sea includes 
some important books that might otherwise have been 

excluded, such as Nicholas Monsarrat’s short story HMS 
Marlborough Will Enter Harbour which describes a 
captain’s struggle to bring his torpedoed sloop back to 

safety.  

The Sailor’s Bookshelf is highly recommended as a 

guide to important books that may have escaped your 

attention or been overlooked through lack of time. 
Personally, I would have liked to see Joseph Conrad’s 

Typhoon included, but in such a diverse field some must 

inevitably be excluded. 
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Mau Mau Whitewash – Britain Slandered 
A Critique of the Revisionist Account of Mau Mau 

 
 
Lee Boldeman 

Brisbane, QLD: Copyright Publishing, 2021 
Paperback   376pp   RRP $49.50 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2022 

    

In recent years we have witnessed in the media 
the toppling of statues of individuals that, by today’s 

‘standards’, were out of step with our current values. 
This is but one aspect of re-writing history, and the 

written media is currently awash with sanitised versions 
of history. Boldeman has 

examined how the 

relationship between the 
Mau Mau and the British 

colonial government in 
Kenya during the 1950s 

has been distorted by 

numerous current 

historians. 

Historians/commentators 
writing in the 1950s have 

been ignored by the 

revisionists in their 
fervour to condemn 

everything pertaining to 
British colonialisation and 

imperialistic government - 
the government in Kenya in the 1950s were guilty of 

killing Mau Mau who were only seeking independence 

and self-rule! Completely overlooked is the fact the Mau 
Mau coerced their own people – the Kikuyu - to take 

oaths of allegiance, and those who were not prepared to 
cooperate, were slaughtered and/or dismembered; while 

the government, realising its own police force was 

totally inadequate to protect the population from terror, 
asked Britain for a number of battalions of troops to 

assist in maintaining law and order. 

Boldeman has forensically dissected the current 

revisionist literature, but not before outlining the ethical 
considerations and academic rigour necessary in 

providing an appropriate approach to reviewing and 

commenting on past events. The ideologies and those 
who imposed them upon their people in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries have been succinctly 
presented. The history of Britain’s anti-slavery stance in 

Africa and the role Britain played in the early days of 

Kenya have been discussed. Examination of Kikuyu 
beliefs enable the reader to put Kenyan society into 

perspective in the late 1940s along with a snapshot of 
Kenyan society in the 1950s. The confluence of 

numerous factors enabled those seeking power at any 

cost to have a fertile environment to manipulate the 
Kenyans and the Kikuyu in particular. The number of 

deaths among the Kikuyu (who were 25% of Kenya’s 
natives) has been grossly underestimated, mainly due to 

their bodies having never being found or their murders 

not being reported. 

Kikuyu leader, Jomo Kenyatta, had spent time in 

Moscow in 1932 and 1933 at the University of the 

Toilers of the East tasked to make its students into real 
revolutionaries. He spent fourteen years in Britain in the 

company of radicals advocating the revolutionary 
overthrow of British imperialism. Embracing anti-
colonialism and Pan-African  ideas, he co-organised the 

1945 Pan-African Congress in Manchester before returning 

to Kenya in 1946. The following year he was elected 
President of the Kenya African Union. His slogan ‘Land 

and Freedom’ had as its source the Nazi slogan ‘Living 

Space’ and Lenin’s ‘Peace, Land and Bread’. In 1952, he 
was arrested and charged with masterminding the anti-

colonial Mau Mau Uprising and remained in prison from 
1954 until 1961. He became President of the Kenyan 

African National Union on release and led the party to 
victory in the general election in 1963 – thus becoming 

Kenya’s first Prime Minister with Kikuyu holding the 

major portfolios, and Kenyatta taking a more moderate 
stance for fear of the British removing him from office. 

He became Kenya’s first President in 1964 - dying in 

office in 1978. 

 

This is an extremely academic work, tackled with 
tremendous rigor. It does require substantial effort to 

read more than one chapter in a sitting. The text has 
been supplemented by more than 800 notes and 

contains an excellent Index. 

Boldeman has indeed cemented his authority as 
an expert on Kenyan history during the Mau Mau 

Uprising and is essential reading for those wishing to 
avoid the ‘alternative fact’ versions that are 

unfortunately becoming more prevalent. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Morrison’s Mission 
How a beginner reshaped Australian Foreign policy 

 
Paul Kelly 
North Sydney, NSW: Penguin, 2022 

Paperback   256pp   RRP $12.99 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2022 

    
This Lowry Institute paper examines the foreign 

policies that Scott 
Morrison has put in place 

since becoming Prime 
Minister in August 2018. 

He was confronted by a 

rapidly changing world 
order: a belligerent 

Chinese approach to trade 
with Australia, rising 

tensions between the 

United States and China, 
and a COVID pandemic 

with its impact on our 
economy and resulting in 

world supply shortages. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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Morrison’s Mission continued 

 

With an approach based on creating a balance of 
power that favours freedom, Morrison has always put 

Australian identity foremost in his approach, building 
advantageous international alliances particularly relating 

to our security, and not being prepared for Australia to 

undertake any action detrimental to Australia’s benefit. 

On becoming Prime Minister, Morrison quickly 

acted on domestic issues, but realised the importance of 
foreign affairs. His time as Immigration Minister and 

Federal Treasurer stood him in good stead as he 

hastened to work with world leaders to strengthen 
relationships and international ties. A stance of not 

being bullied by China won him and Australia 

international recognition. 

The relationship with the last two United States 
presidents meant that the approach to dealing with 

Trump and Biden necessitated being at opposite ends of 

the spectrum. Care was taken to not commit Australia to 
being totally locked into any commitments unfavourable 

to Australia. The nuclear submarine project with the US 
and the UK (AUKUS) had been planned with the utmost 

secrecy for some time before being announced – 

demonstrating the partners’ extreme security 
commitment. China’s increasing militant moves in the 

Indo-Pacific played a major factor in the AUKUS 
agreement. Australia has traditionally spent more in aid 

to the countries in the Southern Pacific than other 
countries, and Morrison hopes to use those alliances 

against China’s aggression. 

As each aspect of foreign policy has been 
discussed, they have been commented upon by 

Australia’s leading experts in politics and foreign affairs. 
Criticism of poorly-implemented policies or statements, 

along with the advantages and disadvantages of policies 

punctuate the text. 

This is a most-readable and succinct analysis and 

commentary on Scott Morrison’s creation and 
implementation of a foreign policy that he hopes will be 

Australia’s template in the years ahead.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Soldiers and Aliens 
Men in the Australian Army’s Employment Companies 

during World War II 
 
June Factor 

Carlton, VIC: Melbourne University Press, 2022 
Paperback   352pp   RRP $39.99 

 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, May 2022 
   

Melbourne University Press is a publisher that can 
be relied on to present a well-constructed book. This is 

no exception. What’s more, the book discusses an 

important subject, one not dealt with comprehensively 

elsewhere. It does so in a straightforward and lucid way. 

June Factor is the daughter of an alien, once an 
enemy alien, so declared in the Second World War. She 

is a practising social historian. 

At the outset of that war there were many people 

in Australia of German and Italian origin. During the 

conflict that group was added, such as those 
unfortunates transported here on the Dunera. Initially all 

were treated with caution and suspicion – war arouses 
and magnifies suspicion. However, many of these 

enemy aliens were refugees – another pejorative term – 

fleeing fascist regimes. Not all were Jewish, though this 
group had excellent reasons to seek asylum. So, to take 

an example, was a German Jewish refugee an enemy? 
Simply answered, no! Was a naturalised person of 

Italian or German extraction and alien or an enemy 

alien? ‘True’ enemy aliens needed to be interned – did 
all aliens? – What about 

other non-naturalised 

foreigners?  

As the war 
progressed it became 

evident that ‘friendly’ aliens 

could and should make a 
positive contribution to the 

national effort. They were 
formed into Army 

Employment Companies 

(sometimes termed Labour 
Companies). These 

companies were 
uniformed, unarmed and 

served only in Australia. 
They were officered by 

non-alien soldiers, but the non-commissioned officers 

were chosen from the ‘alien’ ranks. They received army 
pay. Their officers were not all the best the military had. 

They were a labour force, lashing, loading and 
unloading warlike stores, but not supposed to take the 

job of civilians. They were free to move within the wider 

community subject to the normal Army disciplines and 
requirements. They were subject to scrutiny by the not-

always-competent security services. 

The employment companies contributed 

significantly to the war effort. They suffered unjust 

criticism from segments of the community, vocal 
elements of whom were ant-semitic and racist. General 

MacArthur found them of particular use in setting up his 

Small Ships flotilla, paying them more in his service. 

This fascinating and important book, among other 
issues, examines the setting-up of these companies, 

their work and leisure, the politics and religious issues 

and their post-war fate (perhaps disposal might be a 
better description). It’s a great read, and tells us much 

about a nation at war, not all of it pleasant. 
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War Poetry 
 

The RUSIV Defence Update of 11 April 2022 (Short Newsletter 94) had as its lead item The Poets of the First World War. 

This rang a bell with our esteemed book reviewer Bob Ellis (pictured), who, as a teenager during the Second World War, 

commenced writing his own war poem in 1948. A visit to his filing cabinet resulted in his poem (completed in 2002) being 

forwarded to RUSIV. 

Rob’s moving poem will be framed and hung on our walls in Victoria Barracks. 

 
 

     LOOK BOTH WAYS 
 

We have heard 

 the gravel crunching under iron shod heel, 

We have seen 

 beneath a smoke cloud, a stricken city reel, 

We have known 

 the final agony that comes from flying steel, 

And still you sing to us of glorious war. 

 

We have heard 

 great tales of daring in some half-forgotten place, 

We have seen 

 the haunted eyes of men who stared death in the face, 

We have known 

 the ruthless progress of a vaunted 'Master Race', 

And barred its passage with uncounted graves. 

 

We have heard 

 the cannon roaring, we have heard the bugle call, 

We have seen  

 the steadfast sentinels who guard that last thin wall, 

We have known  

 that there's an ending, and we know it comes to all, 

And given of our blood to stain the waves. 

 

We have heard   

 of love of country sung in awe-inspiring rhyme, 

We have seen 

 the valiant warriors who rose to heights sublime, 

We have known 

 the depths of misery, and had no chance to climb, 

And wondered at the end: "What was it for?" 
 

                                                                                                                                       Bob Ellis 

 

 

 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best collection in Victoria on defence and military related subjects by donating to your 
RUSI VIC Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the Australian Taxation Office, 
and monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. Receipts will be provided. 
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Library Notes 
 
Cataloguing of new and donated items continues at a rate of about 110 per fortnight, with all volunteers now back in 

harness. A planned major book sale of our duplicate items at the Glen Waverley R.S.L. had to be delayed to another date 
due to illness. These books, many in near new condition, are temporarily artfully stored and concealed in the library.  

 
Please feel free to visit, inspect and buy! We have a large backlog of maps to catalogue although their details are 

recorded on spreadsheets. This magnificent collection is admired by visiting academics and groups.  

We recently hosted a visit by the Victorian Guides Association (Museum and venue guides) and this visit unearthed a 
Russian language speaker who offered to assist in translating some of our Russian material.  

 
After a year of unreliable performance our air-conditioning system has been replaced. This is important for the control of 

the library environment and protection of the books. It did involve the temporary disassembly of three double sided 

shelving units and the storage of over 1000 books on the floor in the other room. Everything is now restored and 
amazingly the books are reshelved in the correct order. 

 
A librarian’s life is not a sedentary one! (Apologies G&S). 

 

Brian Surtees 
Hon Librarian 

New Acquisitions (since March 2022) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author(s)  Subject  

Hitler's War in Africa  David Mitchelhill-Green Rommel’s Western Desert 
1941 – 1942      drive for Cairo. 
 
The Boy in the Dress Jonathan Butler Searching for the truth behind an historical hate 

crime in Townsville during WWII. 
 
The Searchers Robert Sackville-West The quest for the lost of the First World War. 
 
The Avoidable War Kevin Rudd The dangers of a catastrophic conflict between 

the US and Xi Jinping’s China. 
 
Contest for the Indo-Pacific Rory Metcalf Why China won’t map the future. 
 
'A' Field Battery Royal  David F. Gibson, PSM The journey to Phuoc Tuy and  
Regiment of Australian     Long Khanh. 
Artillery  
 
On Killing Remotely Wayne Phelps The psychology of killing with 
 Dave Grossman  drones. 
  
The Bomb Fred Kaplan Presidents, generals, and the secret history of 

nuclear war. 
 
Blood and Ruins Richard Overy The Great Imperial War 1931 – 1945. 
 
Eight Hundred Heroes Stephen Robinson China’s Lost Battalion and the fall of 

Shanghai. 
 

Veiled Valour Tom Frame Australian Special Forces in  
Afghanistan and war crimes 

  allegations.
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