
An Army Race Meeting, April 1943  

The Australian Women’s Weekly 
continued publication throughout the 
Second World War, selling a 
remarkable half a million copies an 
issue.  Many of its articles had 
references to the progress of the war, 
contributing to civil morale. This 
January 1944 issue featured several 
paintings by WEP (Bill Pidgeon, 1908-
1981) of a meeting of the ‘North 
Australian Picnic Race Club’ during his 
tour of northern operational areas – 
indeed, in the Northern Territory.  

Horses were brought in from one 
of the stations and were auctioned to 
the troops. Buyer of the horse became 

the owner-trainer and had the right to select his own jockey. Proceeds of 
the horse sales were used as prize money for the race meeting.  

The club was run entirely by Army personnel, officers and men, 
and jockey clubs on a grander scale might have been envious to hear that 
the total cost of the course was £15 for materials purchased. The rest was 
scrounged. The Allied Works Council lent graders and tractors, and the 
whole course was built in about three weeks. There was an elaborate tote, 
grandstand, judge's box, and all the facilities necessary for a racecourse. 
All the meetings benefited Red Cross funds or Prisoner of War Appeal 
funds. After the war the track was handed back to civilians in the area, 
complete with its picnic grounds.  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 
5 January 1941: 6 Div captures 
Bardia 
8 January 1958: Last 
Australians return from Korea 
9 January 1917: Light Horse 
captures Rafa, Egypt 
10 January 1940: First 2nd AIF 
convoy sails to the Middle East 
10 January 1942: Japanese 
planes attack Singapore 
11 January 1942: Japanese 
capture Tarakan, Borneo 
12 January 1942: Japanese 
enter Kuala Lumpur, Malaya 
12 January 1943: 2/9 and 2/12 
Bns, supported by three tanks, 
attack Sanananda, New Guinea 
13 January1900: Boers attack 
New South Welshmen at 
Prieska, South Africa 
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Middle East  
5 takeaways from Trump-Netanyahu meeting at Mar-a-Lago: (M)TheHill  
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Russia says Ukrainian drone attack targeted Putin’s residence: (F)CNN  
Russia is losing – time for Putin's 2026 hybrid escalation: (M)RUSI  
 

China 
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https://thedefensepost.com/2025/12/29/uk-armed-forces-gap-year/
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https://breakingdefense.com/2025/12/nato-allies-oppose-us-peace-deal-for-ukraine-as-fcas-falters-2025-review/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_t2JNUQtmRgY42pfsmWpUDbLgJ6Nx-KKcaKm7QjOu-pWH1inbOquKOerwADg92IxysDC9wlXIkpPM2IKz8cTx1cGaAeg&_hsmi=396374103&utm_content=396374103&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/12/29/ukraine-peace-plan-scares-the-bejesus-out-of-us-officials-say/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TLdfr7CRzA
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/russia/russias-descent-tyranny?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Russia’s%20Descent%20Into%20Tyranny&utm_content=20261230&utm_term=N
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2nd8Lf0scs
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/russia-losing-time-putins-2026-hybrid-escalation?int=appleNews
https://news.usni.org/2025/12/26/chinese-forces-fielding-intercontinental-anti-ship-ballistic-missiles-capable-of-reaching-u-s-west-coast-pentagon-says?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/12/29/china-stages-military-drills-around-taiwan-to-warn-external-forces/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/06/china-bringing-grey-zone-warfare-space/406146/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20Dec.%2031%2C%202025&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7E7pbZgbKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21pKdDEOYAA&t=543s
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