
The Australian Army Reserve 

This 1917 Defence Department 4-page 
leaflet is one of two in our collection marking 
the formation of an Army Reserve. It was 
written by Colonel James Mackay at Victoria 
Barracks, Melbourne. 

It stated that, “The Australian Army 
Reserve has been brought into existence by 
Australian Government to utilize, as a National 
Insurance for the future peace of Australia, the 
splendid experience gained by men of the 
Australian Imperial Force. 

In the Australian Army Reserve enrol-
ment will be voluntary, and the period of 
training per annum will not exceed four (4) 
whole days, during which period the men will be paid at Militia Force 
rates. 

To each of the existing Militia Units so renumbered will be linked 
a Reserve Unit consisting of the men who have served at the front in a 
Unit bearing the same number as the renumbered Militia Unit of which 
they will form the Reserve. This will insure that the numerical designation 
of the Australian Imperial Force Units who have made history for 
Australia will be carried on for all time in the Military Forces of 
Australia.” 

Sadly, this praiseworthy aspiration did not last. 
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Defence  
Annual Cyber Threat Report 2024-2025: (M)ASD  
US, Australia team up with Lockheed Martin to build missiles Down Under (M)Stars&Stripes  
ADF showcases world-class peacekeeping training: (M)Contact  
Prime Minister Albanese’s meeting with President Trump: views from ASPI analysts: 
(M)AspiStrategist 
Rare earth showdown: why the West must learn to pick winners – and partners: (M)Lowy  
US, Australia team up with Lockheed Martin to build missiles Down Under 
(M)Stars&Stripes  
 

Navy 
Eyre arrives at her home port: (M)Contact  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
20 October 1944: RAN 
supports US landings on Leyte, 
Philippines 
21 October 1944: HMAS 
Australia damaged by kamikaze 
attacks during the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf 
22 October 1942: 9 Div 
prepares to attack Rommel’s 
forces at El Alamein, North 
Africa 
23 October 1942: Second Battle 
of El Alamein begins 
25 October 1944: HMAS 
Shropshire in the Battle of 
Surigao Strait 
26 October 1942: Pte Percival 
Gratwick, 2/48 Bn, awarded the 
VC for his actions at El Alamein 
26 October 1956: 2 RAR in 
action against communist 
terrorists at Sungei Siput, 
Malaya 
27 October 1900: New South 
Welshmen in successful fight 
against De Ref’s Boers at 
Rensbury Drift, South Africa 
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https://www.cyber.gov.au/about-us/view-all-content/reports-and-statistics/annual-cyber-threat-report-2024-2025?ref=search
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2025-10-14/guided-missiles-australia-lockheed-martin-19421324.html?utm_source=Stars+and+Stripes+Emails&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines&utm_medium=email
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2025/10/14/adf-showcases-world-class-peacekeeping-training/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/prime-minister-albaneses-meeting-with-president-trump-views-from-aspi-analysts/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_5a8380874b1b01d40a55aaff04c8445b&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Prime%20Minister%20Albaneses%20meeting%20with%20President%20Trump%20views%20from%20ASPI%20analysts
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/rare-earth-showdown-why-west-must-learn-pick-winners-partners?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9CGQI0Gsn5l3Wpa1OIT4eY-rrzoQLOEQYO3zwa8ttI2zBfuLeRA4qTRz_fMwUkTIe5vJw6TizYyVCffPR3qF6--sH06A&_hsmi=15080182&utm_content=15080182&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2025-10-14/guided-missiles-australia-lockheed-martin-19421324.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2025/10/14/eyre-arrives-at-her-home-port/
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
https://r10306uk.eos-intl.eu/R10306UK/OPAC/Index.aspx
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Army 
Chief of Army Symposium 2025 | panel session: the future of societal-military relations: (F)Cove  
 

Air Force 
Exercise Arnhem Thunder: (F)RAAF  
Australia’s E-7A Wedgetail contribution to NATO complete: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
 

Indonesia 
Indonesian military’s growing grip poses democratic risk: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

UK 
UK’s new Astute-Class submarine HMS Agamemnon makes maiden dive: (M)DefensePost  
 

Canada 
Recommended: Canadian Army releases Capstone Operating Concept, the second major document 
of restructuring: (M)NoahsCorner  
 

US  

Army wants to break ground for a microreactor on a US base by 2027: (M)DefenseOne  
Infantry brigades shift to mobile brigades in Army transformation: (M)DefenseNews  
 

NATO & EU 
NATO Defence Ministers focus on deterrence, counter-drone initiatives, defence investment, and 
support to Ukraine: (M)NATO  
 

Middle East  
From fragmentation to integration: prospects for security sector reform in post-Assad Syria: (M)IISS  
Hamas launches Gaza crackdown as Trump vows to disarm group: (M)DefensePost  
American A-10 shoots down Iran drones, displays kill marks: (M)UKDefenceJournal  
 

Ukraine 
Russia and Ukraine deploy unmanned ground vehicles into ‘kill zones’: (M)Forbes  
Sea-launched Ukrainian drones stretch the fibre-optic frontline to enemy shores 
(F)BFBSForcesNews  
 

China 
Chinese submarine warfare – a natural evolution or game changing revolution? (M)RUSI  
China’s burgeoning undersea sensor net aims to turn the ocean transparent: (M)DefenseOne.  
 

Military History 
CAC SABRE: Was Australia's F-86 the best F-86? (F)NotaPoundforAirtoGround  
Heroic Last Days of the ANZACs on Gallipoli, by Gen Sir John Monash, Dec 12 - 20, 1915: 
(F)WesternFrontassociation  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join their state RUSI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQIE-NKxEDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KExiKw8EArA
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/australias-e-7a-wedgetail-contribution-to-nato-complete/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=48b45454a2-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-57e9727da2-66246413
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/indonesian-militarys-growing-grip-poses-democratic-risk/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_8fefcce7f7eb541c9e43e482eaad7480&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Indonesian%20militarys%20growing%20grip%20poses%20democratic%20risk
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/10/16/uk-astute-submarine-maiden-dive/
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/canadian-army-releases-capstone-operating?triedRedirect=true
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2025/10/army-wants-break-ground-microreactor-us-base-2027/408795/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20AUSA%20Wrap-Up:%20Oct.%2017%2C%202025&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.defensenews.com/news/your-army/2025/10/16/infantry-brigades-shift-to-mobile-brigades-in-army-transformation/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_238489.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.iiss.org/research-paper/2025/10/from-fragmentation-to-integration-prospects-for-security-sector-reform-in-post-assad-syria/
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/10/15/hamas-gaza-crackdown-disarm/
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/american-a-10-shoots-down-iran-drones-displays-kill-marks/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.forbes.com/sites/vikrammittal/2025/10/12/russia-and-ukraine-deploy-unmanned-ground-vehicles-into-kill-zones/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNtIvuwt84Q
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/chinese-submarine-warfare-natural-evolution-or-game-changing-revolution
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/10/chinas-burgeoning-undersea-sensor-net-aims-turn-ocean-transparent/408815/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20Oct.%2016%2C%202025&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKfSG2RZkiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijmlL5PgrSM
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