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Forthcoming Anniversaries

11 September 1914: Battle of
Bita Paka, New Britain — first
Australian conflict of the First
World War

14 September 1943: 26 Bde
crosses the Busu river heading
towards Lae, New Guinea

15 September 1943: 2/25 Bn
patrols enter and raise
Australian flag at Lae

A weekly e-newsletter relating to our security & defence

A Poetic and Ill-Fated Dictator

Saddam Hussein (1937 -2006) was an Iraqi
politician and revolutionary who served as the
fifth president of Iraqfrom 1979 untilhe was
overthrown in 2003 during the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

Cataloguing Arabic publications was once a
challenge: but now a smart phone with its camera
can readily translate.

This 20-page leaflet was souvenired during the
war in Iraq. It is titled, “The speech of the Leader

President Saddam Hussein Great Victory Day g

3/1/2001”. The cover reads, “August is the brother

of July, and April is their Sun”. Inspirational stuff! - g
The title page reads “Speech of Mr President Leader i Bl wll
Saddam Hussein, may God protect and preserve PV NPV éui |
him, on the occasion of the thirteenth anniversary of A :
the Day of Days, the Day of the Great Victory, August 8, 2001”. August 8th, 1988
was when the Iran-Iraq War ended, often referred to as the "Great Victory Day"
by some Iraqis, marking the cessation of hostilities in that conflict.

| Key: (M) - magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) - film; (P) - podcast |

Defence

Don’t abandon AUKUS: the case for recommitting to—and revitalizing--the alliance:
(M)ForeignAffairs

NASA confirms moon ride for Aussie lunar Roo-ver: (IM)Innovationaus

Threads that bind: cables, community and Australia’s defence: (M) AspiStrategist

For the Quad, turbulence doesn’t mean collapse: (M) AspiStrategist

Think you know terrorism when you see it? A new inquiry says think again: (M)AspiStrategist
Beyond submarines: why AUKUS Pillar II matters now: (M)Lowy

Terrorists are adapting to new drone technology. Australia must follow: (M) AspiStrategist

Navy
RAN begins SATCOM transformation: (M)Contact

Army

10th Aussie rotation to Ukraine training mission: (M)Contact

South-East Asia

Southeast Asia’s evolving defence partnerships: (M)Low
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Indo Pacific

New landing craft delivered to Tonga:
A test of unity: can the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders” meeting keep the family together:
How the US should push the Quad-Plus to protect undersea cables:

UK

Royal Navy makes first-ever domestic drone delivery between warships:

US

What is the Army’s Dark Eagle — and why is China worried?
Department of War: Trump gives DoD ‘secondary’ name, awaiting Congressional buy in:

Navy taps four aerospace primes to design autonomous drone wingmen:

NATO & EU

Norway selects UK Type 26 frigates under $13.5 billion plan:
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte delivers keynote address:

Middle East

In Lebanon, UNIFIL vote looms as US runs short on patience:
Belgium to recognise Palestine at the UN General Assembly:
UN Force in Lebanon slams Israeli drone attack on peacekeepers:

Ukraine

This is how Ukrainian Yak-52 crews hunt Russian drones:

Ukraine’s milestone shows drones prevent defeat, but don’t secure victory:

Peace negotiations and Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant:

Ukraine now flying Former Azerbaijani MiG-29 Fulcrum:

Macron says 26 countries pledge troops as a reassurance force for Ukraine after war ends:

Russia
Russia’s “Zapad’ drill has Europe on edge about low-key attacks:

China & Taiwan

China debuts new warship, boosts South Pacific presence:
In calling Taiwan ‘Nazis’, Beijing weaponises history:
China unveils ‘most powerful” laser weapon yet, signals naval role:

Military History

Recommended: How Singapore navigated high-stakes politics after split from Malaysia |
separation: declassified:

How the men on a navy submarine survived after sinking 240 feet in the Atlantic:
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https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/new-landing-craft-delivered-to-tonga/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=eb07590581-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-57e9727da2-66246413
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https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2025/09/ukraines-drone-milestone-shows-drones-prevent-defeat-dont-secure-victory/407846/?oref=defense_one_breaking_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Breaking%20News:%209/3%20drones%202&utm_content=B&utm_term=newsletter_d1_alert
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/peace-negotiations-and-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-power-plant
https://www.twz.com/air/ukraine-now-flying-former-azerbaijani-mig-29-fulcrum?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-witkoff-europe-61ae60275a00cb442c743181df13b785?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/09/02/russias-zapad-drill-has-europe-on-edge-about-low-key-attacks/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/25/china-debuts-new-warship-boosts-south-pacific-presence/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-asia
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/in-calling-taiwan-nazis-beijing-weaponises-history/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_5bd269b1e5a8eaf5a9b3e3785a3b19ef&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=In%20calling%20Taiwan%20Nazis%20Beijing%20weaponises%20history
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/09/04/china-naval-laser-weapon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PURc4F8t2rQ
https://www.military.com/history/how-men-navy-submarine-survived-after-sinking-240-feet-atlantic.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
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